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DEALING IN TRACTORS &
FARM MACHINERY FOR

OVER 65 YEARS

Specialist Agricultural Engineers

Shop Open:
Monday-Friday 8:30-18:30
Saturday 9:00-12:00

Stocking agricultural and automotive parts,
hand and power tools, cils and paints.

Also a wide range of overalls, jackets, hats
and boots for all ages.

And diecast models in McCormick, Nuffield
and many maore.

- 01254 854103 | 01254 852122
fiviE www.charnleys.com
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\ //, Charlotte Stansfield

-Routine maintenance massage
-Pre and post competition massage
-Massage to promote healing from injury
-Low level laser therapy

-£35 per massage treatment, including travel costs

=-£45 per massage treatment including low level laser

therapy, including travel costs
-Discounts for more than one horse

07860 922811
@ charlotteannstansfield@gmail.com

f Charloite Stansfisld Equine Sports Massage and Rehabilitation Therapist




THE LORD IS MY ROCK

I usually walk my dog, Coco, in Cuerden Park. |
often see many congregation members there
and over the years Coco and | have become
friends with several regular dog walkers. Coco is
particularly fond of one couple. The man is an
ex-serviceman and we have had many a chat
about God and religion. God has clearly been
important not only during his time in conflict
zones across the world, but throughout his life.
Today we chatted about Remembrance Sunday.
It was obvious that it was an important date and
carries a lot of emotion. For this gentleman it
was a day to remember his comrades who had
lost their lives in war, not just his friends, but
those who died in previous world wars. But he
seemed to also see it as a chance to give thanks
for their friendship and the freedom and security
their sacrifice had secured for future
generations.

November marks the Christian season of
remembrance holding together two realities that
can seem impossible to reconcile: sorrow and
hope. We remember those we love and miss, we
acknowledge the pain of loss, and yet we do so
in the light of Christ's promise that death does
not have the final word. Remembrance,
therefore, is not merely an act of looking back,
but an expression of faith in God's enduring love.

"The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and
saves those who are crushed in spirit."
Psalm 34:18

We begin this season of remembrance with a
heartfelt invitation to come and celebrate All
Saints Day on Sunday 1 November at our 10.30
a.m. Eucharist service.This will be followed by
the All Souls service at 6.30 p.m. While All
Saints celebrates the whole family of God's
faithful people through the ages, All Souls is a
more personal remembrance of those we have
known and loved. It is a time to give thanks, to
remember, and to place our hope in God's
promise of eternal life.

"He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more; mourning and crying
and pain will be no more." (Revelation 21:4)

Remembrance Sunday is on 8 November and
the service begins a little later at 10.45 a.m. so
that we can show our respect with a minute’s
silence for those who have given their lives in
the line of duty and service.We will be joined by
the uniformed organisations, Sunday School and
pupils from Brindle St James’s Primary School.
All are welcome to attend. Remembrance
Sunday offers a chance to gather as a
community, honour those who served,
remember those who were lost, and pray for
peace in our world today.

November ends not with remembering, but with
looking forward to the birth of Jesus. The
Festival of Christ the King celebrates Jesus as
the ruler of all things. His kingdom is one of love,
mercy and peace, and on Sunday 22 November
we are invited to place our trust in him and follow
his way.

And so, Advent begins! Join us on Thursday 19
November at 7.00 p.m. as we start our journey
towards Christmas. This year's Advent course,
Walking with Angels, invites us to explore the
messages of angels in the Bible and discover
what they can teach us about hope, peace,
courage and God's promises for us today.

Whatever memories and emotions this season of
remembrance brings, know that God is with you.
In moments of gratitude and in moments of grief,
you are held in God's love.

Blessings,

Rev Sam.




PARISH ROUND-UP
OCTOBER 2026

On Thursday 22 October, Elaine our Churchwarden

will be licenced as an Authorised Lay Minister (ALM)

at Blackburn cathedral.Elaine has been studying for
more than a year and we will be celebrating this
amazing step of faith after the service on Sunday 25
October with cake and prosecco.

