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A Christmas invitation…
Christmas brings up so many emotions,  
memories and expectations. We have one  
nativity story, but it can seem like we all have 
very different Christmases.
For you it might be a time of joy and togetherness. Or perhaps it’s all 
about planning and to-do lists. Others can find Christmas a sad and 
lonely time – nagged by the feeling that your Christmas is not like 
those ‘perfect’ ones we see in the media.
But think for a moment about the strange circumstances surrounding 
Jesus’ conception and birth, and the unexpected assortment of people 
who were invited to meet the new baby. God didn’t seek ‘perfect’ but 
met people where they were.
Whoever you are this Christmas you are welcome. Like the wise men, 
you are invited to follow the star and be surprised by the astonishing 
truth that God chose to live among us.
With all good wishes for a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year!
Jonathan (the Vicar) 
 
Christmas Services
The Horsforth community comes together for Carols in the Park on 
Saturday 07 December at 4pm in Horsforth Park, at the bandstand. 
Always popular.
Christmas at St James’
Saturday 21 December at 7.30pm - The Longest Night 
A reflective Christmas service especially for those who have been 
bereaved.
Sunday 22 December at 4pm - Candlelit Carol Service 
Less suitable for young children.
Christmas Eve at 6pm - Crib Service 
Especially for families with younger children with Christingles given 
out. This event supports The Children’s Society.
Christmas Eve at 11.30pm - Midnight Holy Communion
Christmas Day at 10.00am - Christmas Communion



Little Jim’s
A word from Sarah…
Q. “What does Little Jim’s mean to you and your family?” 
A: “Everything!”
“To expand just a little bit... Little Jim’s is the play group that runs on 
a Friday morning in the Parish Centre. Only that isn’t it. That’s just the 
start.
“Little Jim’s is a place to chat and talk and find out that your worries 
and concerns are shared by other parents and carers too; to find 
someone who will pray with and for you. To share stories and advice. 
It’s a safe place where you won’t be judged for crying in a corner  
because you haven’t slept well for weeks, have leaky boobs and feel 
like you’re failing your older child or children. In fact, someone will 
come over and be with you, will offer you a tissue and a piece of cake 
and listen while you sob.
“It’s a place to make life-long, life-changing friends.
“Little Jim’s is a playgroup, but for me it’s so much more.” 
 
The Horsforth Shed
A word from Josh...
“It always amazed me how many bacon sandwiches 
and cups of tea were served at the old Scout Hut 
whilst it was being renovated into a Community 
Workshop! 
“I was involved from the very start working as part 
of a team of volunteers for one day a week and over 
the months real progress has been made. The eight 
months I worked on the project really helped me 
grow in confidence and learn some new skills.
“Since leaving university I had been job hunting without any success 
and feeling pretty low. Going along and working with others has been 
really encouraging. In September I started an internship so I can no 
longer work there but it’s great to hear that the team hope to get it 
ready to open in early spring next year.”
For more details see www.horsforthshed.co.uk 



Got Questions?  Try Alpha
Everyone has questions. Exploring is good. Explore more 
about life, faith and meaning with Alpha. We are running 
a course in the new year – Thursday evenings starting 
on 09 January 2020.  All questions and all questioners 
welcome. Enquiries to the Vicar.
A word from Debbie who came last time…
“So why did I decide to attend? I was at a crossroad in my life and had 
been dealing with challenging events. I arrived one evening not  
knowing what to expect – I was instantly welcomed and included. Each 
week we followed the same routine: a catch up over a meal, watching 
a video and then a chance for discussion and questions.  
“Experiencing Alpha helped me to understand that faith is  
strengthened by hearing the word of God who accepts us as we are 
and forgives us when we ask. Alpha has reawakened me, diminished 
my fears and allowed me to connect again.”

Getting in touch
Parish Centre Office:
Alison Pickford
St James’ Parish Centre, Low Lane, 
Horsforth LS18 5QW
0113 258 4558
office@stjameswoodside.org.uk 
 
Vicar:
Revd Jonathan Cain
07375 557804
jonathan.cain@leeds.anglican.org
www.stjameswoodside.org


