
 

The Radcliffe Team Ministry  

Parish of St Mary 

and 

Parish of St Thomas and St John with St Philip’s Community Centre 
 

NOTICES THIS WEEK 
Sunday 15 November 2026 

Second Sunday before Advent 
 
 

Sunday and the week ahead 
 

Sun 15th    
 

Second 
Sunday 
before Advent 

9:30am Eucharist at St Mary’s With refreshments 
11:15am Eucharist at St Thomas and St John’s 

• We welcome Jim playing today 
• Deadline to notify non-availability 

for December rotas (07759595140) 
• Christmas Lunch sign up sheets 

are in church.  Remaining deposits 
are urgently required by Sue please 

• Please see Carol Cain for Smartie tubes 
• Christmas Fair: please sign up to help 
• Our annual Toy Collection is coming up 

on 29 November; please bring from now 
on your new unwrapped toys and leave 
on the plinth next to the font.  They will 
be given to needy families.  

• The church collection last Sunday raised 
£240.60 for the Royal British Legion 

 The Ministry of Healing will be offered 
during morning service in each church:  
laying on of hands with anointing and 
prayer for yourself or a loved one 

 

Tue 17th  7:00pm St Mary’s PCC meets at the vicarage  
Wed 18th  10:00am Team mid-week Communion at St Mary’s With refreshments 
Fri 20th  10:15am Team Friday Friends meet at St TJ’s  For Bible Study 

noon Team Intercessions at St TJ’s BYO lunch to follow 

Sat 21st  10:30am Saturday Café at St TJ’s, including 
Vestry Hour (10:30-11:30am)  

Until 12:30pm 

Sun 22nd    
 

Christ the King 

9:30am Eucharist at St Mary’s With refreshments 

11:00am Eucharist at St Thomas and St John’s  
- “ 

Points for Prayer 
 

For healing St Mary’s: Catherine, Wendy and Alan, Andrew Berry, Ken Brooks, 
Berenice Carey, Anna Cowsill, David Duckworth, Mick Dugdill, Colin 
Embrey, Margaret Embrey, Christine Firth, William Firth, Jacqui Garvey, 
Betty Golding, Peter Gorman, Colin Harrison, Pauline Holt, Christine 
Martin, Harry Melling, David and Jean Valentine, Ian Williams, Janice Wright 
St Thomas and St John’s: Alan Cain, Jacob Dewar, Zohreh Galati, Lyn 
Hill, Louise Peart 

Bereaved Family and friends of Margaret Dinen, Graham Sutherland & Andrew 
Books of 
Remembrance   

St Mary’s: Robin Francis Porter (16th); Doris Lowther (18th) 
St Thomas and St John’s:  Leonard Victor Hyde, Bernard Clarke 
(15th); Ethel Pollard, Ernest Battersby (16th); Sarah Paynter, John 
Edward Entwistle, Lily Bentley, Irene Richards (17th); Roy Barkess, 
Edith Elsie Sandiford (18th); John Joseph Donald Last (19th); Marion 
Smethurst, Arnold Hulme Porter, Terry Nortley (20th); John Lockett (21st) 

 



Looking ahead 
 
November 
Fri 27th  Team Advent Course (4 weeks) begins at St Thomas and St John’s 
Sat 28th  St Mary’s Fayre (11:00am) 
December 
Wed 2nd  First Wednesday Friends meet at the vicarage – Advent theme 
Sat 5th  St Thomas and St John’s Christmas Fayre (11:00am) 
Sat 5th  St Mary’s Christmas Wreath Making Workshop  (1:00pm) 
Sun 6th  Christmas Concert by Affetside Choir and Besses Boys Band in St TJ’s.  £8.  

Under-16 free.  Maryse requests help with serving refreshments. 
Thu 10th  St TJ’s Christmas Lunch at Italia Mia (12:30pm for 1:00pm) 
Fri 11th  Carol singing at Rose Court (2:00pm) 
Sat 12th   Affetside Choir Carol Concert at St Mary’s (2:00pm-3:00pm)  £7 
Tue 15th  Christmas Service at St Mary’s for KS2 of Radcliffe Hall School (11am) 
Thu 17th  St John’s School Christmas Service at St TJ’s (10:00am) 
Thu 17th  Carol singing at Holly Bank (2:00pm) 
20th – 25th  Christmas services – see fliers, posters and the electronic notices 

 
The congregation’s feedback is invited 
 
The PCC of St Thomas and St John is considering 
joining Inclusive Church and invites your feedback. 
St Mary’s congregation has already followed this 
route and its PCC has agreed to join.  We would 
publicly display a poster with the following words: 
 

“We believe in inclusive church – a church 
which celebrates and affirms every person and 
does not discriminate.  

 
“We will continue to challenge the church where it 
continues to discriminate against people on 
grounds of disability, economic power, ethnicity, 
gender, gender identity, learning disability, mental 
health, neurodiversity, or sexuality. 

 
“We believe in a Church which welcomes and 
serves all people in the name of Jesus Christ; which 
is scripturally faithful; which seeks to proclaim the 
Gospel afresh for each generation; and which, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, allows all people to 
grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 
love of Jesus Christ.” 
 

Please speak to Revd Marie or any member of the 
PCC to discuss and give your opinion on this 
proposal. Thank you    
 
To be in touch with the clergy, please contact 
Revd Marie Pattison, Team Rector (0161 989 5785 
or 07795 805767 or 
revmariepattison@gmail.com), Revd Irene 
Thirkell, Curate (07435 657865) or Revd Adele 
McKie, Associate Priest (07946 383024).   
 

