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    Sunday 15th November, Second Sunday before Advent
 
Welcome to St Mary's this morning
If you are visiting or here for the first time, we hope you feel at home, and please do make yourself known. Those of you with small children may wish to make use of the Children’s Corner during the service, if that is helpful for you. At the offertory a collection will be taken for the work of the church. If you are able to use a Gift Aid envelope please do. There is a card reader, and further information about giving to St Mary’s, by the door where you came in. When we come to share communion please follow the stewards. Refreshments are served in the hall after the service – please stay if you can. 

Services this Sunday 
8am				Eucharist, in Church and on Facebook
10am				Eucharist, with Children’s Church, in Church and on Zoom
5pm				Organ Evening Prayer, in Church

Hymns								
Processional			558 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation
Gradual			42 Fight the good fight
Offertory			448 God of grace and God of glory
Communion			323 Strengthen for service
Final				496 Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us

Music
Setting			Mass for St Thomas Thorne
[bookmark: _Hlk128734285][bookmark: _Hlk132188057]Motet	View me, Lord Lloyd
Voluntary	Prelude in a minor, BWV 543a Bach

Rota for Sunday 15th November, Second Sunday before Advent
Children’s Church	Marina Buswell, Moira King
Welcomers		Michael Waller, Bonnie West
Sidespeople		Kyle Walker, Ann Sandford
Servers 	 		Noah Clarke, Anne Crowther, Roti Tunis
Readers			Margaret Meldrum, Mike Franklin
Intercessor		Dorothy Elliott
Lay Admin	Ian Little, Malcolm Furnival Jones, Carol Taylor, Roti Tunis
Coffee			Liz and David Horner

For your Prayers: 
Any who are sick or suffering: Simon Peters, Graham Cock, Jan Frost, Derek Day, Rachael Smart, Anne Wade
The housebound, among them: Hazel Bayford
Those who have died: Margaret Payne, Madeline Lacey
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time: Alfred Blows
In our Deanery: Holy Trinity & St Leonard’s, Bengeo. Revd Robert Thompson
From our Parish Prayer Cycle: Fabric Committee and Church Maintainers
Those that live in: Wheatsheaf drive, Wickenfields


Collect
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when he shall appear in power and great glory we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading, Zephaniah 1.7, 12-end
7Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, ‘The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.’ 13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. The Great Day of the Lord 14The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, 16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. 17I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

Second Reading, 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11
1Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

Gospel Reading, Matthew 25.14-30
Jesus said to his disciples: 14 ‘The kingdom of heaven is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” 21 His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” 23 His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” 26 But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Diary for the rest of this week
Monday – Thursday	9.15am Morning Prayer  
Monday – Thursday	5pm Evening Prayer (EP will be sung on Tuesdays)
Monday 16th			1.30pm School Group Visit
				7.30pm U3A Meeting		
Tuesday 17th			12pm Hertford and Ware Deanery Chapter Meeting
3.30pm Chorister Practice
Wednesday 18th		11am Eucharist
				5.30pm Hall Booking
Thursday 19th		11.30am Café
				12.30pm Lunchtime Concert
Friday 20th			12pm Choir Vestry Booking
3.30pm Chorister Practice
				3.45pm Handbells
				7pm Choir Practice
Saturday 21st		10am Christmas Fayre

Rota for Sunday 22nd November, Christ the King
Welcomers		Brenda Furnival Jones, Roti Tunis
Sidespeople		Gavin John, Mary Millett
Servers 	 		Sue Austin, Mike Franklin, Malcolm Furnival Jones
Readers			Mark Kirby, Carol Taylor
Intercessor		Mat Wilson
Lay Admin	Ann Sandford, Mat Wilson, Martin Douglas, Sue Austin
Coffee			Mary Millett, Alan Thomas

Notices

Next Evening Service Organ Evening Prayer Sunday 15th November, and An Evening Service to Mark Advent Sunday 29th November, 5pm

Please see the separate flyer for Advent and Christmas notices

Lent Retreats 2027 Day Retreat at St Mary's, Saturday 27th February. Residential Retreat, Rydal Hall, 8th - 11th March. For both retreats the themes will be drawn from the lives and stories of a selection of Anglo-Saxon saints. Booking for the Residential Retreat will close at the end of November. Information leaflets and booking forms available today in the Hall or from Ysmena. Booking for the Day Retreat will open in January.

Christmas Card Orders St Mary’s merchandise orders for Christmas gifts have arrived, and are available for collection after the service from Belinda.

Advent Book 'Advent For Everybody - a Journey with the Apostles' by Tom Wright. If you'd like to read along through Advent the book can be ordered from the Book Nook, or other suppliers, or is available as an e-book. There will be an opportunity to get together and discuss on Thursday 17th December in the evening.

New Year's Day Viennese Concert at St Mary's, 1st January 2027 at 4.30pm Put this date in your diary now, The Maltings Sinfonia Orchestra under the baton of Chris Tilbury will return to St Mary's to perform a traditional Viennese Concert in the afternoon of Year's Years Day 2027. Tickets at £15, (£10 for students and children) will be on sale after the 10am Eucharist from next Sunday (cash preferred please). Proceeds to the Hall and South Porch Refurbishment Funds.

Parish Telephone List We would like to confirm that all details currently in the Parish Telephone List are up to date. Please contact the office, by email or in person, to check your details by Friday 27th November. If you wish to be included in the Parish Telephone List, please complete a consent form, which can be found in the book corner. Forms should be returned to the office. Thank you.

Can you drive a van? Ware foodbank badly needs volunteer drivers to help deliver food. Could you, or someone you know, spare a couple of hours once a fortnight? If interested, come and chat to Jackie Turner or Mike Franklin (mjp_franklin@btinterner.com).

Transform Trade has taken over Traidcraft trading A brochure illustrating Traidcraft’s range of Christmas Cards is on the notice board at the back of church. If anyone would like some ordered please contact Liz Finch (pelizabethfinch26@gmail.com).

Next Lunchtime Concerts
Thursday 19th November		Haileybury College Music Students
Monday 7th December		David and Meg Silkoff, piano duets




Contact Information
Vicar: The Revd Ysmena Pentelow, vicar@stmarysware.co.uk 07423 812238 Usual day off Friday
Curate: The Revd José Tamayo, curate@stmarysware.co.uk 07364 246152 Usual day off Saturday
Parish Office: Tuesday & Friday 9am – 1pm officestmarys@btinternet.com 01920 462539 
Director of Music (part time): Stephen Crookes email: music@stmarysware.co.uk 
Website:  www.stmarysware.org.uk. You can also find us on Facebook
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