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Sunday (see page 10 for details) 

8am Holy Communion (Prayerbook)  

   or Morning Prayer  

 

10am   Parish Communion  
   or Service of the Word                
  (with Sunday Club for children) 

 

 6pm   Evensong  

Parish Contacts: 

During the Interregnum 

for all church matters please 

contact: 
 

Associate Priest  

Rev’d Sue Godsmark :  01621 891513 

Email : suegodsmark@aol.com  
 

If you are unable to contact the Associate Priest 

please speak to the Churchwardens: 
 

Churchwardens 

Isobel Doubleday :  01621 891329 
Karen Tarpey :   01621 892122 
 

Baptisms 

For enquiries about baptisms, please contact Rev’d 

Sue Godsmark. 
 

Magazine: 

Enquiries :  Helen Mutton : 01621 891067 

Adverts :   Pauline Stebbing : 01621 892059  

Email :  parishmagazinetotham@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Website:  

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657 

Choir Practice 

Mondays 10.30 am 

Senior Citizens Lunch Club 

Tuesdays in the Honywood Hall 11am 

Study & Discussion 
Wednesdays 10.30am at Honywood Hall 
 

Thursday            
10.30am Edward Bear Club (Toddler 

Service, followed by coffee and play) 

Mother’s Union 

4th Friday of each month, 1.45pm 
 

Bell-ringing Practice 

Fridays at 7.45 pm  
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Church News 

Pets Welcome Service 
 

A variety of pets, large and small (or a photo), were welcomed at our 
churchyard service of thanksgiving on 22nd September, when we were 
blessed with fine weather.  Light refreshments were served after the 

service. 
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Harvest Festival 

 

We celebrated Harvest on 29th September this year.  
The church was beautifully decorated (thanks to all 
who helped) and offerings of food were brought to the 
altar for donation to the Maldon Food Bank.   
A delicious lunch was shared after the service. 

 

Church News 

October Sunday Club Activities 
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Meet Rev’d Tracey Harvey 
 

Hi, my name is Rev’d Tracey Harvey.  I 
am very pleased to be joining you for a 
three month placement as part of my 
Curacy training.  I am currently the Cu-
rate at Coggeshall, Marks Hall, Stisted, 
Pattiswick, Bradwell and Cressing, 
(living in Coggeshall).  I am coming to 
the end of my Curacy and will soon be 
looking for my own Parish(es).  It is 
quite common for a Curate to undertake 
a placement in another setting in order 
to see how other Parishes do things and 
to gain additional experience before 
looking for a first Incumbency. 
 

I originate from Southend-on-Sea and lived in and around Southend all 
my life until I moved to Coggeshall when I was ordained.  Prior to being 
ordained, I worked for the Civil Service for 10 years at Southend Jobcen-
tre, and before that did various jobs in either admin or retail. 
 

I am fairly recently widowed, having lost my husband in January this 
year.  We were not blessed with children but I do have two “fur babies” in 

the form of my Cocker Spaniels, Bella 
and Meg.  You may well get to meet 
them at some point as I hope to be 
able to bring them along sometimes 
when I am visiting you!  I’m told there 
are lots of lovely walks around the  
area! 
 

During my placement, I shall be spend-
ing time at Tollesbury, Salcott, Tollesh-
unt Major, Tolleshunt D’Arcy, Gold-
hanger, and Great and Little Totham.  I 
am very much looking forward to my 
time with you and getting to know you 
all.  Do come and say hello! 

Tracey 
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In your prayers at home this month, please include: 
 

Our ‘Friendship Church’ - Bragernes Kirke, Drammen, Norway; 
Bob, David, Adam, Mary, Keith, Brian, Roger, Pat, Roger, Sylvia, Dennis,   
Laura, David and Noah. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October Messy Church celebrated the Harvest by making bread and veg 
printing; “I'm thankful for ... pumpkins and fruits of The Spirit Tree”. All 
rounded off with yummy butternut squash soup followed by sticky pear  
cake made with pears picked from Jesse's garden.  

Sandra Smith 

 

If you are considering baptism for yourself or your children, confirmation, 
weddings, funeral arrangements, Holy Communion at home, or you 
would just like a visit, please get in touch with Rev’d Sue Godsmark or 
one of the Churchwardens (see page 3 for contact details). 
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Eric visits St Peter’s 
 

Eric Martin was born and raised in Great 
Totham and lived on the Prince of Wales 
road. Visiting St Peter’s church one week-
end in September brought back lots of 
childhood memories as Eric was baptised 
in the church and spent many years as a 
choir boy there.  After the service, 92 year 
old Eric spent some time paying his re-
spects to his Mother and Father, Grand-
parents and Great Aunties who are all bur-
ied in the churchyard.  

Anthony Martin 

 

Church News 

Congratulations! 
 

Congratulations to David and Jenny 
Barclay who celebrated 50 years of 
marriage in September.  David and  
Jenny are pictured at the recent 
Pets’ Service. 
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St Nicholas Fayre 
Saturday, 23rd November 

 

We are looking forward to seeing you at the St Nicholas 
Fayre, 2pm to 4pm, in the Village Hall.  There’s still time to 

donate jigsaw puzzles, cakes, preserves and/or books, or put your name 
down to help on the day.  Father Christmas will arrive in style at 2pm! 
 

Contact Karen Tarpey (892122) or Vanessa Ellams (893148) for more 
details. 

Remembrance Sunday 
 

On Sunday, 10th November, a service of Remembrance will be included 
in our Morning Service of the Word at St Peter’s, commencing at 
10.50am.  We will be pleased to welcome members of the Parish 
Council, who will read the lessons.  Do join us there. 

Christine Walker 

Candle in Memory of a Loved One 
 

You will be able to sponsor a candle in memory of a loved one for the 
Christmas Midnight Mass Service at St Peter’s Church again this year.  
Your loved one’s name will be displayed in the church during all the 
Christmas services.  Minimum donation of £1.  Look out for further details 
in the December / January magazine. 