To discuss baptisms or weddings, please go to 
Vestry Hour from 10:30 on Saturdays at St 
Thomas and St John’s, or from 10:45 on Sundays 
at St Mary’s. 
 

Please supply future information to 
lesandkathleen@btinternet.com or to 0161 724 
5696.   
 
Please follow us and “like” us on our Facebook 
pages: Radcliffe Parish Church of St. Mary; The 
Parish Church of St Thomas & St John, Radcliffe; 
St Philips Community Centre.  

Bible Reading Fellowship  This Christian 
charity inspires, equips and supports people 
of all ages to grow in faith.  One way it does 
this is through Bible reading notes.  They 
take a short portion of scripture for each 
day and provide thoughts to encourage 
understanding and reflection.  A popular 
series is “New Daylight”, available once a 
quarter for £5.99.  At St TJ’s, Sue Aspinall 
offers to put a combined order in each 
quarter. Anyone interested should have a 
word with her by Sunday 6 December.   

Lectio Divina Revd Marie has provided a 
summary of this ancient practice rooted in the 
monastic tradition.. It combines the reading of 
Scripture with meditation on it and prayer.  
The scheme is found on the back of Sunday 
service sheets and is included in the pages of 
the electronic Notices. 

Eco Church  See the white recycling crates in 
church, and the posters and other information 
in the porch at St TJ’s.  St Mary’s has lots of 
help, too, to do the right thing. The Churches 
of our Mission Community are on a recycling 
drive; prescription glasses, hearing aids, 
stamps, foreign currency, bras, candles / wax 
products and printer cartridges can all be used 
to support various local & national initiatives. 
And just in case you wonder whether this 
really makes a difference, in the past 12 
months we have collected almost 2,000 pairs 
of spectacles for the Rotary Club, over 6kg of 
stamps for the Bone Marrow Research Trust & 
Bible Reading Fellowship, multiple bags of bras 
for African communities & the last drop of 
printer cartridges raised £122-10 for 
Oxfam! Our churches also collect non-
perishable goods and toiletries for Porch 
Boxes.  St TJ has a box to receive warm 
winter clothing for those needing it. 



Team Advent Course 

As in previous years, the Team will be holding an Advent Couse this year.  It will be based on the 

Archbishop of York’s Advent book.  Below is a summary of it.   

 

The four weeks of the course will be on 
Friday 27 November 
Friday 4 December 
Friday 11 December 
Friday 18 December 
 
Each will be in St Thomas and St John’s church 
meeting at 10:15am for a brew, with the discussion 
beginning at 10:30am for an hour. 
 
A postscript will conclude the course after Christmas. 
 
There is no need to buy the book although you can if 
you wish (it is available on Amazon and other 
booksellers).  We will be led through the contents of 
the book and questions. 

 
Walking with Angels: The Archbishop of York’s Advent 

Book 2026 by Bishop Eleanor Sanderson is structured 

around the four weeks of Advent. The book blends biblical 

reflection on angelic messages, personal stories of 

encounters, and the physical discipline of prayer walking to 

guide readers through the following four seasonal stages:  

      Chapter / Week 1: Connecting with God 

The opening section focuses on tuning your heart toward the divine reality. Dwell on the scriptural words of 

angels to establish an anchoring relationship with God, allowing you to slow down, step outside, and open 

your spirit to heaven's presence right at the start of the Advent season.  

           Chapter / Week 2: Loving Your Neighbour and Community 

The second phase shifts the focus outward into the physical spaces you occupy. By physically prayer-walking 

through your local streets and neighbourhoods, this section encourages you to see your local community 

through God's eyes, cultivating a proactive, localized love for your neighbours.  

     Chapter / Week 3: Growing in Love for Self 

The third week internalizes the messengers' words of comfort and good news. It explores the deep 

connection, embodiment, and healing power that the gospel offers to your own life, anchoring your personal 

prayer life in humility and an appreciation of your own place in God's story.  

       Chapter / Week 4: Preparing for the Coming of Christ 

The final section unites earthly voices with the praises of heaven to anticipate the ultimate arrival of Jesus. It 

guides your final steps toward Christmas by grounding prayer in everyday life, using journalling prompts and 

group reflections to completely prepare the heart for the coming of Christ.  

 



 

 

St John’s School 
 
St John’s School operates a local hub of The Bread and Butter Thing (TBBT)—a low-cost 
weekly food club that provides families with affordable surplus groceries every Monday 
afternoon. It offers three mixed bags of food for about £8.50, helping support 
households facing rising food costs and food insecurity.   
 
Volunteers are sought to assist in running this service to families for a few hours on 
Monday afternoons.  A weekly commitment is not needed as a rota is in operation.  If 
you can help, please speak to Tracey in church or to Revd Adele at any time. 
 
 



 



 

 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
 
 
 
Being stewards of God’s creation and doing our bit as Christians for the planet, 
if you have any of the following lying around your home then please bring them 

to be recycled  

 
 
 
  
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Giving to church 
Our Churches depend on income from fees paid for some of our services, from fund-raising, 
from activities at St Philip’s Community Centre and – most particularly – from monetary gifts 

from worshippers and other supporters.  In each of our churches, donations can be made via 
digital giving machines using credit or 

debit cards. You can use the QR codes 
below to give.  Please speak to us for 

advice on gift aiding your offering, so that 
each £1 you give becomes £1.25 – at no 

extra cost to you. 
 
 
 

 
                                                  Left:  St TJ’s 
 
                                                  Right: St Mary’s 

 



 

 



 



 

 


