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At the Heart of the Wood: a season of new 

beginnings! 

As I look back over the past few months at St 

John’s, I feel thankful for all that God is doing 

among us. There have been new ideas, 

familiar traditions, generous acts of service 

and many opportunities to come together. 

Above all, I have seen the warmth and 

welcome that make St John’s such a special 

part of Walsall Wood. 

 

Our summer fayre was a wonderful 

celebration of community, with more stalls 

than the year before, good food, music and plenty to enjoy. It 

was lovely to see people supporting local groups and charities, 

and simply spending time together. 

 

In August, we held a quiet day with the theme Becoming the 

Church God Calls Us to Be. We made space to pray and reflect 

on what God might be asking of us, both as individuals and as a 

church family. That question has stayed with me as we have 

taken some exciting steps this autumn. 

 

The Bread Pantry now opens every Saturday from 12 noon to 

2pm, offering surplus food, bread and bakery items.  

There is no referral or need to explain why you have come.  

It is a simple way of sharing what we have and making sure 

people know there is a place for them at St John’s. 

 

 

 

A Few words from Revd. Lisa Mitchell 



                                                                                                          

 

September also saw the start of our Alpha course, where people 

could explore life, faith and meaning together. Our new All Age 

Café Church began too, with a relaxed service around tables, 

refreshments, conversation, activities and prayer. At its launch, 

38 adults and three children joined us. Since then, our Harvest 

Café Church has brought people together to celebrate and share 

gifts for the Foodbank. 

 

In October, we launched The Breakfast Club on the first 

Saturday of each month. Over bacon baps, tea and coffee, men 

can meet, chat and enjoy one another’s company. Everyone is 

welcome, and it has been lovely to see this new space for 

friendship take shape. 

 

There is more to look forward to in the coming weeks. On 5 

November we will celebrate The Heart of the Wood, a book of 

local memories. A chance to open our doors, enjoy one another’s 

company and celebrate the life of this community. 

 

As we approach Advent, our attention will turn to the hope and 

light of Christ. Advent invites us to pause, prepare and make 

room: in our churches, in our homes and in our hearts. Then, at 

Christmas, we will celebrate the good news that God came 

among us in the birth of Jesus. 

We are beginning to prepare for the season’s services and 

celebrations, and I hope you will join us. Whether you come 

regularly, have not visited for a while, or are thinking of coming 

for the first time, there will be a welcome for you at St John’s. 

Thank you to everyone who has given their time, shared their 

gifts, offered encouragement or simply come through the door. 

Every act of kindness helps make St John’s a place of welcome 

and hope, truly at the heart of the Wood. I am excited to see what 

God will do among us next.  Reverend Lisa. 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 
 

 

 

Saturday 21st November – Christmas Fayre  
Saturday 28th November – Walsall Symphony Orchestra  

 

Fortnightly News Sheet - This gives information on what is 

taking place, as it happens, covering Worship through to Fund 

Raising.  If you would like to receive these they are available in 

Church and at the Thursday Place of Worship in the Hall, but 

also via email:  valeriebenford2@gmail.com. 
 

Weekly activities 

Mondays             9.30am – Babies and Toddler Group in the Hall 

(term time only) 

                            10am – Morning prayer  

5pm – Rainbows in the Hall (term time only) 

                             6pm – Brownies in the Hall (term time only) 

Tuesdays            10am – Morning Prayer  

                             6.30pm – Guides in the hall (term time only) 

                             7.30pm – Choir Practice  

Wednesdays      10am – Morning Prayer  

                             7.30pm – Evening prayer  

                             7.30pm – Music Group in hall  

Thursdays          10am – Morning Prayer  

                            10.30am – Places of Welcome in the hall  

                            5pm – Rainbows in the hall (term time only) 

Fridays 9.30am – Weight Watchers in the hall  

                            10am – Morning prayer 

 

Young Church 1st and 3rd Sunday 10am service (term time 

only) 

 

Dates for the Diary  

mailto:valeriebenford2@gmail.com


                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 

The Breakfast Club 
 

Men matter too — and no one should have to walk alone.  

Join us at St John’s Church, Walsall Wood, on the first 

Saturday of every month, from 9.00am to 11.00am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy a bacon bap, tea or coffee, and friendly conversation in a 

relaxed, welcoming space. Come for ten minutes or stay for the 

whole morning. Whether you’re local, new to the area, or simply 

looking for good company, you’ll be very welcome. 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 

 

 

Welcome to your local Place of Welcome. It belongs to a growing 

network of Places of Welcome that are run by local community 

groups who want to make sure everyone in your area has a place 

to go for conversation and a cup of tea if and when they need it.  

Each Place of Welcome is slightly different from each other but 

each is open to everyone and offers:  

• Friendship and hospitality; 

• Regular opening at the same time each week; 

• Free refreshments; 

• Local knowledge about the neighbourhood.  

 

You can be sure when you see our logo that this is a place where 

you will be listened to and talked to and free hospitality will be on 

offer. 

 

Here at St John’s our Places of Welcome is held in the Church 

Hall every Thursday at 10.30am. Come and join us for a cuppa, 

a chat or one of our fortnightly games of bingo! You will always 

be greeted with a warm welcome.  