Sue Morgan 

On  Monday, 4th November, we have MU Annual Meeting and Council in 
Chelmsford Cathedral, commencing at 10am with coffee, followed by the 
annual meeting at 10.30am, Council, and finally a presentation by Bev 
Jullien, MU Chief Executive Officer.  Lunch will be followed by the Eucha-
rist Service, including Dedication of the New Banner and Enrolment. MU 
Enterprises items will be on sale before Council and at lunchtime.  
 

Our November meeting will be on Friday, 22nd at 1.45pm in Honywood 
Hall, when we will be preparing for the St. Nicholas Fayre the following 
day and wrapping chocolate bars for the Edward Bear children. 

Christine Walker 
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Services at St Peter’s Church 
 

November 
 

Sunday, 3rd November 
The Fourth Sunday before 
Advent 

8am 
10am 
 
3.30pm 

Holy Communion 
Morning Service of the 
Word 
All Souls Service 

Sunday, 10th November 
The Third Sunday before 
Advent 
Remembrance Sunday 

8am 
10.50am 
 
6pm 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Service of the 
Word 
Evensong 

Sunday, 17th November 
The Second Sunday before 
Advent 

8am 
10am 
6pm 

Morning Prayer 
Family Communion 
Evensong 

Sunday, 24th November 
The Sunday next before 
Advent 
Christ the King 

8am 
10am 
 
6pm 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Service of the 
Word 
Evensong 

200+ Club Draw Winners 

 

September 
 

1st Prize - Sue Keyes 
2nd Prize—James Allen  
3rd Prize—David Barclay  

 

If you would like to join the scheme, whose proceeds benefit the church, 
please contact Roger Allen on 892334 

Photographs 
 

On many occasions, photographs are taken of adults and children for the 
Parish Magazine, Church Website and Church Facebook page to record 
the life and work of the church in Great Totham. If at any time you would 
prefer that a photograph was neither kept nor used, please indicate this 
to the photographer who will delete the image. 
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News from the Belfry 
 

Did you hear the bells being rung at St Peter’s on Saturday afternoon, 
21st September? It was the Essex Association of Change Ringers South 
East District training day. This is held annually in September, the venues 
changing every year.  
 

This year’s Training Day comprised a morning session at St. Mary, 
Tollesbury and an afternoon session at St. Peter’s, Great Totham. Train-
ing covers the next steps after learning to handle the bell rope, ringing 
rounds and call changes. 
 

Although none of our St Peter’s learners were free to attend the Training 
Day, four students, three from Tolleshunt D’Arcy and the fourth from Pur-
leigh spent a most enjoyable day led by tutor Richard Wilson, the District 
Training Officer.  The students were learning and practising Plain Hunt 
on five bells. In addition, they had the opportunity to ring the tenor in sixth 
place to Plain Hunt and the method Plain Bob Doubles. 
  

Six experienced bell ringers were on hand to provide additional support. 
These included Janice, our Tower Captain, and Bernard, two ringers 
from Goldhanger, one from Springfield and one from Great Baddow. Our 
thanks go to Janice for providing tea, coffee and cakes served during the 
afternoon. 
 

Ever fancied ringing the bells at St. Peter’s? If so please contact our 
Tower Captain, Janice Spalding, on 01621 892197, come along to our 
Friday practice at 19.45 hours or visit the website: 
http://greattothambellringers.org.uk/ 

Andrew Hood 

September Coffee Morning  
 

There was definitely an autumnal tinge to the weather at our Coffee 
Morning in September.  As it was Harvest weekend, we were looking for-
ward to celebrating Harvest the next day, when all food offerings brought 
to church were donated to the Maldon Food Bank, helping those unable 
to buy everything they might like. 
 

Welcome to all those who attended and enjoyed our great coffee and tea, 
bacon butties and cake. Our next coffee morning will be 30th November. 

 

Sheila Allen 

http://greattothambellringers.org.uk/
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Robert King 
LCC  UEI  C&G 

Landscapes 
Established 1973 

 

Phone 01621 788411 
Mob. 07748 638530 

 * All Garden Work & Maintenance 

 * Jobs Large and Small 

 * Patios 

 * Fencing 

 * Garden Design 

 * Tree Surgery 

 * Driveway Construction 

Free Quotations 

 
C. HARRINGTON 

Fencing 
 
 
 

All Types of Fencing & 
Gates Erected 

 
 

*FREE ESTIMATES* 
 
 

Mobile: 07946 612222 

Published by the PCC of St 
Peter's Church, Great Totham  

 

The views expressed in this 
magazine are not necessarily those 
of the Parochial Church Council of 
Great Totham nor can the Church 
guarantee the credentials or 
performance of any of the advertisers 
within this publication.  Please 
mention the Parish Magazine when 
contacting our advertisers. 

 

Prices per edition:  
Full page £56  
Half page £28  

Quarter page £14  
Small ads £3.50 

 

Advert Enquiries: 
Pauline Stebbing  
 892059 
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 Christmas Shoe Boxes 
 

This year’s Shoe Box season is here; Knit and Natter, St Peter’s Church 
and friends will join together again to take part.  
 

The Rotary Shoe Box scheme sends shoe boxes full of gifts to children 
and families who are in need in Europe. Rotary supply the special strong 
shoeboxes and ask you to fill them with a selection of small gifts for either 
children, teenagers, senior citizens, families and even new babies.  You 
choose and mark the box accordingly, the boxes are then transported by 
road to Eastern Europe using Rotary clubs and other trusted partners to 
distribute them to those in need. 
 

If you would like to fill a shoebox but are unsure how to get started, I can 
help.  I have boxes, leaflets and lists of what to pack in your shoe box. 
 

Bring your filled box to the 10am service at St Peters Church, Great 
Totham on 24th November, when thanks will be given and the boxes 
blessed before they go on their onward journey. 
 

