

Message to Marton Friends for Sunday 8th November 2026

Dear Marton Friends

Vacancy Update
Please find attached this week's vacancy update, compiled by Richard Haste.
We hope you like the graphics of our 5 churches, which we have used as a sort of logo for our Parish and Benefice Profiles. We know that 'ideally' it would look more balanced if St Helen's was in the middle, but the churches are ordered geographically - west to east - as this seemed the most logical way to present our information to someone unfamiliar with the location!

Upcoming Services
No services at St Mary's this weekend, but next Wednesday we'll gather at 10.50 for a short Remembrance Service with 2 minutes' silence at 11am. 
Tuesday Midday Prayers continues 11-12 each week (unless we agree that it's too cold even with blankets and a hot drink!) In many ways this group has become a 'small group' - so if you would enjoy coming to have a chat and share a reflection about our daily journeys and thoughts about God, you are always welcome. We come as we are, but often leave feeling refreshed, encouraged and peaceful. 

Thank You!
We had our PCC meeting this week, and I am very grateful to be part of such a supportive and encouraging group overseeing this beautiful church and community. We are very grateful to all our volunteers and helpers - whether it's taking services, looking after financial matters, welcoming or chatting or supporting others, vacuuming, cleaning, ironing, mowing, scything, organising routine checks (fire extinguishers or tree checks), baking or bringing cakes and biscuits, making drinks, washing up, giving financial support, reading, ringing the bell, giving lifts, singing, building friendships, inviting people to services and events, talking about Marton, offering your talents, playing an instrument, praying - thank you for everything you do! 

Photography Evening
I'm delighted to say that Pam (who plays clarinet at our services) has very kindly agreed to put together another Photography Talk on Friday 29th January at 7.30pm in Stillington Village Hall. If you haven't seen Pam's exceptional wildlife photography, you will be absolutely wowed! Those of you who saw her jaw-dropping photos of polar bears will know what I'm talking about. More information later - for now, please save the date!



Christmas at St Mary's
Another date to flag up is Sunday 6th December, when we'll be holding our popular Carols by Candlelight at 3pm. We're currently planning to clean the church on Thursday 3rd and then decorate it on Saturday 5th. If you have the time and energy to come and wave a duster or put up some fairy lights we would be very grateful.

A Blessing
This week's blessing comes from J.Philip Newell's 'Each Day and Each Night'.
The Bible is filled with promises and encouragement about coming home, whether it means physically returning to your roots or your family or friends, a place of safety, or settling into God's presence and peace. We certainly know when we feel 'at home'. 

On my heart and on my house
The blessing of God.
In my coming and in my going
The peace of God.
In my life and in my seeking
The love of God.
At my end and new beginning
The arms of God to welcome me
and bring me home.
Amen. 

Every blessing
Caroline
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