
 

 

 ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Sunday 29 March 2020  

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 
Remember: clocks go forward by one hour on Saturday night! 

 

Contact us: 

Vicar:          Rev Sharon Copestake 01634 717162/07492017917 

  vicar.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com 

Curate:  Rev Jessica Smith 07508 958 802  
  curate.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com    

Lay Reader:  Iain Ambler 07980 242606 

  reader.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com 

Churchwardens: Peter Gibbs 01634 717644;  

  Andrew Dickinson 01634 739190 
Evangelism enabler: Ben Maskell 01634 719828  

  evangelist.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com 

Administrator: Jonica Thomas 01634 719828  

  office.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com  
 

We plan to offer our Sunday service via Zoom this morning 

We will meet at 10am for a short act of worship (about 30 minutes) 

After a 15-minute comfort break to make a cup of coffee, we will reconvene 

to share fellowship together. 

Do join us if you can.  Zoom is a free site.  If you have an internet connection, it can 

be accessed via a web page, or you can download an app. 

 

Collect  

Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

mailto:curate.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com
mailto:office.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com


Readings for this Sunday 

 
Hebrews 10:19-25 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 
19 Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by 

the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through 

the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21 and since we have a great priest over 
the house of God, 22 let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 

with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 

with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wa-

vering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to pro-
voke one another to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, 

as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 

see the Day approaching. 

Matthew 18:1-5; 19-20 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is the greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven?’ 2 He called a child, whom he put among them, 3 and said, 

‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never en-
ter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever becomes humble like this child is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever welcomes one such child in my 

name welcomes me… 

19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it 

will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are 

gathered in my name, I am there among them.’ 

 

Pray for: 
 

 Those who need prayer: Luke, Rebecca, Doug, 

Alan, Mary. Wendy, Kelsey, Amanda, Val, Cathy & 

Lynne, Roger, Mike & Paige, Pam, Peter and Steve. 

 Those who grieve for: Rose, John, Delia and Bever-

ley 

 The vulnerable, fearful and isolated in our parish at 

this time, and all adjusting to new ways of living 

 Doctors, nurses, paramedics and NHS staff 

 The international community of mainly young people at Ashburnham Place who are 

unable you return home at the moment and are worried about the impact in their 

home countries of COVID-19 
 
If you would like to add someone to the prayer list printed above, Helen McCulloch 

coordinates prayer requests. Do email her via prayer.stfrancisstrood@gmail.com, or call her on 

(01634) 318511 
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Order of Service: Sunday 29th March 

 
Introduction and welcome 

 

We come from scattered lives to meet with God. 

Let us recognise his presence with us. 
As God’s people, we are gathered. 

Let us worship him together 

 

Hymn / Song 
 

Confession & Absolution 

 

Responses: 

... Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy 

… Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

… Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy 

 

Readings: 

This is the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God 
 

Homily 

 

Prayers 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Our Father in Heaven, 
Hallowed be your name 

Your kingdom come 

Your will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread 

and forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 



but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours 
now and forever 

Amen. 

 

Hymn / Song 
 

Concluding prayer and blessing 

 

Please join us for coffee and fellowship after this service! 
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