For more information contact me on 01621 893153, or email 
sandy1@mypostoffice.co.uk 
 

Sandra Smith 

 

Church News 
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Gas                         Oil 

B P A Kennedy 
Plumbing and Heating 

Engineer 
 

Gas and oil boiler servicing/repair 
New boilers 

Central heating up grades/repair 
New radiators 

Desludging available 
New bathrooms 
Ball valves etc 

Telephone : 
Home   01621 890039 
Mobile   07879 643583 

mobile 07879 
643583 

 Hughes And Son 

 Landscapes 
 

Driveway And Patio Paving 

Specialists 

Hard and soft Landscaping 
 

Block paving and Natural 

Stone 

Slabs and fencing 

Repairs, cleaning and sealing 

 

Qualified writtle college FD / 

HND 

Well established locally (est 

1999) 

 

Free no obligation estimates 

Public Liability  -  

Approved waste Carrier 

 

01621892789/07762078338 

Based in Great Totham  

nr Maldon 

Great Totham Garage 
2 Hall Road , Great Totham,  

Maldon, Essex , CM9 8NN 
 

A family run business for over 40 
years, providing all aspects of vehicle 

repair and maintenance. 
 

Providing free local collection & 
delivery.  Courtesy car on request. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PROUD MEMBER OF “GOOD 
GARAGE SCHEME.CO.UK” WITH 

AN OVER 99% 
RECOMMENDATION. 

 
MOT TESTS £45 

TELEPHONE: 01621 891264 

 
Forrester Park 

 

Golf 
Tennis 

Croquet 
Banqueting 

Private Dining 
 

Beckingham Road, Gt Totham 

01621 891406 
www.forrester-park.co.uk 
info@forrester-park.co.uk 

SERVICING                 MOT             DIAGNOSTICS 
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SMALL WARM HALL TO HIRE IN 
GREAT TOTHAM NORTH  
Suitable for meetings and small 
children's parties.   
For further details   819419 

LOSE ACHES AND TENSION 
with the Alexander Technique 

Lessons and workshops locally 
www.ainb.co.uk  

or ring Tricia on 07749 283963 

 
Use this space to advertise your 

business 
 

Contact Pauline Stebbing 892059 

Old Barn Nail Salon 
Grange Road, Wickham Bishops 

Manicure and Pedicure  
Gel and Nail Polish 

 

Call Natalie on 07930 940513 

Deborah Cannom 
 

Bespoke Painting & Decorating 
Est 1995 

 
Locally based, professionally qualified 

painter and decorator with over 20 
years’ experience specialising in both 

interior and exterior painting 
 

Bespoke service which offers as little 
disruption to your home environment 

as possible 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tel: 01621 850927 

Mob: 07790 337895 
 

deborahcannom@y7mail.com 
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WICKHAM FLOORING Ltd. 
 

1 THE OLD IRONWORKS, THE FULLBRIDGE, MALDON, 
ESSEX, CM9 4LJ          TEL: (01621) 841300 

 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 

FOR QUALITY CARPETS 
& VINYL 

 
For quality with Economy 

Expert Fitting  —  Large Showroom 
1000’s of Carpets to choose from 

Most major manufacturer’s supplied 
Free car parking 

FREE estimates and storage 
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Text for the Week: November 

3rd November 
Since we are surrounded by such 
a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily 
entangles.  And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out 
for us. 

Hebrews 12: 1  

10th November 
I looked, and there before me was 
a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, 
people and language, standing 
before the throne and before the 
Lamb. 

Revelation 7: 9 

17th November 
The Lord Jesus, on the night he 
was betrayed, took bread, and 
when he had given thanks,  he 
broke it and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me”. 

1 Corinthians 11: 23-24  

24th November 
Whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, 
and whoever wants to be first must 
be slave of all.  For even the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many. 

Mark 10: 43-45 

Bible Readings for November 

3rd November 
Fourth Sunday before Advent 

(Gospel) 

Ps. 32 1-8 
2 Thess. Ch 1 
Luke 19. 1-10 

10th November 
Third Sunday before Advent 
Remembrance Sunday  (Gospel) 

Job 19. 23-27a 
2 Thess. 2. 1-5, 13-end 
Luke 20. 27-38 

17th November 
Second Sunday before Advent 

(Gospel) 

Mal. 4. 1-2a 
2 Thess. 3. 6-13 
Luke 21. 5-19 

24th November 
Sunday next before Advent 
Christ the King               (Gospel) 

Jer. 23. 1-6 
Col. 1. 11-20 
Luke 23. 33-43 
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SOUTHWOOD TIMBER 
 

SUPPLIERS OF TIMBER & FENCING TO TRADE & GENERAL PUBLIC 
 

Treated Sawn Timber, Posts & Sleepers 
Machined Rounds & Half Rounds 

Post & Rail, Field Gates. 
Regularised Treated Timber 

Fence Panels, Concrete Posts & Gravel Boards 
Trellis 

Purpose Made Timber Products including Sheds, Stables, 
Field Shelters, Pergolas, Gazeboes, Rose Arches 

and almost anything so long as its made from Timber. 
Flat Pack Log Cabins & Children’s Play Houses. 

Logs, Coal & Kindling 
Electric & Stock Fencing 

 
Call in and see Sam or Jack 

Open Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm 
Saturday 8am to 1pm 

 
Broad Street Green Road, Gt. Totham, 01621 891999 

 
www.southwoodtimber.co.uk 

All Is On Beauty 
 

Holistic and Beauty 
Treatments 

 
Nature’s Medicine 
Hackmans Lane 

Purleigh CM3 6RH 
 

Home visits available 
 

Contact Allison 
Mobile 07729225351 

http://www.southwoodtimber.co.uk/
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Knit and Natter supporting Macmillan 
 

Recently the group held a special event at The Honywood to help raise 
funds for this important work, which provides specialist nursing care for 
cancer patients, as well as funding research etc. 
 

The fun event raised £235, so thanks to all for the wonderful support, a 
splendid effort! 
 

The blindfold game Dunk The Biscuit In The Cuppa was won by Rev’d 
Sue Godsmark, who received a Macmillan key ring.  A Berry Good 
Guess was won by Heather Gulliver (there were 220 berries); the prize 
was a pretty M&S jug containing bulbs. 
 

The charity was founded in 1911 by Douglas Macmillan as the Society 
for the Prevention and Relief of Cancer. 