 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 

Wordsearch for St Luke 

To St Luke, whose feast-day is 18th October, we owe a beautifully written 

gospel as well as the Book of Acts. He was a Greek physician and faithful 

travelling companion to St Paul. Under house arrest near the end of his life 

Paul noted, ‘only Luke is with me’. Luke’s gospel focuses on the compassion 

of Christ, and offers us moving parables, such as the Good Samaritan and 

Prodigal Son. Women figure more prominently in Luke’s gospel than in any 

other: look out for the extended story of the Virgin Birth, and stories of Mary, 

Elizabeth, and the woman who was a sinner. His gospel also features more 

poor people, more lepers, more ‘sinners’, who are all shown to be ‘inside’ the 

love of Christ. In Acts, Luke skilfully links sacred and profane history, as 

subsequent archaeology has shown. He tells of how the early Christians 

moved away from Jerusalem into the pagan world, and especially on to 

Rome. 

 

                                           

Physician              Travelling             Faithful                   Acts                    Luke      

Feast                        Paul                       Compassion          Parables                Prodigal  

Day                          Greek                 Samaritan             Lepers                    Pagan  

Written                    Son                    Women                 Sinner                    Rome  

Gospel                      Good                     Poor                       Jerusalem              Christians     

Early 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

 

 

From The Registers 

 

 

Funerals 

 

Betty Murial Purchas 

Robert Arthur Grainger  

 

 

Burial of Ashes  

 

Keith Sears 

Anthony Meacham  

 

 

May they rest in peace and rise to eternal life in God’s 

presence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptisms 

 

Molly Rose Dennant  

Laura-Jane Portsmouth  

Robyn Elsie Samantha Newell  

Billie Alison Victoria Shinn 



                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE AT ST JOHN’S 

If you need support, or know someone who 

does, have a confidential word with  

Rev. Lisa, Rev John, Angela, Doreen,  

Suzie, Colin, Jane or Sharon. 

 

 

 

HOPE CMA DEBT CENTRE - They are there to help with debt, 

household budgeting and general money advice queries.  

Contact Jacqueline for friendly 

confidential help and advice on 

079499 37561 or email: 

Jacqueline@hopedebtcentre.co.uk 

 

 

 

WALSALL CONNECTED  

Are you struggling to access 

Walsall Council services online? 

Walsall Connected can help you 

to apply for a blue badge, build 

digital skills such as using 

emails, access Council services 

online. Find your local Walsall 

Connected Centre. Call 01922 650000 or 

www.walsall.gov.uk/walsallconnected 

 

 

 

St  John’s 
the Heart of the Wood 

 

Resources Page 

mailto:Jacqueline@hopedebtcentre.co.uk


                                                                                                          

 



                                                                                                          

JOIN OU 



                                                                                                          

 

JOIN OUR  

ALL AGE CAFÉ SERVICE 

at 11 a.m. on the 

SECOND SUNDAY 

of the month 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next magazine deadline: 
If you wish to submit an article for the Winter Edition  
please ensure you do so by end of November and hand it 

into Katie Dennant, Colin Roberts or Val Benford. 
 

Thank you 

 



                                                                                                          

Enquiries    

The Parish Office 

Telephone 01543 372284 

Parish Administrator: Katie Dennant  

 

Opening Hours: 

Monday   9.30am – 12.30pm 

Wednesday 9.30am – 12.30pm 

Friday 9.30am – 12.30pm (Fridays are reserved for administration)  

For enquiries regarding Baptism, Marriage, the Churchyard, and the 

Community Hall; also for service times. Special services, and general 

enquiries relating to the parish. 

Otherwise please ring 

The Reverend Lisa Mitchell on 01543 360558 

 

Community Hall 

This is available for hire most weekdays, Friday evenings and Saturdays. 

Contact the Church Office for availability on 01543 372284.  

Social Events 

Check our web site for details of the above events and any future ones.  

Who’s Who at St John’s 

 

Incumbent / Minister in Charge 

Rev Lisa Mitchell 

St John’s Ministry Team: 

Rev John Pretty – Retired Priest 

Miss Doreen Sears – Reader 

Miss Sharon Hodgetts – Authorised Lay Minister 

  

Churchwardens  

Mrs Suzie Thomas  suziem_140@outlook.com 07729553674 

     

PCC Secretary  Mrs Valerie Benford    

valeriebenford2@gmail.com        

   

St John’s CE Primary School 

Brook Lane, Walsall Wood, WS9 9NA – 01543 452197 

Head Teacher  Mr Andrew Mills 

 

St  John’s Church 
the Heart of the Wood 

 

mailto:suziem_140@outlook.com
mailto:valeriebenford2@gmail.com


                                                                                                          

Worship 

        at St John’s 

Sunday 
9.00 a.m. Said Holy Communion 

10.00 a.m.  Morning Service as below: 
 

1st, 3rd and 4th Sunday: Sung Holy Communion 

5th Sunday:   Morning Worship 

 

2nd Sunday  
9.00 a.m. Said Holy Communion 

11.00 a.m. All Age Café Service 

  6.30 p.m  Evensong   
      

Midweek Worship 
10.00 a.m.  Morning Prayer (Monday to Friday) 

 

The Parish Church of St. John 

High Street, Walsall Wood, Walsall, WS9 9LP 

Tel: 01543 372284.   email: 

stjohnswalsallwood@btinternet.com 

Minister in Charge: Rev. Lisa Mitchell: 

revlisamitchell@gmail.com 

Charity No. 1138950 

              Everyone is assured of a very warm welcome 

 

St  John’s Church 
the Heart of the Wood 

 


