

The Herald 
Linking the congregations of the Craven Arms Benefice:
Acton Scott, Halford, the Pilgrim Centre, Stokesay & Wistanstow
15th November  The Second Sunday before Advent 

Readings:  Zephaniah 1.7,12 - 18, 1 Thessalonians 5.1 – 11 and Matthew 25.14 - 30
 

	

	
	





	


Collect 



Heavenly Father,
whose blessed Son was revealed
to destroy the works of the devil
and to make us the children of God 
    and heirs of eternal life:
grant that we, having this hope,
may purify ourselves even as he is pure;
that when he shall appear in power and great glory
we may be made like him in his eternal 
    and glorious kingdom;
where he is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 


Post Communion 






Gracious Lord,
in this holy sacrament
you give substance to our hope:
bring us at the last
to that fullness of life for which we long;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen


In Our Prayers 


God entrusts us with gifts to share in love and service. With grateful hearts, we bring before him the needs of the Church and of the world.
· For those who govern and hold responsibility for others: that they may exercise their power with integrity, work for peace and use the world’s resources for the good of all. We pray especially for the success of the peace talks between Russia and Ukraine.
· For all who face poverty, homelessness or unemployment: that they may receive practical support, find opportunities to use their gifts and be welcomed with dignity.
· For those held back by fear, illness or a loss of confidence: that they may know God’s gentle presence and receive encouragement from those around them. May their supporters be wise, compassionate and listening.
· For our parish community: that we may be faithful in small things, generous with our time and gifts and ready to encourage the gifts we see in one another.
Loving Father, you are the giver of every good gift. Hear the prayers we offer, free us from fear and help us to serve you faithfully in one another. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please pray for all who have asked for our prayers: 
Dorothy Thomas • Nikki Ray • Chris Silcock • Janet Martin • 
Monica Morris • Andrew • Henry Hand • Thelma Thompson







Notices 

Today’s Services are:


  Pilgrim Centre	       8.00 am        Holy Communion

  Acton Scott	            11.00 am	        Holy Communion

  
Thursday at 10.30 am: Morning Prayer will be live-streamed from the Vicarage using the ‘Craven Arms Parishes’ Facebook page. 


For those receiving their Herald early:
South Shropshire Interfaith: Craven Arms Soup – Sat 14th Nov 12 pm Craven Arms Soup, Methodist Church Hall, £5, all proceeds going to Empathy.
and also…
Craven Arms no Minnasan Yokoso: Come and find out about Japan from Clive and Nagisa Munday at The Pilgrim Centre this Saturday 14th Nov at 7pm. Followed by refreshments.


The Friends of St Thomas’ , Halford are holding a Bingo Night at Craven Arms Community Centre on Thursday 19th November. Doors open 7pm, eyes down 7.30pm. Entry 20p, Bingo Books £2 each. Lots of prizes. Refreshments available. Proceeds help to keep the church open.


Craven Arms Loss Matters: a mutual support group for people living with loss meets on Friday 20th November  from 2.30 pm at Open Arms (formerly Barclays Bank) SY7 9ND. For more information contact David Wiseman via davidwiseman50@gmail.com or call 01588 674 738.


The next fundraising Coffee and/or Tea and Scrumptious Homemade Cake Morning at Halford church
is Saturday, 21st Nov from 10.30 am to 12 noon.



Pray also for Bishops, Clergy and Lay Representatives meeting for the General Synod of the Church of England (16th - 18th November); that they would be guided by the Holy Spirit in their deliberations, strengthen the Church's witness to the Gospel, and seek the unity and flourishing of the whole Church. 


If you have a notice for inclusion in the Herald please forward via email:  heraldcravenarms@gmail.com 
1. 
Benefice Facebook page: ‘Craven Arms Parishe9s’

Rev Clive Munday can be contacted on: 01588 672876 or via email: vicar@caparishes.org.uk  


Services & readings for next Sunday 
 (Red or Green)


Ezekiel 34.11-16,20-24, Ephesians 1.15-end 
Matthew 25.31-end


  Pilgrim Centre	       8.00 am       Holy Communion
  Stokesay    	            9.45 am       Holy Communion
  Wistanstow          11.15 am       All-Age Worship


Sharing God’s love with all through word and deed