Sandra Smith 

Beacon Hill Churches Together 
Songs of Praise 

 

It was a perfect autumn afternoon on 13th October as people gathered to 
celebrate harvest and autumn, singing favourite hymns chosen by people 
from our local churches and groups. We were welcomed by Bob Bell, 
who led us through the prayers, readings, poems and hymns, 
accompanied by David Grove. 
 

A very enjoyable afternoon finished with tea and lovely cakes. Our 
thanks to The Barn Church for hosting the event. 
 

Our next event will be the service for the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity on Sunday 19th January, 10.30am at St. Bartholomew’s Church.  
The offering from this service will be used to buy the books “It’s your 
Move” which we give to those leaving Great Totham School at the end of 
the Summer Term. 

Christine Walker 
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Life after Totham – one year on! 
 

In October last year, we moved from Great Totham (our family home 
since 1992) to Dursley in Gloucestershire, having both retired and with all 
our family the ‘wrong’ side of the M25 and living in the Cotswolds.  An 
added draw has been the arrival of two gorgeous grandchildren! 
 

One year on, how has the move gone? For readers unfamiliar with the 
area, Dursley is a small market town on the Cotswold Way (a famous 
walking route), a little south of Stroud and west of Tetbury. We therefore 
had to make two adjustments from day one - coping with hills and tuning 
our ears to the Gloucestershire burr. Yes, they really do talk like the cast 
of Hot Fuzz over here!  
 

Without exception we have found people to be friendly and welcoming 
and have made a number of new friends.  Although we miss our old 
friends greatly, many of them have been to visit. One highlight was the 
visit of Steph’s book club chums in August, when the weather provided a 
true Gloucestershire summer welcome of rain and gale force wind! 
 

Steph and Martin Say 
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Children’s Activity  

Carpet Bowls 
Regrettably we have had to withdraw from the League due to not having 
enough members available to form a team.  This means that those dates 
allocated for home fixtures are now available for social bowling.  
Therefore all Tuesdays and Thursdays (except the 4th Tuesday and 2nd 
Thursday of each month) from now, up to and including, 7th April, are for 
our club sessions from 7.30 to 10pm.  We welcome new members.  
 

If you would like  to join us, we would be pleased to see you at Great 
Totham Village Hall.  All equipment is provided and your first two 
evenings are free.  For further information, please contact me on 892286. 

 

Jean Cloughton 

Make a Poppy book mark 
 

You will need an rectangle of card 21cm by 7cm, a British Legion poppy, 
a pair of scissors and a pen or felt tip to write your message. 
First take your poppy apart, then at the top of one short end of card, 
about 6cm down in the centre, make a very small hole.Then take the 
green plastic stem of the poppy and place it in the hole at the back of the 
piece of card. Turn the card over and re-assemble the poppy.  Write your 
message. You can use the stem at the back to slip over the pages to 
keep your place. 
 Figure 1  Figure 2  Figure 3  Figure 4 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sourced by June Eaton 

We shall 
remember 

them 
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GREAT TOTHAM VILLAGE HALL ACTIVITIES 
NURSERY 

 
Great Totham Nursery provides term-time childcare for children from 2 years old.   
Based at the Village Hall, it’s a “pack-Away” nursery from Monday to Friday, 
from 9.30-3.30 p.m.  There is the option of morning, afternoon or all day 
sessions.  The Hall (also available to hire for parties) offers a spacious, naturally 
lit space for daily activities, with an outdoor play area which is used weather 
permitting!  We have a dedicated team of trained staff. 
 
The nursery is a charitable organisation run by a committee made up of parents/
carers of the children.  We completely rely on the support of our families and the 
community to raise funds in order to keep our doors open. We hold regular 
evening events - bingo and quiz nights plus other fundraisers to include children.  
We welcome all children to the daytime events—not just those who attend the 
nursery.  We advertise around the village, so keep your eyes peeled! 
 
We are always keen to recruit new members to join the committee.  It is a 
requirement that 60% of the committee have a connection to the nursery (i.e. a 

link with a child who 
attends the facility)  but 
the remaining 40% can be 
willing volunteers from the 
neighbourhood!  Perhaps 
you have free time and 
fancy doing your bit for the 
community?!  We meet 
once a month to plan 
events and it’s a great way 
to get to know local people 
as well! (Joining the 
committee is subject to the 
relevant checks). 
 
 
 
 

If you would like further information about the nursery or the committee, please 
visit our website:  www.greattothamnursery.co.uk or have a look at our 
Facebook page “Great Totham Nursery” - like and follow the page.  Alternatively 
call us on 07960 947931. 
       Rosie Pollock (Chairperson) 

 
 

Village News 
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Children’s Colouring Page 

Sourced by June Eaton 
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Why Do We Celebrate Bonfire Night? 
 

It has always puzzled me why we, as a nation, would celebrate a failed 
terrorist! Bonfire Night is also known as Guy Fawkes Night, who was a 
chief protagonist of the “Gunpowder Plot”. This was a plot to end the 
persecution of Catholics by King James I by blowing up the Houses of 
Parliament during the State opening on 5 November 1605. The idea then 
was to replace James I with his daughter, Elizabeth, who was 3rd in line 
to the throne. However she was only nine years old at the time and had 
no idea about the plot to install her as the Catholic Head of State. 
 

The plotters were led by Robert Catesby and numbered 13 in total, 
although there were only five members who initially developed the plan 
to kill the King. This was designed as the prelude of a popular revolt. 
However the plan was foiled when an anonymous letter was sent to 
William Parker, the 4th Baron Monteagle. William Parker received the 
letter on 26 October. Although originally perceived as a hoax, on showing 
the letter to the King, he ordered the House of Lords to be searched. This 
was on 4 November 1605, when Guy Fawkes was discovered guarding 
36 barrels of gunpowder. This was a huge amount which could have 
devastated the House of Lords totally. 
 

The story was that the plotters gained access to a house owned by John 
Whynniard, the Keeper of the King’s Wardrobe, and then proceeded to 
dig a tunnel to the House of Lords. They were able to do this as Guy 
Fawkes, calling himself John Johnson, got a job in the household as a 
caretaker.  The tunnel story, though, is thought to be false, as no 
evidence of it has ever been found. However, the plotters did buy a lease 
to an unused room in Whynniard’s house in which they put the 
gunpowder.  
 