For the Harvest Celebration the church building was
shining and decorated so beautifully with flowers
and wheat and fruit and vegetables. Harvest
celebrations are a way to express gratitude for the
abundance provided by the land. Living in a farming
community here in Brindle we see that harvest
festival is closely linked to agricultural life and
seasonal changes. It marks the end of the growing
season and a reminder of our connection to the land
and the importance of gratitude for the food
produced.

We received a heartfelt thank you note from our
friends at St James’ Over Darwen for the food
Brindle St James’ takes each week to their Food
Club. The Club regularly supports around 70
families who live on the estate. Some people come
every week and have done so since the Club
opened six years ago. Some come for a short time
and others come and go depending on their
personal circumstances. The Food Club has
benefited in many ways from our relationship over
the years and the card emphasised what a blessing
our gifts continue to be.

Thank you to everyone who donates food or money
to the Food Club and to every one of the volunteers
who take it in turns every Saturday to load up their
car and drive up the M65 to deliver the much-
needed food parcels.

Celebrating harvest is not simply about being
thankful for food. It is about recognising the God
whose love provides for us day after day. It is
gratitude that brings us back into relationship with
him.

BRINDLE ST JAMES

Church Services ~ November

4"  Holy Communion 10.30am

& Sunday School

** Sunday School drop-off
from 1020 at the Community Hall **

Those We Have Loved 6.30pm
8™ Holy Communion (Said) 9.00am

Service of Remembrance 10.45am

Remembrance Sunday
11 Praise Service 6.30pm
15"  Holy Communion 10.30am

& Sunday School

2 Before Advent

** Sunday School drop-off
from 1020 at the Community Hall **

22" Morning Praise 9.00am

Holy Communion 10.30am
25th  Praise Service 6.30pm

You’re warmly invited to join us in worship!

Everyone is welcome - whether you come
every week or it’s your very first visit. For more
details, please visit our website.
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11
478/service-and-events/events-all/

LIFE EVENTS
Baptism
18 October
Rosie Eden Porter and Alyssa Isla Porter

Funerals

27 October Gail Downs
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Come &pm%/ |

First Tuesday of every month, 7.00pm at church: _
*1st Sept | *6th Oct | *3rd Nov | *3rd Dec |“ | I
T

Prayer gives us space to pause,
be still and bring the things that matter to God.

Together, we can find peace in the midst of busy lives,
bring our worries and hopes before Ged,
and discover that we don’t have to face life alone,

More details from Elaine:

elaine@drcourtney.co.uk

ﬁvergan& Welcome! =

Come & Explore

Come and explore the Christian faith together.

£

Third Thursday of each month, 7.00pm at church:
*17th Sept  *22nd Oct *19th Nov...

. ...leading into our Advent Course y [ i H ' | ‘ ‘
*(19th Nov) *26th Nov *3rd Dec *10th Dec = | A
A place to ask questions and explore faith together, o =

discover more about Jesus through the Bible,
and reflect on how faith shapes the way we live each day.

More details from Rana:
ranashihadah@vyahoo.co.uk

= Everyone Welcome! =




Lest We Forget....
The Fallen Of Brindle

Fred Berry - Joseph Fowler - Thomas Gorton
James Hartley - James Hitchon - Samuel Hunt
Septimus Hunt - James Ircland - Alfred Parker
James Pearson - Richard Pearson - John Sharples
[evi Sharples - Thomas Wilson
William Worthington - Edmond Woods
Francis Jaques - Joseph Baxendale
Ken Clithero Fred Greenwood - Arnold Holding
Frank Pearson

They shall not grow old,
as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them,
nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun
and in the morning,
we will remember them.



