
U N I T I N G
L O U T H E S K
C H U R C H E S

St Michael’s
Louth

“If you want to go fast go alone;
If you want to go far go together”

(Afr ican proverb)

Week commencing
15th November 2026

A weekly bulletin of services, notices and
contact details for the deanery.

Deanery Office Address:
The Rectory
Peppin Lane
Fotherby
Louth
LN11 0UW

PHONE

01507 610247
EMA I L

Louthesk@lincoln.anglican.org
Office Opening Hours at the Rectory: 9am – 4.30pm
Wednesday: Subject to change
Denise works from home Mon, Tues, Thurs and Fri



SERVICES THIS WEEK ACROSS THE DEANERY...

Sunday 15  Nov th

Monday 16th Nov 

Tuesday 17   Nov th

Wednesday 18  Nov th

Thursday 19th Nov 

Friday 20th Nov 

Saturday 21   Nov st

Sunday 22   Nov nd

9 30am Holy Communion at Manby (RM)
 9 30am Holy Communion at Marshchapel (KG)
 10am Holy Communion at North Thoresby (PS)
 10am Holy Communion at St James (MC)
 11am Morning Prayer at Legbourne (MH)
 11am Morning Prayer at Saltfleetby (LB MB)
 11 15am Holy Communion at Fulstow (KG)
 11 15am Holy Communion at Stewton (RM)
 3pm Holy Communion at Withcall (KG)

11am Holy Communion BCP at St James (TS) 
1pm Funeral at St Michael’s Louth 

(Frederick Desforges) (RM)
2pm Funeral at Alford Crem (Jean Wilkinson) (HM)
3pm Funeral at Alford Crem (Richard Macklin) (TS)
5 30pm Commissioning of Revd Rachel Heskins and Mr 
               David Margarson at Lincoln Cathedral
7pm Night Prayer/Compline 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3707749666?omn=81345669641 
Code: 370 774 9666

8 45am Holy Communion at Wold Newton (PS)
 10am Morning prayer at North Thoresby (MP)
 10am Café Church at Utterby (DM) Stir-up Sunday
 10am Holy Communion at St James (Archdeacon Eleanor)
 10 30am Holy Communion at Binbrook (KG)
 10 30am Morning Prayer at Alvingham (AS CL)
 10 30am Holy Communion at Grimoldby (JOB)
 11am Morning Prayer at Tathwell (JH RH)
 11am Morning Prayer at North Somercotes (MH)
 11am Methodist Service at Saltfleetby
 11 15am Holy Communion at South Elkington (Archdeacon Eleanor)
 1pm Baptism at Manby (Brodie) (KG)
 3pm Holy Communion at Little Grimsby (KG)



The tapestry of life

Year by year, we are reminded of the fragility of life as we gather to hold two minutes’
silence in churches, at memorials and perhaps alone at home. During November, it is
good to allow some space for reflection and not to succumb to the temptation to
sweep away the sadness and emptiness and try to fill it with pre-Christmas rituals and
enterprises- however worthwhile these may be. There is, of course, a place for our
church Christmas markets, Advent wreath-making and choir practices, but in between,
as we observe the falling leaves, the gathering mists and the first hard frosts of winter,
letʼs allow thoughts of lifeʼs end to have their proper place and reflect on the beauty of
lifeʼs meaning.
There is a powerful image of God as Master Weaver, cutting off the threads of the
tapestry of life in the Book of Isaiah (chapter 38). King Hezekiah, who has been a
faithful servant of God, was told by the prophet that his illness was incurable and he
prayed that God would spare him; ‘Like a weaver, I have rolled up my life and he has
cut me off from the loom; from day until night you make an end of me.’ God hears and
answers his prayer by adding fifteen years to Hezekiahʼs life but as we know, the end
comes at last. I find this image of a tapestry rug being rolled up very beautiful; it is only
when it is unrolled, after death, that the interweaving of pattern and colour can be fully
appreciated. During our lives, we are only too aware of the messy loose threads and
knotted ends, but God sees the purposeful design which will only become truly
apparent when life is finished and the tapestry complete and rolled out to see clearly.
Then, if we allow ourselves time and space to contemplate the patterns, the
supposedly random threads and colours come together to create something lovely,
and the beauty of life as God sees it becomes apparent to us. Mother Karen 