Guy Fawkes was 34 when he first became involved in the scheme in 
1604. His father died when he was eight and his mother remarried to 
Dionis Baynbrigge or, more simply, Denis Bainbridge. He was a Catholic 
and it is thought this influenced Guy’s thinking, along with his education. 
After school, Guy Fawkes entered the service of the 1st Viscount 
Montagu, Anthony Browne, but the relationship didn’t go well and he was 
dismissed. He was, however, briefly employed by the 2nd Viscount 
Montagu. Guy Fawkes had also inherited his father’s estate in Clifton in 
York, but sold it to go and fight in the Eighty Years War for Catholic 
Spain against the Dutch.  

/continued on next page 
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/continued from previous page 
 

Guy Fawkes became involved in a number of fights over the years, 
including fighting for Sir William Stanley in the Netherlands. He also 
fought for Spain in the siege of Calais in 1596 and, adopting the name 
Guido Fawkes, he attempted to gain Spanish support for a planned 
Catholic rebellion in England. Spies of Robert Cecil, 1st Earl of Salisbury, 
uncovered what he was up to and this was used against him when he 
was eventually caught. 
 

As mentioned previously, on receipt of an anonymous letter, the cellars 
underneath Parliament were searched and Guy Fawkes was 
apprehended as he was leaving the area. The gunpowder was 
discovered underneath piles of firewood and coal, although it is unclear 
whether the plan would have worked, as it is thought that the gunpowder 
in the cellar was so old that it was virtually useless. 
 

Guy Fawkes then suffered horrendous torture, although the torture itself 
was fairly ‘gentle’ to start. However, use of the rack and other devices 
eventually resulted in a confession and his co-conspirators were all 
captured eventually. After trial, they were all found guilty and executed. 
Fawkes himself actually fell (or jumped) off the scaffold, which broke his 
neck so he didn’t suffer the agony of the hanging.  However, he was then 
quartered and it is thought that his body parts were distributed throughout 
the Kingdom to warn others, although some stories deny this. 
 

So Guy Fawkes Night isn’t really a celebration of Guy Fawkes, but a 
celebration of the fact that the King had survived an assassination 
attempt and, as a Protestant country, the event was started as a 
celebration of the fact that Catholicism had not succeeded. This brings 
up the question of the relevance of the commemoration of Guy Fawkes 
but, even now, just before the State Opening of Parliament by the 
reigning Monarch, the cellars of the House of Westminster are searched 
by Yeoman of the Guard just to make sure that no-one else has decided 
to have a go! 

Chris Bingham 
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TONY POULTER 
 
 

 
 

 
Kitchens 

Bathrooms 
General Building 

Plumbing 
Electrics 

Wall Tiling 
Plastering 

Project Management 
 

35 Years of Experience 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

 

Mobile: 07835 653199 
Email: 

tonypoulter@manxmotorcyclehire.co.uk 

Morley Skips Ltd 
 

SKIP HIRE 
 
 

Top Soil Delivered  
Asbestos Removal and Disposal 

  
Fast Reliable Local Service 

at Competitive Prices 
 

Phone 01621 815287 
 

morleyskips.co.uk  

 

Domestic Specialists 
 

Professional, Reliable & Friendly 
 

 

 
Warren Bennett 
07736 445923 
01621 332492 
 
www.wlbelectricalservices.co.uk 

SEELEY CERAMICS 
(R.J.SEELEY) 

CERAMIC WALL AND 

FLOOR TILING 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ALL FIXING 

MATERIALS SUPPLIED 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

SERVICE 

TIPTREE 

Tel: (01621) 816 983 

Mob: 07801 700 955 
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Published by the PCC of St 
Peter's Church, Great Totham  

 

The views expressed in this 
magazine are not necessarily those 
of the Parochial Church Council of 
Great Totham nor can the Church 
guarantee the credentials or 
performance of any of the advertisers 
within this publication.  Please 
mention the Parish Magazine when 
contacting our advertisers. 

 

Prices per edition:  
Full page £56  
Half page £28  

Quarter page £14  
Small ads £3.50 

 

Advert Enquiries: 
Pauline Stebbing  
 892059 
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9 Wellands Close, Wickham Bishops,  
Essex, CM8 3NE 

Mob: 07734 869966 
Tel: 01621 868355 

Interior & Exterior 
Painting & Decorating 

Artexing, plastering, coving, carpentry  
work and all general renovation work 

Please call for a free estimate 
Friendly & Professional Service 

All work guaranteed 
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Village News 

Great Totham Gardening Club 
 

Chairman Fred Steptoe welcomed everyone to the Annual Meeting on 
30th September in the Village Hall. The officers of the Club for 2020 were 
duly elected as follows:-  
 

Chairman: Fred Steptoe   Treasurer: Jenny Phillips  
Secretary: Ken Cooper   Social Secretary: Yvonne Hawley 
Auditor: David Walker.  
 

Committee members: Ken Smith, Ron Hawley, Linda Warr, Christine 
Walker, Norman and Pauline Wright and Martin Garwood (new member). 
 

We then enjoyed entertainment from Norman's Band with audience par-
ticipation for some of the numbers, interspersed with refreshments. 

 

Christine Walker 

Message from the District Councillors 
Speculative Housing Developments 

 

You may have read in the local news about Maldon District Council 
passing the plans for the Heybridge Garden Village. This is something 
that, as a councillor, I had to take a long-term strategic decision upon. 
The development is part of the five-year housing allocation that the 
council is obliged to meet. This obligation comes from central 
Government.  
 

By passing the development, it ensures that we are able protect our 
villages from any speculative development, keeping their integrity. It also 
means that, long-term, there will be new infrastructure and facilities which 
will help our community and help meet demand for services, which are 
currently under pressure. 
 

At the same time, I will ensure that existing infrastructure is enhanced 
and developed, protecting the safety of residents and, having seen the 
results of the Neighbourhood Plan survey, deal with traffic problems. 
 