NOVEMBER 2026
FROM THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE

1% ALBAN YATES 1969
ERIC HAROLD ECCLES 2022
2" JAMES CHARNLEY 1952
LAWRENCE PATRICK COANE 1975
4th ELIZABETH HELEN REID 2018
SYLVIA ANN (Wendy) ORMEROD 2020
13t PAUL JOSEPH INGRAM 2019
MARJORIE GREGSON 2020
15 ELSIE STOTT 1996
16" EDITH HINDLE 1995
17" BRIAN MORRIS-ASHTON 2019
19 ALICE GRICE 2014
20" JOHN LEONARD COTTON 2019
22" THOMAS NICOL 2011
PHILIP HOLT 2017
26" AMANDA ELLEN MORRIS 2002
28th WILLIAM BUTLER 2006
GORDON JONES 2016

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN,
THOSE WE LOVE BUT SEE NO MORE
If you would like enter a name in the Book of Remembrance,
please ask for a form from one of the Church Wardens.

CHURCH FLOWERS

== THE FLOWERS IN CHURCH FOR NOVEMBER ARE IN MEMORY
: OF PAUL INGRAM AND PHIL HOLT AND ARE KINDLY
PROVIDED BY:

1st JOAN INGRAM

8th JOAN INGRAM
15th PAT HOLT

22nd PAT HOLT
29th ADVENT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPONSOR FLOWERS FOR A SPECIAL
ANNIVERSARY OR MEMORIAL?
ALL THE NAMES ARE MENTIONED IN
THE MAGAZINE EACH MONTH.

FOR DETAILS, CONTACT
JOAN HOPCRAFT~ 01254 854465



Calm Bags and Reading
Overlays

We have restocked our calm bags in
church that are available to use for
any children who have sensory needs.
They include headphones, activities
and fidgets.

We have also placed a basket on the
top of the cabinet next to the font
that includes different coloured
overlays and reading aids if required.

Please ask one of our wardens or Jon
if you require one during a service.
Please return the bags and overlays at
the end of the service or leave them
in your pew to be collected.

Thank You.

A Little Bit Of Extra Help....

At Brindle St James' Church we are committed
ko making everyone feel welcome and included
at all our services.

We recognise that some people might have
sensory needs or find it more difficult be
engaged all the way through a service.

We offer calm bags for children (please ask
anyone at the back of church for one) that
include headphones and activities.

Also reading overlays are available on the top
of the desk next to the font to use with service
and hymn books. (Please return after the
service).

There are also small hand held crosses at the
end of each pew for anyone to use.

Please feel free to chat to Jon, the church
fvardens or myself if there is anything else you
need.

Rosalyn Eastwood

CALL FOR FRONT COVER PHOTOS!

We would love to see any photos of the church, Brindle and the surrounding
area. Please also say if you would like your name to appear under the image
so we can credit you!

Thank You

@

Please send any photos to brindle.voice@gmail.com
by the 21°* of each month.



Advent & Christmas
at Brindle St James

A season of

E'E STARTS THURSDAY 19" NOV, 7.00pm
(19" & 26™ NOV; 3 & 10" DEC)

ADVENT COURSE:
WALKING WITH ANGELS

.*. SATURDAY 28" NOVEMBER, 7.00pm -*.

CHRISTMAS GALA CONCERT:
HELEN LATHAM

n ¥

SUNDAY 29" NOVEMBER, 10.30am

ADVENT SUNDAY:
HOLY COMMUNION

2" SUNDAY IN ADVENT:

HOLY COMMUNION &
th
SUNDAY 6" DECEMBER. 10.30am SUNDAY SCHOOL
WEDENSDAY 9'" DECEMBER, 6.30pm PRAISE SERVICE

SUNDAY 13" DECEMBER:
9.00am
10.30am

* 3.00pm *

3" SUNDAY IN ADVENT
SAID HOLY COMMUNION
SUNG HOLY COMMUNION

‘+- SUNDAY SCHOOL NATIVITY -*»

TUESDAY 15" & THURSDAY 17*" DECEMBER,
6.30pm

CAROL SINING AROUND THE VILLAGE
* MEET AT CHURCH

SUNDAY 20" DECEMBER,
1030am

f o 4

4™ SUNDAY IN ADVENT
HOLY COMMUNION
& SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PARTY
«*— 9 LESSONS & CAROLS -*»
WITH BRINDLE BRASS BAND
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at Brindle St James - *

A season of %pe Eo s

Advent & Christmas - »

J‘E 3‘( CHRISTMAS EVE: *
th

‘*‘ THURSDAY 24™ DECEMBER, 11.15pm MIDNIGHT MASS
CHRISTMAS DAY

.*. FRIDAY 25" DECEMBER, 10.00am * —*— CHRISTMAS HOLY COMMUNION *
*you are invited to bring a present,

big or small, to show & tell.

