In the month ahead… 
Thursdays 
9.15 am Little Pineapples (term- time) 
11.30 am Place of Warm Welcome 

Fridays 
5.30 pm – Youth Zone (term- time)

Sundays
10.00 am Children’s Choir 
10.00 am - Holy Communion 

Hymns for the service  
719, 621, 787, 482

Prayer list this week:

Prayers for: Oliver, Edger,  Vinod, Tila, Mary,  Thelma, John, Rosie, Anne, Ellen, June, Laurel, Skye, Jan, Lily, Sue Boon, Kirsty & family, David, Tina, Steph, Mandy, Dave, Jo, Vicky.

Global Peace and Reconciliation: Prayers for areas experiencing ongoing conflict, displacement, and humanitarian crises, including Ukraine, Russia, Israel, Palestine, Gaza, Sudan, Ethiopia/Tigray, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Natural Disasters and Climate: Support and protection for communities worldwide dealing with severe floods, storms, and the impacts of natural disasters.

For our Churchwardens and Ministry Team, the young people of YouthZone and for the families of Little Pineapples 

For our ministry of hospitality in Church, Hall and Garden and the groups who use them. 
Ascension Stirchley is committed to the safeguarding of children, young people and adults. 
Our Safeguarding Officer is Dr Helen Campbell. 

	Ministry Team  
Vicar : Rev Tariro Mukoja 
Email: revtariro@hotmail.com 
Readers: Mrs Anne Waugh   Dr David Veale    
Youth and Families’ Worker  Ms Ellie Dattani     	elliestirchley.yfw@gmail.com  
Churchwardens: Mr Bob Ball Ms Heather Holmes     
Bookings Peter 
email: gillandpeter4347@googlemail.com 
Newsletter: www. ascensionstirchley.substack.com
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2nd Sunday before advent
Open - Generous - Faithful 
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Welcome! 
10.00 am Holy Communion & Children’s Choir 
            	[image: ]
Refreshments are served at the back of the Church building, around 11.00am, giving us time for conversation together. Everyone is very welcome. 
DAILY COMMON PRAYER 
We pray Morning Prayer together on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9.15am over 
Zoom. Please ask for the link to join. 
NEXT SUNDAY -  
10.00am Holy Communion & Children’s Choir

COMMUNITY THURSDAYS 
Every Thursday morning our buildings are open and all are welcome to meet, to pray or simply to be.
Do come along, and do spread the word!

	God of Mission, who alone brings growth to your Church. Send your Holy Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our actions, and power to our witness. Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to you and in service to our local community through Jesus.



Safeguarding Sunday 2026
This Sunday is celebrated as Safeguarding Sunday.
It is a day when churches across the UK, of all different styles and denominations, are encouraged to think about, preach about, and pray about good safeguarding culture in each context. This year's theme is ‘Love Protects’ It is rooted in the powerful words of 1 Corinthians 13.
We will have an opportunity in church to look at some case studies and discuss together what safeguarding means and how we can all play our part as a church.

Collect
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when he shall appear in power and great glory we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Psalm 90.1–8 9–11 12 
1   Lord, you have been our refuge •
   from one generation to another.
2   Before the mountains were brought forth,
      or the earth and the world were formed, •
   from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
3   You turn us back to dust and say: •
   Turn back, O children of earth.
4   For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday, •
   which passes like a watch in the night.
5   You sweep them away like a dream; •
   they fade away suddenly like the grass.
6   In the morning it is green and flourishes; •
   in the evening it is dried up and withered.
7   For we consume away in your displeasure; •
   we are afraid at your wrathful indignation.
8   You have set our misdeeds before you •
   and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.[
9   When you are angry, all our days are gone; •
   our years come to an end like a sigh.
10   The days of our life are three score years and ten,
      or if our strength endures, even four score; •
   yet the sum of them is but labour and sorrow,
      for they soon pass away and we are gone.
11   Who regards the power of your wrath •
   and your indignation like those who fear you?]
12   So teach us to number our days •
   that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

1 Thessalonians 5.1–11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you.
 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, There is peace and security, then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

Matthew 25.14–30
For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his masters money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents. His master said to him, Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master. And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents. His master said to him, Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master. Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours. But his master replied, You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Post Communion
Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament you give substance to our hope: bring us at the last to that fullness of life for which we long; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

Christmas
Our Christmas Services here at Ascension Church
Please do mark them in your diaries and invite family, friends and neighbours. We look forward to celebrating with you. 
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Shared from the Lectionary app. Material subject to copyright. Please visit the About this App page for further information.
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