Do come along to the next surgery, which will be at the Woodlands Tea 
Room, Tom’s Farm Shop on 16th November at 10.30am. 
 

www.facebook.com/tothammatters/ 
Kind regards 

Councillor Richard Siddall 

http://www.facebook.com/tothammatters/
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Village News 

Spread some kindness and help tackle loneliness 
 

Are you interested in making a real difference in your 
local community without dedicating huge amounts of 
time? 

 

With one in four Essex residents often or always feeling lonely, United in 
Kind, a new county-wide movement supported by Essex County Council, 
aims to tackle loneliness and social isolation with kindness. 
 

By taking just a few minutes out of your day to take a neighbour’s bin out, 
chat to a stranger at a bus stop or make time to call in on someone who 
lives alone nearby, you can make a big difference to how connected that 
person feels in their community.   
 

Or if you have more time to spare, why not volunteer a couple of hours to 
help at one of the many community organisations, charities and groups 
who are already supporting Essex residents who feel lonely or isolated? 
 

To find out how you can get involved, and to see what’s happening in 
your community, visit www.unitedinkind.org.uk.  

Bridge Day to support the Yomelelani Trust  
Tuesday, 26th November 

 

Commencing at 10.30am with a welcome 
coffee, a Bridge Day is to be held in St 
Bartholomew’s Church Hall, Wickham 
Bishops, in support of the Yomelelani Trust, 
which provides a crèche and pre-school 
education for 150 children, 55% of whom 

are orphans, in a South African township, where poverty and  hardship 
are commonplace.  The aim of the Trust is to provide a positive learning 
environment and essential child care for children from a few months old 
to five years prior to moving on to primary education. 
 

More details  on the work of the Yomelelani Trust can be found  by 
visiting the website www.yomelelani.co.za. 
 

Tickets for the Bridge Day cost £20 per person, including a light lunch 
and glass of wine.  Numbers are limited; for further details and to book, 
please phone 01621 891546 or 891125. 

Bryan Littlewood 

http://www.unitedinkind.org.uk/
http://www.yomelelani.co.za
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ACCOUNTANT & TAX 
CONSULTANT 

 
Small Businesses  

& Family Company Accounts 
 

Self Assessment Tax Returns 
 

Exceptional Service 
 

Pleased to Visit 
 

Call : JONATHAN R CLARK ,  FCCA 
 

CHARTERED CERTIFIED 
ACCOUNTANT 

 
Tel : 01621- 892324 

 

TMS 
Roofing and Fascias 

• Fascias, Soffits, Guttering & Cladding 

• Flat Roofs, Best Quality Materials used 
- 10 year Guarantee 

• Tiled and Slated Roofs 

• Any repairs undertaken 

• FREE ESTIMATES 

• No job too small 

 

Tel: 01621 815604 

Mob: 07866 551630 

DOMESTIC . COMMERCIAL. AGRICULTURAL 
 

Your local and personal pest control service, 
insured and fully qualified to deal with all your 
pest problems: 
 

 RATS 

 MICE 

 MOLES 

 WASPS 

 FLEAS 

 BED BUGS 

 
AND MUCH MORE …. 
 

Call or email for free, no obligation quotes 
 

T: 07771 356731 
H: 01245 491327 

 

info@wildthings-pestsolutions.com 
wildthings-pestsolutions.com 

mailto:info@wildthings-pestsolutions.com
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Village News 

Wickham Bishops Flower Club 
 

Our Christmas Open Evening is fast approaching and if you still require 
tickets, which are £13 for members and £15 for visitors, please ‘phone 
Jenny on 01621 891164 to book. There will be a festive supper on arrival 
with juice and water, followed by Jacquie Aldous’s demonstration 
“Christmas Magic”.   
 

We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday, 26th November at Great 
Totham Village Hall, 7pm for a 7.30pm start. 
 

We wish all our members and friends a very Happy Christmas and 
healthy New Year 2020 and hope to see you all again on Tuesday, 25th 
February 2020 for our AGM followed by Wendy Munnion with “And the 
Winner Is”. 

Christine Walker 

 
 
 

Great Totham Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Housing Needs Survey 

 
You should by now have received your Housing Needs survey from the 
Parish Council.   
 

Once completed, this will give us very detailed information on what type 
of homes might be needed in the village over the coming years. We can 
only plan on the basis of what you tell us. If you, or members of your fam-
ily, think they might require housing in the future, be it for downsizing, a 
starter home, shared ownership, affordable housing or assisted living, we 
do need to know. 
 

Your answers will be treated in strictest confidence and will be processed 
by a Housing Enabler at the Rural Community Council for Essex. The 
Parish Council and Neighbourhood Plan Committee will only be given a 
summary report. 
 

A return envelope is provided and the closing date is 6 December. We 
are aiming to deliver the surveys over the next couple of weeks. 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
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R. CLARK

LANDSCAPES

GARD E N  CAR E

1 8  YEAR S

E XP ER IE NCE

PATIOS

F E NCING

TUR FI NG

P ER GOLAS

DECKING

BR ICKWOR K

TRE E S URGE RY

SLEE P ER S 

SPRAYIN G - ALL TYPE S

TURF MAINTE N ANCE  - RE NO VATIO N 

PRUN IN G 

TRE E  P LAN TING
GARD EN  MAINTE NANCE

(SPRIN G-AUTUMN)

F ULLY INS UR ED, F R EE  ES TIMATE S

TE L : 01 6 21  8 91 4 5 8

MOB: 0 79 1 4  7 1 2 45 3

01206 575102 
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LORKIN HEATING 
Est. 1948 

 
OIL HEATING SPECIALISTS 

SERVICING 
REPAIRS 

BREAKDOWNS 
ALSO GENERAL PLUMBING 

 
CONTACT 

BRIAN OR SIMON LORKIN 
ON 

 

01621 891336 
 

27 HILL GREEN 
GREAT TOTHAM 
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Village News 

Great Totham  
Neighbourhood Watch 

 

Visit Maldon District Neighbourhood Watch website for up to date local 
crime reports,  non-urgent news and links to the police and national NHW 
websites:  http://www.maldondistrictnhw.co.uk/index.htm 
 

For Totham Hill Green, phone Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator, Ian 
Barratt, on 891949. Email: ianpb3@gmail.com 
 

For local crime reports, visit https://www.police.uk/essex/28/crime/  

Contacting the Police 
 

In an emergency dial 999.   
 