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

th
SUNDAY 27D N PARISH CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

)‘E AFTER CHRISTMAS QUIZ B‘E
+ TUESDAY 29" DECEMBER, 7.00pm -*» £6/ ADULT ~ U 12's FREE

*Pleae bring your own festive drinks and snacks

all services/events marked with a star
will count towards faith school registration.
Please ask for more information.

¥ —  Eeryone Welcome — ¢
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A Chrlstmas Gala %

An Evening ﬂf Opera, Musicals
& Festive Splendour #

Join Sopranos Helen Latham and
Georgina Rosanna Crowe and the '
wonderful pianist Christopher Ellis
A
Beautiful music from your favourite .
operas and the musicals, ( .

'\ plus some glorious Christmas favourites.
" *_ 4
SAT 28TH NOVEMBER 2026 i DOPm -

Tickets are £18 and include refresh HIEH{S
Lynn Packer ~ 07305549247

A
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| admitted to our Brindle Historical
Society speaker that | knew little
about Florence Nightingale beyond
the fact that she carried a lamp. By
the end of Frances Raftery’s excellent
presentation, however, | felt
considerably better informed - not
only about Florence and the Crimean
War, but even about the Rylands
Library in Manchester!
Frances was volunteering at the
Rylands when she discovered a small
book entitled Notes on Nursing,
written by Florence and published in
1860. Still in print today, it explains
her philosophy in straightforward
language. Florence believed that
many illnesses resulted from poor air
quality and that contagion could
occur without physical contact. As
she wrote, “...nature alone cures...
what nursing has to do... is to put the
patient in the best condition for
nature to act upon him.” This
philosophy underpinned her work
with wounded soldiers in the
Crimean War, which ultimately
contributed to significant
improvements in survival rates.

Florence was born on 12 May 1820,
during her parents’ Grand Tour of
Europe, and named after the city of
her birth. Her birthday is now
celebrated as International Nurses'
Day. She grew up at Embley Park in
Hampshire, receiving the education
considered appropriate for an
aristocratic young lady - which
excluded science and mathematics.
At 17, she experienced what she
regarded as a religious calling to
nursing, but her father initially
refused to let her pursue it. Hospital
nursing was then poorly regarded,
chaotic and lacking in formal
organisation.

Causes of Mortality in the Army in the East

Jul 1854

Jun 1854

May 1854 Aug 1854

Apr 1854 Sep 1854 Cause

Oct 1854 B

Nov 1854

Disease
Other
Wounds

Deaths

Mar 1855

Feb 1855

Jan 1855 Dec 1854

Eventually, she was allowed to train
at a Lutheran institution in
Germany, where she gained

practical experience and learned
systematic nursing methods. The
emphasis on organisation and
sanitation suited her character and
proved a turning pointin her life.
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Her abilities impressed her
friend Sidney Herbert, then
Secretary of State for War, who
helped arrange for her to take
38 nurses to Crimea where they
worked at the Scutari barracks.
Here, Florence did what she
could to alleviate the suffering
of wounded and sick soldiers
and she was horrified by the
death statistics but discovered
that disease, rather than battle
wounds, was responsible for
most deaths.

On returning home, she used her
influential contacts to campaign
for a Royal Commission on the
Health of the Army. Working with
statisticians, she analysed vast
quantities of military mortality
records, demonstrating that
disease posed a far greater threat
than battlefield injuries.
Florence also helped design and
standardise what became known
as Nightingale wards: high-
ceilinged rooms with large
windows opening off a central
corridor. Fresh air was considered
essential to patient recovery, so
windows were often kept open,
whatever the weather.

