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Serving the villages of Bawdrip, Cossington, Pawlett, Puriton and Woolavington with Westonzoyland and Chedzoy

8th November 2026 Worship at Home - Remembrance Sunday

[bookmark: _Hlk87372864]Act of Remembrance 
Let us commemorate and commend to the loving mercy of our Heavenly Father and Shepherd of Souls, the giver of Life Everlasting, those who have died in the service of our Country and its cause
Let us pray in silence for ourselves and for others.
Ever-living God,
we remember those whom you have gathered 
from the storm of war
into the peace of your presence;
may that same peace calm our fears,
bring justice to all peoples
and establish harmony among the nations,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All   	Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk87372916]The Exhortation “
They shall not grow old as we that are left grow old; age shall not weary them nor the years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them.” 
 “We will remember them”.

the two minutes silence

[bookmark: _Hlk87372957]The Dedication
“When you go home, tell them of us and say, for your tomorrow, we gave our today”

Let us pledge ourselves anew to the service of God
and our fellow men and women:
that we may help, encourage and comfort others,
and support those working for the relief of the needy
and for the peace and welfare of the nations.

Lord God our Father,
we pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind,
in the cause of peace,
for the relief of want and suffering,
and for the praise of your name.
Guide us by your Spirit;
give us wisdom; give us courage;
give us hope; and keep us faithful now and always.
Amen.

O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST, 
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home:

Under the shadow of thy throne,
thy saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is thine arm alone,
and our defense is sure.

Before the hills in order stood,
or earth received her frame,
from everlasting thou art God,
to endless years the same.

A thousand ages in thy sight
are like an evening gone;
short as the watch that ends the night
before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all its sons away;
they fly, forgotten, as a dream
dies at the opening day.

O God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come,
be thou our guide while troubles last,
and our eternal home!



Readings: Amos 5:18-24, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-end, Matthew 25:1-13

Reflection Rev Jenny writes…
Today our readings challenge us to consider whether we are ready for Christ’s 2nd coming. Quite heavy reflections for Remembrance Sunday 
In 1 Thessalonians, Paul was trying his best to explain something that we all possibly, struggle with.   In the early days of the church, they were expecting Jesus’s 2nd coming to be any day soon. For us now, we’ve waited 2000 years, I don’t think we necessarily focus our thoughts on the 2nd coming as much as those in Paul’s day, but the question still stands.
Jesus himself explains this. There is a large section of Matthew chapters 24 and 25 concerning the end times and the 2nd coming of Christ. Within this is the tale of the 10 bridesmaids. 
Put into context, we can imagine that there was a tradition of bridegrooms processing late at night, stopping off at well wishers homes to take a cup of wine maybe, on the way to the ritualised abduction of the bride – which was actually completely expected.  What was unclear was the time of arrival. The bridesmaids would have the oil lamps ready to escort the bride and groom back to his home and they hoped to have then an invitation to join with them to continue the celebrations inside. What is the point here?
We have the 5 foolish girls, and the 5 wise girls. It reminds us, purposefully, of the foolish builder who built his house upon the sand, and the wise man who built his house on the rock. We must be prepared to use common sense God gifted to us and think for ourselves. But for what purpose?
In the passage, Jesus is saying that, like the wise girls, we should use our common sense to ensure that we are ready for his 2nd coming, because that day will be the day of the Lord. 
If the 2nd coming is not immanent, what do we need to be ready for now?  Barbara Mosse, a theologian, says this passage is very much a keep calm and carry-on idea, however long the bridegroom, however long Jesus, is delayed. However, if we, knowing that the Holy Spirit is with us now, pay attention to Christ’s teachings and live to the best of our abilities in accordance with his instructions to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind and love our neighbours as ourselves, we need not fear being deemed ‘unready’ when he does return.  We will be ready to welcome him with the words, ‘The Spirit and the Bride say come!’


MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR PEACE.
Where there is hatred
Let me bring Your love;
Where there is injury,
Your pardon, Lord
And where there’s doubt,
True faith in You.

Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console;
To be understood
As to understand;
To be loved,
As to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there’s despair in life
Let me bring hope;
Where there is darkness,
Only light;
And where there’s sadness, 
Ever joy.

Make me a channel of your peace.
It is in pardoning
That we are pardoned,
In giving to all men
That we receive;
And in dying
That we’re born to eternal life.


Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 

LORD, FOR THE YEARS Your love has kept and guided,
Urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,
Sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided:
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fires us,
Speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
Teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us:
Lord of the word, receive Your people’s praise.
Lord, for our land in this our generation,
Spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care:
For young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

Lord, for our world where men disown and doubt you,
Loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain,
Hungry and helpless, lost indeed without You:
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

Lord for ourselves; in living power remake us –
Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne,
Past put behind us, for the future take us:
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

God grant to the living grace, to the departed rest, to the Church, the King, the Commonwealth and all people, unity, peace and concord, and to us and all God’s servants, life everlasting; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

[bookmark: _Hlk131599425][bookmark: _Hlk143700377][bookmark: _Hlk146801663][bookmark: _Hlk125017798][bookmark: _Hlk118309578][bookmark: _Hlk159656595]News & Notices
Foodbank. Thank you for your continued support of Bridgewater Foodbank. Current needs are: washing up liquid, instant mash, tinned veg and sugar. 

Westonzoyland Café and Autumn Sale 2.30-4.00pm Saturday 14th November, all welcome. 

Puriton History Event – Sat 14th & Sun 15th November from 1pm 1940s café in the Clist Room, Display of wedding dresses in the church, 2pm both days slide show of Old Puriton

Westonzoyland Craft Morning, 21st November 10.30-12noon – theme The Christmas Story. Refreshments available. 

Woolavington Coffee & History Morning 21st November 10.30-12noon Come and enjoy refreshments and look at the history of the village. 

Chedzoy Christmas Fair – 21st November 10.30-4pm Chedzoy Village Hall. 

Lay Preacher Course. The Diocese has confirmed dates. 9th January, 6th February, 6th March. From 9am – 1pm. Bawdrip Parish Hall. Please confirm with Kirsty if you would like to explore this ministry.   revkirsty@hotmail.com 

Christmas Tree Festival at Bawdrip Church 12th – 23rd December, please book a space with Jenny revjdstromberg@gmail.com 

Woolavington Christmas Flowers If you would like to contribute to Woolavington Christmas flowers in memory of a loved one please speak to Trish before the end of November. 

Woolavington Church Christmas Fair 28th November 10-1.30pm in the Village Hall. 




The Diary…
Monday 9th 		10-3.30pm	Rural Forum, Bagley Baptist Church
			3.15pm 	Messy Church Club, Pawlett School
			7.00pm 	Churchwardens Meet, Woolavington. 
Tuesday 10th 	10-2.00pm	Area and Lay Deans Meeting, Wells
			2-3.30pm 	Bible Study at Jenny’s 
Wed 11th 		10.15am 	RBL Coffee Morning, Pawlett
			10.50am 	Service of Remembrance, Woolavington
			2.00pm 	Student Supervision
Thursday 12th 	10.00am 	Student Supervision
			1.30pm 	Visit to Woolavington Pre School 
			3.00pm 	Burial of Ashes, Cossington
			7.30pm 	Pause for Thought, Bawdrip 
Saturday 14th 	10.00am 	Baptism of Sutton, Puriton
		From 1.00pm 	1940s Café Clist Room, Puriton
					History Exhibition Church, Puriton
			2.30-4.pm 	Autumn Café, Westonzoyland 
			7.00pm 	John Pickard Harp Concert Cossington VH
Sunday 15th  
From 1.00pm 	1940s Café Clist Room, Puriton
					History Exhibition Church, Puriton
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