
The Greenway Benefice Sunday Sheet 
Holy Trinity Badgeworth, St Paul's Shurdington, and St Mary's Witcombe with Bentham  

(Sunday services, readings and prayers are on this sheet, please look in the Three in One* for other news and notices)     

 

Sunday 15th November 2026 

2nd Sunday before Advent     

Safeguarding Sunday 

 

Today’s Services 
 9.30 St Paul’s Holy Communion 

11.00 Holy Trinity BCP Morning Prayer 

11.00 St Mary’s Holy Communion 

 

Collect 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

you are always more ready to hear than we to pray 

and to give more than either we desire or deserve: 

pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, 

forgiving us those things of which our conscience is 

afraid and giving us those good things 

which we are not worthy to ask 

but through the merits and mediation 

of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 
Readings for Safeguarding Sunday 
 

Isaiah 43:1–3a 
 But now, O Jacob, listen to the Lord who created you. 

O Israel, the one who formed you says, 

“Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. 

I have called you by name; you are mine. 
2When you go through deep waters, 

I will be with you. 

When you go through rivers of difficulty, 

you will not drown. 

When you walk through the fire of oppression, 

you will not be burned up; 

the flames will not consume you. 
3For I am the Lord, your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.  

 

Psalm 71 

O Lord, I have come to you for protection; 

don’t let me be disgraced. 

Save me and rescue me, 

for you do what is right. 

Turn your ear to listen to me, 

and set me free. 

Be my rock of safety 

where I can always hide. 

Give the order to save me, 

for you are my rock and my fortress. 

My God, rescue me from the power of the wicked, 

from the clutches of cruel oppressors. 

O Lord, you alone are my hope. 

I’ve trusted you, O Lord, from childhood. 

Yes, you have been with me from birth; 

from my mother’s womb you have cared for me. 

No wonder I am always praising you! 

My life is an example to many, 

because you have been my strength and protection. 

That is why I can never stop praising you; 

I declare your glory all day long. 

And now, in my old age, don’t set me aside. 

Don’t abandon me when my strength is failing. 

For my enemies are whispering against me. 

They are plotting together to kill me. 

They say, “God has abandoned him. 

Let’s go and get him, 

for no one will help him now.” 

O God, don’t stay away. 

My God, please hurry to help me. 

Bring disgrace and destruction on my accusers. 

Humiliate and shame those who want to harm me. 

But I will keep on hoping for your help; 

I will praise you more and more. 

I will tell everyone about your righteousness. 

All day long I will proclaim your saving power, 

though I am not skilled with words. 

I will praise your mighty deeds, O Sovereign Lord. 

I will tell everyone that you alone are just. 

O God, you have taught me from my earliest childhood, 

and I constantly tell others about the wonderful things 

you do. 

Now that I am old and grey, 

do not abandon me, O God. 

Let me proclaim your power to this new generation, 

your mighty miracles to all who come after me. 

Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the highest 

heavens. 

You have done such wonderful things. 

Who can compare with you, O God? 

You have allowed me to suffer much hardship, 

but you will restore me to life again 

and lift me up from the depths of the earth. 

You will restore me to even greater honour 



and comfort me once again. 

Then I will praise you with music on the harp, 

because you are faithful to your promises, O my God. 

I will sing praises to you with a lyre, 

O Holy One of Israel. 

I will shout for joy and sing your praises, 

for you have ransomed me. 

I will tell about your righteous deeds 

all day long, 

for everyone who tried to hurt me 

has been shamed and humiliated. 

 

 

Romans 12:17–21 
  Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a 

way that everyone can see you are honourable. Do all 

that you can to live in peace with everyone. 

Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the 

righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, 

“I will take revenge; 

I will pay them back,” 

says the Lord. 

Instead, 

“If your enemies are hungry, feed them. 

If they are thirsty, give them something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap 

burning coals of shame on their heads.” 

Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing 

good.   

 

Gospel Reading 
 

Matthew 18.1-11   

 

About that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, 

“Who is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?” 

Jesus called a little child to him and put the child among 

them. Then he said, “I tell you the truth, unless you turn 

from your sins and become like little children, you will 

never get into the Kingdom of Heaven. So, anyone who 

becomes as humble as this little child is the greatest in 

the Kingdom of Heaven. 

 “And anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my 

behalf is welcoming me. But if you cause one of these 

little ones who trusts in me to fall into sin, it would be 

better for you to have a large millstone tied around your 

neck and be drowned in the depths of the sea. 

 “What sorrow awaits the world, because it tempts 

people to sin. Temptations are inevitable, but what 

sorrow awaits the person who does the tempting. So, if 

your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw 

it away. It’s better to enter eternal life with only one 

hand or one foot than to be thrown into eternal fire with 

both of your hands and feet. And if your eye causes you 

to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It’s better to enter 

eternal life with only one eye than to have two eyes and 

be thrown into the fire of hell. 

“Beware that you don’t look down on any of these little 

ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels are always 

in the presence of my heavenly Father. 

 

This week’s prayers 
Please remember in your prayers:  

• Those living in Welch House. 

• Tourism in the Benefice and those who visit our 
churches.  

• We are also praying for the people of Ukraine 
and the Middle East, that they may freely live in 
peace. 

 

Shurdington Primary School 
We are continuing our school links, and we pray for the 

staff and pupils.  

 

Our Frontline Prayer 
We thank you, Heavenly Father, for the gift of this 

community. We commend one another to you on our 

different frontlines.  

Wherever we are, whatever we do, whoever we are, 

may the Holy Spirit guide us in all things so that we may 

do God's will in the world, in the service of Jesus Christ 

and with great joy. 

 

In Church next week 

 

Thursday 19th November 
2pm St Paul’s Holy Communion  

Sunday 22nd November     Christ the King 

10.30 St Mary’s Benefice Holy Communion 

This will be the only service in the Benefice this Sunday – 

all welcome. 

*Our Three in One magazine is available in churches, 

can be delivered to your door, and is in the News and 

Notices section of our www.achurchnearyou.com pages 

(type any Parish name into the search bar to find us) 

 

ECO tip for November 
As winter creeps in, homes are really important. 

God calls us to give nature a home, too. Now’s 

the time to start feeding the birds again, and 

make room for hedgehogs to hibernate. 

More details in this month’s Three in One 

  