For non-emergencies dial 101 extension 412335 / 01245 491491 
 

Send non-emergency police related information/intelligence to your North 
Blackwater Neighbourhood Policing Team at: 
 

http://www.essex.police.uk/ or text 07624 80010  
 

Maldon Police      0300 333 4444  or 101 
 

Maldon District Council Offices   
Princes Road   Monday—Thursday: 9am—5pm 
Maldon    Friday:    8.30am—4.30pm 

Future Events 
 

1st Dec First Sunday in Advent 
2nd Dec Prayer Hour 10am Honywood 
  Gardening Club 8pm Village Hall - DIY Christmas Plate 
7th Dec WB Drama Club Box Office opens 10—11am 
14th Dec Gardening Club Christmas Social Village Hall 6.30pm for 7pm 
17th Dec Lunch Club Christmas Meal   
22nd Dec 10am St. Peter's Church Nativity Play 
  6pm St. Peter's Nine Lessons and Carols  
  (Please note date change) 
24th Dec Christingle Services 3pm and 5pm St. Peter's Church 
  Midnight Mass 11.45pm St. Peter's Church 
25th Dec Family Communion Service 10am St. Peter's Church 
29th Dec Morning Service of the Word 10am St. Peter's Church 

http://www.maldondistrictnhw.co.uk/index.htm
https://www.police.uk/essex/28/crime/
http://www.essex.police.uk/
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Village News 

Great Totham Evening WI 
 
The subject of the talk at our October meeting was entitled ‘Puppy 
Walking for Guide Dogs’, when we welcomed Jane Sillett, ably assisted 
by Sarah and their two canine companions, Chipper and Will. 
 

Most guide dogs are born in the home of volunteers. They stay in their 
birth homes until they’re six weeks old, at which point the pups go to the 
Guide Dogs National Breeding Centre in Leamington Spa. They spend a 
week or so there for initial assessment before they are transported to the 
homes of puppy walkers. 
 

These puppy walkers, one of whom is Jane, are all volunteers who take 
one of the trainee pups into their homes for a year.  During that time, they 
socialise the pups, ensuring they experience lots of different sights and 
sounds, as well as teaching them basic obedience and behaviour.   
 

Positive reinforcement is used to teach the dogs everything they need to 
learn to be successful and happy. Rewards are given: food treats, praise 
or play with a favourite toy.  
 

At 14 months, they leave their walkers and work with trainers before they 
are finally able to be paired with their new owner. It costs an average of 
£58,000 to keep a dog for the duration of its life. Owners have a contract 
for the dog for which they pay 50 pence. 
 

When the dogs have been paired with their owner, they spend two weeks 
living with them in a hotel and, during that time, the owners look after 
their animal 24 hours a day. 
 

At all stages in their training the dogs are assessed for their suitability 
and many fall by the wayside. Sarah’s dog, Will, enjoyed the company of 
other dogs too much to concentrate fully on his task, so was rejected for 
that reason. Chipper, at six months old, is still at an early stage of the 
process. 
 

Visitors are always welcome at our meetings, held on the second 
Thursday of the month at 8pm in Great Totham Village Hall, so why not 
come and join us? 
 

Further details can be found on our website: 
 www.greattothamwi.weebly.com or email greattothamwi@gmail.com 
 

Sue Pulford 
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 Village News 

Wickham Bishops WI 
 

Our September meeting hosted The Braintree Doppelgängers, John 
Jemison and Neil Richardson, who were accompanied by Jenny (John’s 
wife). 
 

You couldn’t hope to meet nicer people! Neil introduced himself and 
explained that all proceeds from their visit would be donated to their 
favourite charity, Mencap.  We were highly entertained with poems and 
ditties which were funny, topical, romantic and thought-provoking in 
equal measures. 
 

The charming look-a-likes were asked to judge our members’ 
competition, which this month was to write a poem. The winner, Christine 
Bodal Hansen, composed the following limerick about her time at the WI:  
 

Lonely, not I, 
I decided to join the WI. 

We listen to our President’s friendly greeting, 
Then sing Jerusalem to start our meeting. 

Next the speaker entertains us all, 
They are thanked by a member in the hall. 

Now a welcome cup of tea, 
By now it’s well gone half past three. 

A few more notices for us to try, 
We then sing “The Queen” and say goodbye. 

 

Our next meeting will be on Thursday 28th November at 2pm, where we 
shall be enjoying a talk cryptically called “Arsenic - The Inheritance 
Powder”. 
 

For more information about WB WI, please call our secretary, Sharon, on 
01621 891631. 
 

Just to remind you that we have a craft group that meets every Friday, 2-
4pm at the same venue, St Bartholomew’s Church Hall. Bring along any 
unfinished project and join us for a friendly afternoon chat and cup of tea. 
 

We also have a walking group that meets at 9:30am on Monday morning 
opposite the Village Hall in Church Road for a walk around the village. 
 

Jayne Kneale 
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Great Totham Primary School 
www.greattotham.essex.sch.uk 

 

School News 
 

The Charlotte Adams’ Memorial Fund - Defibrillator 

With thanks to Kate Bome and her endless fundraising, we are delighted 
to announce that we now have a defibrillator in the reception area of our 
school office. This has been purchased with funds from the Charlotte 
Adams Memorial Fund in loving memory of Kate’s daughter. On behalf of 
the whole school, we would like to say thank you to Kate and all the work 
she does to benefit others in Charlotte’s memory. 
 

Kingswood 2019 – Year 6 
 

Our year 6 group travelled to Kent this year to experience a once in a 
lifetime opportunity (the residential trip!) 
 

