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Hello and welcome to the latest edition of the Wrangthorn 
Parish Magazine.  If you are new to Church or you would like 
further information please do not hesitate to contact anyone in 
the contact information. If you have a contribution for the next 
magazine please get in touch! 

Thanks, 
Charlotte 

 

Please continue to pray for the team looking for a new minister 
for Wrangthorn and St George’s. 

Please also pray for the church during Lent and for our Easter 
preparations. 
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We are an inclusive and diverse Anglican (Church of England) 
Church with worship at the centre of what we do, both through 
encountering the Bible and by means of a variety of music, 
balancing the traditional with the contemporary. 

We value the congregation's involvement in our services - 
seeking to be a place of welcome, warmth and worship where 
all can encounter God and from where we reach out with the 
love of God to those in our local community. 

 

 

 

If you have not collected your special edition of the magazine 
in relation to the Vacancy please collect one from the back of 
Church as soon as possible. 

Who are we and what do we do?  

Key contact information  

Church 
Wardens 

Ann Johnson 
Jim Rowland 

0113 267 5487 
0113 261 2009 

wardens@wrangthorn.org.uk 

Youth 
Worker 

Jack Baker 07863598935 
jack.baker@wrangthorn.org.uk  

Church 
Office 

General Enquiries 
 

James Meredith 

hello@wrangthorn.org.uk 
0113 380 0849 

james.meredith@wrangthorn.org.uk 

Magazine 
Editor 

Charlotte Dixon Please contact Charlotte with any  
queries regarding the magazine or  
contributions: chazza2@icloud.com.                               

Safeguarding Jonathan 
Philpott 

safeguarding@wrangthorn.org.uk 

The Vacancy  
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Rather than the usual Mission Challenges, over the next few 
issues we will be looking at the question; ‘What is Mission?’ 

Wrangthorn is part of the Church of England which identifies 
five ‘marks’ of mission - key characteristics of a missional 
church. Not everything the church does needs to meet all five, 
but a missional church will do so through a variety of 
activities. 

The first of the five is Proclaiming the Good News of the 
Kingdom. This mark acts as a summary of the others and is 
based on Jesus’ stated mission. While the good news is 
continually proclaimed through our words and actions in 
church services, through encountering God’s Word, praying, 
singing and joining in communion, personal evangelism is also 
a key part of this aspect of mission. People who don’t know 
Jesus need to come to him and the church, including everyone 
in it, has a part to play in this. 

It is also important, however, to remember that this good news 
is much bigger that any one person’s salvation - the Bible tells 
us not that our hope is in going to heaven but that earth will be 
renewed and joined with heaven. 

 

Lent is a period of preparation before Easter, specifically a 
time of repentance (turning away from sin). The first day of 
Lent is Ash Wednesday when traditionally Christians go to 
church and have a service during which their foreheads are 
marked with crosses drawn with ash as a sign of penitence 
(being sorry). 

Traditionally people also demonstrate this penitence by giving 

Marks of Mission  

What actually is Lent?  
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up some nice things for Lent (fasting). This is why we have 
‘Pancake Day’ just before Lent, when certain foods were used 
up so they wouldn’t be wasted (it’s also why we don’t have 
flowers in church). The proper name for the day is ‘Shrove 
Tuesday’ from after an old word ‘shriving’ which means 
confessing sins and being absolved of them (we do this every 
time we have Communion). 

Lent is 40 days long, but if you look at a calendar it looks 
longer. Why is this? It’s because we don’t count Sundays! Every 
Sunday is a celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, and we don’t fast 
when we celebrate. The length of 40 days was chosen to 
represent a few things, primarily the 40 days Jesus spent in the 
wilderness (which also recalled the 40 years the Hebrews 
spent in the wilderness). 

But what does ‘Lent’ actually mean? The name doesn’t really 
have any special meaning - it comes an old word meaning 
‘lengthen’ and refers to the time of year (Spring) when the 
days get longer. 

 

For more information about the Lent Course, pick up one of 
the booklets called The Place of Jesus in our World from the 
back of church, or speak to Ann. 

 

Our main Easter Services this year are: 

•Palm Sunday, April 14th: 10:30 am (Communion) 

•Maundy Thursday, April 18th: 7:30 pm (Communion) 

•Good Friday: April 19th: 3 pm (Service of Reflection) 

•Easter Sunday: April 21st: 10:30 am (Communion) 

Lent Course  

Easter services  
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Easter is an opportunity for us to share the good news of Jesus 
Christ with people in our communities of Hyde Park and 
Woodhouse. Similar to last year, we are holding an 'Easter Ex-
travaganza' event Saturday 20 April, from 1.30 pm in the 
Church Hall, to help celebrate Easter and to share our Chris-
tian faith with others. 

