
St. Thomas Weekly  
~ 24th March 2019 ~  

 
Services/Events 

 
TODAY 
 
11:00    Holy Communion – Led by 
the Revd. Darcy Chesterfield-Terry 
 
FRIDAY 
 
08.30    Said Communion 

10:00    Little Fishes 

 
NEXT SUNDAY 
 
09:30 Mothering Sunday – Joint Service 
at St Mary’s Datchet 

 

Contacts 
 

Vicar   
 
Revd. Darcy Chesterfield -Terry 
Tel: 07442 197 723 
vicar@colnbrookanddatchet.co.uk 
 
Church Wardens 
 
Jenny Gregg 
Tel: 01753 792846 
email: jenny.gregg@sky.com 
 
David Shields 
Tel; 07513 883412 
email: dmace1@btinternet.com 
 
Children’s & Family Worker 
  
John Collins  
Tel: 07572 536475 
email: stthomasfamilies@gmail.com 
 
Website: 
 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ch
urch/5822/ 
 
Email: 
stthomascolnbrook@outlook.com 
 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/st-thomas-
church-641442832672555/ 

We meet in the name of 
Jesus Christ to celebrate 
his life and what he has 

done for us, to listen to the 
word of God and to speak 
to God in prayer. Children 
are welcome at all services 
 

The feast of the 
Annunciation 



Annunciation means an announcement, in this 
instance the Angel Gabriel telling Mary she would 
be the Mother of Jesus.  
The feast of the Annunciation marks the visit of the angel 
Gabriel to the Virgin Mary, during which he told her that 
she would be the mother of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
It is celebrated on 25 March each year. 

More importantly, since it occurs 9 months before the birth 
of Jesus on Christmas Day, the Annunciation marks the 
actual incarnation of Jesus Christ - the moment that Jesus 
was conceived and that the Son of God became the son of 
the Virgin. 
 
The festival has been celebrated since the 5th century AD. 
 
The festival celebrates two things: 
 
God's action in entering the human world as Jesus in 

order to save humanity 
 

Humanity's willing acceptance of God's action in 
Mary's freely given acceptance of the task of being the 

Mother of God 
 

World Water Day 22nd March 
Today, billions of people are still living 
without safe water – their households, 
schools, workplaces, farms and factories 
struggling to survive and thrive.  
Marginalized groups – women, children, 
refugees, indigenous peoples, disabled 
people and many others – are often 

overlooked, and sometimes face discrimination, as they try to access and 
manage the safe water they need. 
In 2010, the UN recognized “the right to safe and clean drinking water and 
sanitation as a human right that is essential for the full enjoyment of life and all 
human rights.” 
The human right to water entitles everyone, without discrimination, to sufficient, 
safe, acceptable, physically accessible and affordable water for personal and 
domestic use; which includes water for drinking, personal sanitation, washing of 
clothes, food preparation, and personal and household hygiene. 
What can we do? Simply as a first step don’t waste water! 
It has been suggested that we should reduce the water we use by 20 litres per 
day to 130 litres a day. 
In Africa, household water use averages 47 litres per person. In Asia, the 
average is 95 litres. 
 



March 20 is the International Day of Happiness and 
this year's theme is Happier Together, focusing on what 
we have in common, rather than what divides us.  Did 
you know that smiling causes a chemical reaction in the 
body that lowers stress and increases dopamine? 
 
Why 20 March? On this date (and also on 23 
September), the centre of the sun is directly above the 
Earth's equator, which is called an equinox. On the 
equinox, day and night last for almost equal time all over 
the Earth. The equinox is felt by everyone on the planet, which matches perfectly 
with the idea behind the Day of Happiness. Since 2013, the Day of Happiness has 
been celebrated in all 193 United Nations member states. 
 

How did the idea start? The idea goes back to 1972, when the King of Bhutan, 
Jigme Singye Wangchuck, said that we should measure a country's progress by its 
happiness and not just how much it produces or how much money it makes. He 
called it Gross National Happiness (GNH). The government uses the results and 
the ideas behind GNH to make decisions for the country. Other places use this kind 
of report, for example the city of Victoria in Canada, and Seattle in the USA, as well 
as the state of Vermont, USA. 
 

The man behind the International Day of Happiness In 2011, a UN adviser 
called Jayme Illien suggested the idea of an international day to increase 
happiness. His plan was accepted by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in 2012. 
Jayme was born in Calcutta, India, and he became an orphan when he was a child. 
He was adopted by an American nurse, Anna Belle Illien. She travelled the world to 
help orphans and she took Jayme with her. He saw children like him, but who were 
not as lucky as him because they were often escaping wars, or they were very 
poor. He wanted to do something about it, so he worked in the areas of children's 
and human rights. 

 

A man is talking to God. "God, how long is a million years?" God 
answers, "To me, it's about a minute." "God, how much is a million 
pounds?" " God answers, To me, it's a penny." Man says "God, may I 
have a penny?" God replies, "Wait a minute." 

God made the world so broad and grand,  
Filled it with blessings from his hand. 
 
God made the world so big and blue,  
And all the little children too. 
 
God made the sun, the moon and stars,  
Lighting the world from near and far. 
 

God made the world with tender care 
And all the many people there. 
 
God made the sparrow and the rose,  
Gifts for the ear, eyes and nose. 
 
God made the beauty voices bring,  
When all the little children sing. 
 



 

 

March 31st  9:30am   Mothering Sunday H.C. 
        (Joint service at St Mary’s) 
 

April 7th  10:30am   Joint service at Colnbrook 
     & Poyle United Church 

 

April 14th  11am        Palm Sunday, Holy Communion 
 
April 18th  TBA   Maundy Thursday  
 
April 19th  TBA   Good Friday 
 
April 20th  11:am   Blessing of the baskets 
 
April 20th  20:00   Easter Vigil – Service of light 
 
April 21st  11am       Easter Sunday ‘He is Risen’ 

Parish Prayer Bulletin: 
This week we pray for those in our parish who are looking after or caring 

for family members who are ill or frail, especially Shirley Lane, Joan 
Poole, Gill Furzer, Brenda Burdall, Tina and Samantha (Sam) 

 
We also pray for a continued recovery  

for Pat Mooney and John Collins 

Coming soon, at a church near you 
 