The year group's top three favourites were 
the 3G swing, the leap of faith, and 
nightline. 3G swing was a metal plank which 
was raised high into the air and you had to 
pull a green string to plummet down (your 
stomach did a flip)!  The leap of faith was 
thrilling for those who dared... One of our 
groups had it on their timetable as soon as 
we arrived! The view from the top however 
was stunning as you could see the whole 
campus. Even if you didn't reach the top, 
even attempting it was a huge achievement.  

/continued on next page 

 

Village News 

http://www.greattotham.essex.sch.uk
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 Village News 

/continued from previous page 

Nightline was an obstacle course 
where you were blindfolded. The 
path however was very muddy and 
dotted with puddles. Also, we were 
pretty sure the adults were sprinkling 
us with water and tickling us with 
grass! There were also many other 
activities which tested not only our 
thrill-seeking skills but lots of others. 
We are very grateful to the adults 
who took us and we all wish we 
could go back.  
By Lucy and Sophie 
 

New intake 2020-2021  
 

If your child is due to start school in September 2020, we are offering 
tours of the school; please contact the school office on 01621 891091 or 
via email admin@greattotham.essex.sch.uk to book. At the time of 
writing, there are two available dates still available (9.15am on 10th and 
18th December).  Please see the school’s website for an up-to-date list of 
date availability. We look forward to meeting you!  
 

Dates for the Diary 
  

Friday 6th December: Christmas Market (4:30pm) 
 

Please contact the school office for further details 

mailto:admin@greattotham.essex.sch.uk
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Rotas Church Flowers Church Cleaning 

2 November 
9 November 
 
16 November 
23 November 
30 November 
 

Chris Kemsley 
Sally Thake /
Remembrance Poppies 
Anita Lorkin 
Jane La Roche 
Sally Dingley 

- 
Mr and Mrs Campbell 
- 
Mr and Mrs Barclay 
- 

Church Kitchen Cleaning October:  Philippa Hardy-King  

Village Diary 
November 

 

3 All Soul's Day Service 3.30pm St. Peter's Church 
4 MU Annual Meeting, Council and Service Chelmsford Cathedral 
 10.30am 
5    Bonfire Night 
10  Remembrance Sunday Service 10.50am St. Peter's Church 
12  PCC Meeting 7.30pm Honywood 
14 WI Great Totham 8pm Village Hall Social Evening:  
 Mini-Mart and Dabble Day  
18  Great Totham Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm Village Hall 
22  MU 1.45pm Honywood 
23  St. Nicholas Fayre 2pm Village Hall 
26 Flower Club Open Evening 7pm for 7.30pm Village Hall  
 Christmas Magic with Jacquie Aldous 
28  WI Wickham  Bishops 2pm St. Bartholomew's Church Hall 
 

Wickham Bishops Library 

 

 Monday   2pm-6pm 
Wednesday  2pm-6pm 
Saturday   9am-1pm 

  

Telephone:   0333 013 2706           
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COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES (See page 3 for church activities) 

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers www.girlguiding.org.uk 
Scouts, Cubs, Beavers at Prances    Brenda Heal          bjheal@btinternet.com  
Great Totham Cricket Club Colts  Paul Marks 07709 793958 
Nursery Group  Village Hall Tracey Bezant      07960 947931                                                                                      
Edward Bear Club (Toddler Group) St Peter's Church Sue Godsmark 891513 
Gardening Club Village Hall Fred Steptoe 891808 
W.I. GT Evening 2nd Thurs. 8pm Village Hall Sue Pulford 892063  
       GT & WB last Thurs. 2pm St.B Church Hall Di Mellor 892247 
St Peter's Lunch Club  Tues. Honywood Hall Sheila Allen 892334 
Day Centre  Weds. URC Jean Johnstone 892293 
Modern Sequence Dance  Weds. 7.45pm Village Hall 788669 
Carpet Bowls Tue & Thur 7.30pm    Village Hall Jean Cloughton 892286 
Tollesbury Table Tennis Club    T’bury Parish Rms              Paul Freeman              862510 
     mobile 07855 204505, email: freemans21@hotmail.com            
Maldon Croquet Club Forrester Park Jean Healey 843643 
             (jeanahealey@sky.com) 
Wickham Bishops Drama Club Roger Lyons            www.wickhambishopsdrama.co.uk 
Great Totham Community Choir Colin Heaviside     heavicol@aol.com        893067 
Knit & Natter, Friday Mornings, Sandra Smith (Honywood Hall)         893153 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS: 
Honywood Hall Hire                                                      Karin Mann 891215 
St Peter’s Church Extension Hire                                 Rev’d Godsmark 891513 
Village Hall hire  Sue Pulford 892063    
URC hall hire Janet Davies 819419 
St Peter’s—Interment of Ashes and Iron Crosses         Chris Munton 891817 
Great Totham Parish Council Clerk: Clive Potter 891474 
District Councillors John Keyes  891388 
 Richard Siddall              07979 853947 / 890809 
County Councillor      Mark Durham       01245 227249       mobile: 07850 967239 
Great Totham Primary School  891091 
Maldon District Council                  854477 
Maldon Citizens Advice Bureau   875774 
Police Community Support Officer     101 
NERIL information line for mental health           0845 0900 909 every day from 6pm to 2am 

Water                                 01245 491234 
Electricity                               0845 6014516 
Drugs Helpline  (free)                              0800 77 66 00 
Childline Helpline for children                   0800 1111 (free) 
NSPCC 24 hr helpline for children             0800 800 500 (free) 
The Samaritans       08457 90 90 90                       01245 357357 
Disabled Information Advisory Line                           01245 287177 
Church of England, St. Peter’s   Rev’d Sue Godsmark        891513 
Totham Barn Free Evangelical Church     Elder Bob Bell          893085 
United Reformed Church Vacant 
Wickham Bishops Church Rev’d Hilary Le Sève        892867 
Maldon Methodist Church Office  Rev’d Clifford Newman        853423 
Maldon Roman Catholic Church   Parish Priest - Fr. James Joseph      852259 
Society of Friends (Quakers)  Clerk to the meeting - Sue Smith        854056 
Salvation Army             853942 
Christian Growth Centre (CGC), Maldon Rob & Jeannie Saggs Pastors     855855 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk
http://www.wickhambishopsdrama.co.uk
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