This year's theme is 'chocolate', with activities of arts, crafts, 
games and chocolate cake making already planned to be taking 
place at various stations around the hall. Refreshments will be 
available as we aim to create a welcoming and friendly 
environment for people to come and spend some time in. The 
afternoon will include an act of sharing some of the Easter 
story with all who come. What can you do to help? 

Firstly, pray. Pray for the practicalities of the event; that all the 
activities and plans will come together under God's blessing; 
and pray for all who will be attending, that they will be recep-
tive to God's word. 

Secondly, if you can, volunteer to help - we will need people to 
help run some of the activities; we will need people to serve 
the refreshments; we will need people to welcome people as 
they come to the Hall. 

Thirdly, invite people - help spread the word about the event. 
Have conversations with people about what we are doing and 
invite them to come. 

Fourthly, if you are not able to volunteer - come along yourself 
to take part in the event and enjoy yourself. 

Speak to Jonathan about the event, especially if you can 
volunteer.  

Easter Extravaganza  
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Is Wrangthorn a welcoming church? Most of us would say 
“yes” and many of our visitors say the same, but we could do a 
lot better! The Diocese appreciates the importance of churches 
and congregations being welcoming to all, and are putting on a 
three-session evening course to inspire us - see: 

https://learning.leeds.anglican.org/course/everybody-welcome-2/ 

Details: April 30th, May 15th and 29th 7.30-9.00 pm at East Kes-
wick Methodist Church. See one of the Wardens for more 
information or to arrange a lift. 

 

We shall be holding our annual church meeting in the church 
on Monday April 29th at 7.30 pm. 

This is YOUR chance to hear about what has been happening at 

Wrangthorn during the last year and to have your say in what 
could be happening in the coming year. There will be reports 
from various groups within the church, a chance to look at the 
Accounts and the election of the PCC and churchwardens. 

It will again be chaired by Joanna Seabourne, but this year as 
Area Dean of course, rather than Priest-in-charge! 

Purely by co-incidence this is also the date of the interviews 
for our new Vicar so we MIGHT just have exciting news!! 

We do hope to see many of you at this event. 

Ann and Jim - Church Wardens 

Jonathan - Lay Chair of PCC 

 

Everybody Welcome?  

Annual Church Meeting (ACM)  
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As many of you are aware, although some may not, I am now in 
my final year of my youth work and theology degree! The two 
and a bit years have flown by so quickly that I can hardly be-
lieve that I will be graduating in the summer. I thought this 
month's magazine would be a good opportunity to share with 
you all a little something about my course, specifically the 
dreaded dissertation! 
I am currently in the data collection phase of my project, with 
the deadline on the horizon. What I am really hoping to 
achieve is to collate all the best resources and information for 
Christian parents, in order to encourage them in ways to raise 
their children to be Christian too! I am currently interviewing 
young people and their parents to get personal experiences on 
what works and what doesn't. As part of the dissertation I will 
be creating some booklets or leaflets aimed at helping to equip 
and encourage parents, I am looking forward to making these 
available to all of you when I'm finished! 
Prayers for entering this final phase of my studies would be 
greatly appreciated. Motivation, organisation, and time man-
agement are three areas of importance. Thank you all for your 
support over the last two years and I am excited to see what 
God has planned for the last couple of terms. 

 

On Saturday 2nd February 2019 Wrangthorn was delighted to 
welcome over 200 runners through the doors to celebrate the 
Woodhouse Moor Parkrun 600th run.  Congratulations to 
Woodhouse Moor Parkrun, it’s a truly fantastic milestone. Also 
well done to those who took part as it wasn’t the warmest or 
easiest Parkrun conditions. 

Update from Jack  

Parkrun reaches 600 th run  
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The Woodhouse Moor Parkrun found itself listed in the top 10 
Parkruns in the World in the 7th February issue of the 
Guardian.  It is wonderful to have such a fantastic Parkrun 
outside our front door, literally. 

Parkrun is a great way of doing exercise on Saturday mornings 
at 9 am.  The community within this Parkrun is brilliant. 
People come along and volunteer as well as cheering people 
round.  The best thing about Parkrun is no one finishes last. 

 

There have been a few notable events recently: 

• 721 runners took part on Woodhouse Moor on 12 January. 
This was a record for Leeds. 