Louthesk Deanery Intercessions
Sunday November 15th – Saturday 21st, 2026

2nd Before Advent
 

Tuesday (November 17th) is St Hugh’s day, when the Diocese of Lincoln
celebrates one of its great saints. Hugh was Bishop of Lincoln from 1186
-1200. Lincoln Cathedral building, as we know it today, is due largely to his
influence and personal involvement. Hugh was a strict Carthusian monk
influencing not just bricks and mortar but the behaviour of contemporary
kings (Henry II and Richard 1st) and renowned for the pastoral care of his
clergy and the justice and wellbeing of the ordinary people of his vast diocese
as it was then. 800+ years later we have a lot to thank God for in Hugh’s life
and example and to learn from.

 
Collect for St Hugh

 
 Holy God, 

 who endowed your servant Hugh of Lincoln 
 with wise and cheerful boldness, 

 and taught him to commend the discipline of holy life 
 to kings and princes: 

 Grant that we also, rejoicing in the Good News of your mercy, 
 and fearing nothing but the loss of you,
 may be bold to speak the truth in love, 

 in the name of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

 one God, for ever and ever.
 

Praying for the world and each other in the Spirit of Unity, Peace
and Love



THE MIDMARSH GROUP 
Day 15 
ALVINGHAM, St Adelwold: Katherine Mansfield [tr] Elizabeth Morriss [sec] 
 

GREAT CARLTON, St John the Baptist: Carol Carter [ALM] [cw] Kathy Crust [cw] Margaret Smith [tr] Marion
Blowman [sec] 
 

Day 16 
GRIMOLDBY, St Edith: Pete Bates [cw] [sec] [tr] 
MANBY, St Mary: Roger Green [cw] Dita Lacey [cw] Dorothy Selfe [tr] Susan Price [sec] 
 

Day 17 
SALTFLEETBY, St Peter: June Spetch [cw] Duncan Archer [cw] Peter Hatton [tr] Susan Handley [sec] 
SOUTH COCKERINGTON, St Leonard: Rebekah Cox [tr] Diane Bell [sec]
THEDDLETHORPE, St Helen [Exploring Closure] 
 

NORTH SOMERCOTES AND MARSHCHAPEL GROUP 
 

Day 18 
CONISHOLME, St Peters [Exploring closure] 
GRAINTHORPE, St Clements: Major Bark [cw] Sally Johnson [sec] 
 

Day 19 
MARSHCHAPEL, St Mary: Olivia Hurton [cw] [sec] Christel Henderson [cw] Lesley Collins [tr] 
NORTH SOMERCOTES, St Mary: Linda Rose King [cw] Melanie Drewery [tr] Christine Wells [sec] Linda Dobson
[PCC],
 
THE WIDER CONTEXT OF LOUTHESK DEANERY 
 

Day 20 
Those who serve our local churches: 
All PCC and DCC members 
Organists and Choirs 
Vergers
Those exercising pastoral care
Those exercising a welcome ministry
Bell Ringers, 
Flower arrangers 
Church cleaners and maintenance of buildings
Those caring for churchyards and gravediggers 
Fund raisers 
Organisers of after-church refreshments, coffee mornings, lunch clubs, afternoon teas, food hubs, community
larders and warm spaces 
 

Day 21 
Officers of the Deanery: 
Archdeacon: Eleanor Robertshaw
East Lindsey Area Dean: Vacancy 
East Lindsey Lay Dean: Paul Brewster
Assistant Area Dean: Terry Steele 
Deanery Lay Chair: Stephen Woodcock 
Deanery Treasurer: Matthew Pettifer
Deanery Administrator: Denise Bell 
Deanery Synod Secretary: Anita Samaan 
All members of the Deanery Synod 
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