Her dedication to nursing was such
that she turned down three marriage
proposals. Nurses trained in her
methods went on to work around the
world, many keeping in touch with
her through correspondence.
Florence replied to their letters, and
thousands of these survive today.
She died in 1910, aged 90, having
requested a simple gravestone
bearing only her initials and dates of
birth and death. The state
registration of nurses was finally
established in 1919, nine years after
her death.

1 ([

The next meeting of the Society is
on Monday 16th November when
Heather Davis will present an
illustrated talk entitled
Lancashire in Fifty Objects where
a number of these objects will be
used to tell the story of our great
county.

Historical Society members get in
free and it’s just £5.00 for guests
which includes tea or coffee,
biscuits and a chat.

[FOR MORE DETAILS, PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE

HTTPS://BRINDLEHISTORICALSOCIETY.CO.UK/



https://brindlehistoricalsociety.co.uk/

PUMPKIN PHOTOS!

Goodbye and Thank You!

At this month’s Brindle Community Hall
meeting we said good bye to Richard Evans
who has served on the committee for 40
years!

Richard is currently representing Brindle Art
Group and over the years has also served
as Chairman.

Richard has been fundamental over the
years in making the hall what it is today and
all the trustees wish to thank Richard for all
that he has done.

‘It has been a real privilege to serve on -
the Hall committee and | would like to
thank past and present members for
their support over the last 40 years'.
Richard
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Age: 3-11 (12+ as volunteer leaders — please ask)

15" & 3 SUNDAY (in term), 10:20-11:30
6th & 20th Sept | 4th & 18th Oct
1" & 15™ Nov | 6™ Dec + Nativity

A relaxed space where children can have fun, make friends and discover more about Jesus.
We explore Bible stories, ask questions, play games, get creative,
pray together and enjoy our famous Sunday School Café!

Children can be dropped off before the service, so parents and carers can head into church,.\/_
and picked up again after the service. A registration form needs to be completes on your child's finsf isit.

For more details: sallyprice07@gmail.com

Fun, friendship and faith.

BRINDLE SAINT JAMES 4
MONEY MATTERS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

We are deeply grateful for your financial support.
The God-given vision and ministry of St James’ Church
is made possible through your generous giving.

WAYS TO GIVE
Standing Order (preferred) Online

Fee-free and helps us plan sustainably. Give securely via Give A Little:

Payee: St James Church Brindle Give A Little - St James Brindle.
Sort Code: 40-37-25
Account: 71898175

In Church Gift Aid

You can give during services via the offertory UK taxpayers can increase their gift
bags, by placing cash in the plate at the back of by 25% at no extra cost.
church, or using the contactless card machine. please consider completing a Gift Aid form

THANK YOU!



https://media.acny.uk/media/news/post/2022/02/BankDetailsAndGiftAidForm_Version4_20220209.pdf

BRINDLE ST JAMES PRESGHOOL
2026- 2027

A small setting with big opportunities, where every child is
known, valued and supported to thrive.

A nurturing, family-feel environment with positive role models

and a strong focus on wellbeing and personal development.

Daily outdoor learning and hands-on activities like swimming, sports,
balance bikes and first aid to help every child grow with confidence.