• On 16 February Kristan Webb ran her 150th Parkrun and she 
has also chalked up her 50th volunteer stint.  

• On 2 March Noah Philpott completed his 250th Parkrun. His 
first Parkrun was in 2013, aged 11. At age 16, he is the 
youngest person to achieve this milestone at Woodhouse 
Moor, and may be one of the youngest in the world to have 
done that. Roll on number 500! Well done Noah! 

Other Parkrun news  
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• Also on 2 March, Parkrun organizers held a CPR and Defibril-
lator training event in church. At least 180 runners, visitors 
and church members came in for the monthly cake and hot 
drinks, and 59 of them were trained in CPR by the team from 
the Leeds Medical School. 

 

Why not join in this fantastic community activity right on our 
doorstep and in our parish? The course is three times around 
the Moor – 5km (3 miles) but no-one cares if you walk it. It’s a 
great way to get exercise and to start running. You could catch 
the running bug! Everyone is marvellously supportive to new 
runners in particular, and it is very inclusive. Some children do 
it in buggies, then graduate to running it while still under 5. 
More details from Kristan, Jonathan, Vicky, Noah, Jago, Marcus 
or Jim. 

 

Keep Britain Tidy are calling on #LitterHeroes across the 
country to help improve the environment on their doorstep. 
They are aiming to inspire 500,000 people to join forces - in 
partnership with community organisations, businesses and 
the government - to collect and safely dispose of litter from 
our streets, parks and beaches, recycling as much as possible. 
Wrangthorn Church is setting up a group to clean up around 
Hyde Park Terrace and Hyde Park Corner on March 30th , the 
first Saturday of the school holidays, from 10:00 am (after 
Parkrun) to 12:00 pm or maybe longer. We would love others 
to join us and hope that some neighbours will take part. Leeds 
City Council are apparently willing to lend equipment. This is 
something that families can join in too. See Jim for more info. 

Why not join in?  

The Great British Spring Clean  
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We have heard recently from some of our past members, now 
enjoying life in far-flung places. 

Nick Houghton is settling in to his teaching of English job in 
Cambodia. It’s going quite well, but he misses the fellowship 
and friendship of Wrangthorn. 

Witt Womack married Isobel Robertson at St Margaret’s, Ilkley, 
on Saturday 9th March. Witt is teaching Maths 
in Texas, USA, and Isobel is doing her PhD in 
England. Owing to the inevitable complications 
of marrying someone from another country, it 
will be some time before they are able to settle 
down together in America or England. They 
will have to put up with limited visits to each 
other until the paperwork comes through. 

Jobs feature in news from our African ex-students. Carolyn 
Yesse is teaching at a Christian University in Tanzania (see 
next page). Peter Kuot (South Sudan) is doing consultancy 
work until he can find a permanent appointment. After leaving 
Leeds, Benon Oluka (Uganda) had a few months working as an 
intern at the BBC, contributing material to World Service 
programmes. At present he is working with his Dad (a retired 
veterinary officer) to develop his Facebook group called 
“Animal Health Matters” which shares information about the 
care of animals. Meanwhile he is looking for a job in journalism 
somewhere in East Africa, or at least Africa. 

Gcnile Curtis (Swaziland) has a job, but is unsettled and 
looking for another. Edward Martey is back in Ghana. 

Please remember to pray for our friends. They do pray for us, 
and all seem to have enjoyed being part of Wrangthorn Church. 

Old Wrangthornians  
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Hyde Park Terrace 
Leeds, LS6 1BJ 
0113 3800849 
wrangthorn.org.uk 
      @wrangthorn 
      facebook.com/wrangthorn 

 

I thank God that I am doing fine. My family is ok and they send 
their regards with thanks for how good you have been to me. 

I really thank God that I have secured a good job as an 
assistant lecturer in a Christian university teaching business 
studies (Marketing and communication skills).  

I am really happy for the answered prayer that we get 
devotion time to pray together every morning before starting 
work. I officially started on 1st of February, one month 
completed and I am really grateful.  

God has also been very faithful to continue the great work He 
started in me. Back in my home church, I have expressed my 
interest in joining the new believers class ministry that will al-
so develop to discipleship classes for people who have 
recently accepted Christ in their lives. The ministry is still very 
new and I am hoping to play a great role to stabilize it with the 
help of God. Kindly pray for us as we continue this great work. 

I continue to pray for you and may God bless you abundantly.  
May you get the Vicar as God wills soon. My regards to all at 
Wrangthorn. 

Lots of love, 
Carolyn Yesse 

Update from Carol  