[

SEGIIBE A I’I.III}E Fllll HE)IT ﬂGﬂIlEMIG YEAR

*WE RRE NOW FULL THIS YEAR

Contact: 01254852379 h.smith@brindle-st-james.lancs.sch.uk




Community Directory

Rector

Church Warden
Church Warden
Church Treasurer
Sunday School

Pastoral Visitors

Bell Ringers
Mothers Union
PCC Secetary
Weekly Notice Sheet
Cubs/Scouts/Beavers

Guiding/Brownies/Rainbows

Community Hall Bookings
W.I.
St James Players

Historical Society

Brindle Art Group
BOFFS (55+)
Gardening Club
St. James primary School

Brindle Parish Council

Rev Jon Price

Roger Parr
Elaine Courtney
Richard Howarth

Catharine Cummins

Lynn Packer
Ann Greenland

Stuart Crosby
Rana Shiadah Dvaidson
Julia Dixon
Lynn Packer
Ann Hardman

Sam Eccles

Susan Horrocks
Susan Burgess
Stuart Lockhart

Henry Stone

Shirley Stone
Wyn Tagg
Barbara Woods
Head: Mrs Austin

Clerk
Darren Cranshaw

07483 948 380

rector@brindlestjames.co.uk

rogerparrlO@aol.com

07957 561 151
07713 390 722
01772 316 745

01772 323 267
07973 726 608

01257 265 542
07801546254
07411 888 090
01772 323 267

gsl@bsjscouts.co.uk

07749 383 888

1stbrindle.guides@gmail.com

01254 852173

07930 134 288

01254 852 522

01254 854 290

henry.stone.t21@btinternet.com

01254 854 290

01772 312 447

bwoods@talktalk.net

01254 873 379

clerk@brindleparishcouncil.org.uk
Darren.cranshaw@brindle-pc.go.uk
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07857 122901
wmEt. alan @dh-j&il‘lﬂ‘f.tﬁ.l.lk
No Job too Small Contact Julie Pawson Tel: 07714 285699
— email: juliebpawson@outlook.com
‘ www.ak-joinery.co.uk

" iTMEDICS

COMPUTERS e INTERNET e WIF| « MOBILES

computer freezing or running slowly?
computer won’t switch on or start up?
Issues with your internet, wifi or mobile?

call us on 01254 851111
REPAIRS  SERVICING ® UPGRADES

Logs & Kindling

Trailer loads or Bags
Delivered to your door

Tree Surgery Service

Tel: 01254 854238
01257 273718

DAVID RICHARDSON

All aspects of plumbing and heating services

Gas Boiler/Fire Installation,
Service and Repair

Over 35 years of experience
Friendly, low cost and reliable service

Free no obligation quotes
‘ ITH:: Job too small

4 Warwick Road, Eccleston, Chorley, PR7 550
T. 01257 452223 M. 07779 016085

P. Hitchen
Traditional Plasterer

Internal & External
Re-Skims over Artex
Waterproof Sand & Cement

Rendering
All Damp Problems

All property repairs:-
Pointing, Roof Repairs
Ridges, Chimneys

01257 268950
07768 997688

LCC Safe Trader Registered




~ B.LIVESEY LIMITED

The Wilde Family

Family continually owned and run since 1848 Ian . : -~
Completely Independent & Professionally qualified . Serving _L'nurﬁuﬂ ilies
FUNERAL FURNISHERS 4 Wllde e 1890
Local, National & Worldwide = | INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Chris Livesey DipFD, MEIFD, MBIE

1000 AS Leaflets

Full Colour

AS Leaflets £5$ Golden Charter Funeral Plans Funeral Plans
Wierking slomg wiih Golden Charer we can prepare @ plams o sult from

Dircctor's sorvioes al inday™s pricos. Golden Charter *

Imdividual needs. A fi i plan i y y
arangements i sdvanc, and fx he <ot of your Funcrst QYIS 0L
Wl A2 Posters || CANVASES -
tromoniy £5 sach = 297x420mm £34
e e o | Providing comforting support in your time of need
We operate a 24 hour, 365 days a year personal service.

/ . - v
. EAR A e i : -
Sprintprinr away - Call any time 01772 902345
®an e 4 T ks A 211 Station Road, Bamber Bridge, Preston, Lancashire PRS 6LD
Telephane: 01772629229 @&: 4 mail@ianwildefunerals.co.uk | www.ianwildefunerals.co.uk

Brindle Voice Commercial Advertising
Julie Pawson
07714285669

juliebpawson@outlook.com

Brindle Voice Editor
Rosalyn Eastwood
07805378780
brindle.voice@gmail.com

If you would like your local organisation’s contact details included in the Community Directory,
or have photos for the cover or inside the magazine, please contact Rosalyn.
Contributions are always gratefully received.
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	Calm Bags and Reading Overlays
	We have restocked our calm bags in church that are available to use for any children who have sensory needs. They include headphones, activities and fidgets.
	We have also placed a basket on the top of the cabinet next to the font that includes different coloured overlays and reading aids if required.
	Please ask one of our wardens or Jon if you require one during a service.
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	CALL FOR FRONT COVER PHOTOS!
	We would love to see any photos of the church, Brindle and the surrounding area. Please also say if you would like your name to appear under the image so we can credit you!
	Thank You

	Please send any photos to brindle.voice@gmail.com
	by the 21st of each month.


	Florence was born on 12 May 1820, during her parents’ Grand Tour of Europe, and named after the city of her birth. Her birthday is now celebrated as International Nurses’ Day. She grew up at Embley Park in Hampshire, receiving the education considered appropriate for an aristocratic young lady – which excluded science and mathematics. At 17, she experienced what she regarded as a religious calling to nursing, but her father initially refused to let her pursue it. Hospital nursing was then poorly regarded, chaotic and lacking in formal organisation.
	I admitted to our Brindle Historical Society speaker that I knew little about Florence Nightingale beyond the fact that she carried a lamp. By the end of Frances Raftery’s excellent presentation, however, I felt considerably better informed – not only about Florence and the Crimean War, but even about the Rylands Library in Manchester!
	Frances was volunteering at the Rylands when she discovered a small book entitled Notes on Nursing, written by Florence and published in 1860. Still in print today, it explains her philosophy in straightforward language. Florence believed that many illnesses resulted from poor air quality and that contagion could occur without physical contact. As she wrote, “...nature alone cures... what nursing has to do... is to put the patient in the best condition for nature to act upon him.” This philosophy underpinned her work with wounded soldiers in the Crimean War, which ultimately contributed to significant improvements in survival rates.
	Eventually, she was allowed to train at a Lutheran institution in Germany, where she gained practical experience and learned systematic nursing methods. The emphasis on organisation and sanitation suited her character and proved a turning point in her life.
	Her dedication to nursing was such that she turned down three marriage proposals. Nurses trained in her methods went on to work around the world, many keeping in touch with her through correspondence. Florence replied to their letters, and thousands of these survive today.
	She died in 1910, aged 90, having requested a simple gravestone bearing only her initials and dates of birth and death. The state registration of nurses was finally established in 1919, nine years after her death.
	Her abilities impressed her friend Sidney Herbert, then Secretary of State for War, who helped arrange for her to take 38 nurses to Crimea where they worked at the Scutari barracks. Here, Florence did what she could to alleviate the suffering of wounded and sick soldiers and she was horrified by the death statistics but discovered that disease, rather than battle wounds, was responsible for most deaths.
	On returning home, she used her influential contacts to campaign for a Royal Commission on the Health of the Army. Working with statisticians, she analysed vast quantities of military mortality records, demonstrating that disease posed a far greater threat than battlefield injuries.
	Florence also helped design and standardise what became known as Nightingale wards: high-ceilinged rooms with large windows opening off a central corridor. Fresh air was considered essential to patient recovery, so windows were often kept open, whatever the weather.

	The next meeting of the Society is on Monday 16th November when Heather Davis will present an illustrated talk entitled Lancashire in Fifty Objects where a number of these objects will be used to tell the story of our great county.
	Historical Society members get in free and it’s just £5.00 for guests which includes tea or coffee, biscuits and a chat.
	HTTPS://BRINDLEHISTORICALSOCIETY.CO.UK/

	PUMPKIN PHOTOS!!
	Goodbye and Thank You!
	Richard
	THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT !
	We are deeply grateful for your financial support.
	The God-given vision and ministry of St James’ Church
	is made possible through your generous giving.

	WAYS TO GIVE
	Standing Order (preferred)
	In Church
	Online
	Gift Aid
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