Message to Marton Friends for Sunday 4th October 2026
Dear Marton Friends
Please find attached this week's Vacancy Update, compiled by Richard Haste. I'm also attaching our summary of services across the Benefice in October, and a flyer for our music quiz next weekend (more information below).

This weekend on Sunday 4th October, we have a Celtic Communion Service at 6pm, and this will be celebrated by our very own Canon Robert Law. Everyone is very welcome, as always. We do hope you'll have time to stay afterwards for a chat and refreshments. As the nights are now drawing in, we'll only have one more 6pm service in October (Sunday 18th) before we revert to 3pm for winter and spring services. 

Tuesday Midday Prayers continues weekly - we managed to sit outside this week in the sunshine but it was a little cooler than some of our previous sessions! However with the wind in the trees it was a lovely time to pray for our church, our friends and family, the parish of Marton and Moxby, for safety on the roads, for visitors, services and events. Everyone is always welcome - we meet from 11-12 but just drop in whenever you can. Meeting together weekly means that we also remember to pray regularly for our Benefice, our clergy and volunteers, for plans and ideas, and now for someone who might be interested in becoming our next Priest in Charge!

It was lovely to see Steve and Sue Whiting yesterday on a flying visit to drop off items for the next Jumble Sale (which will be on Saturday 10th if you have anything you want to bring to church this week for me to pass on to be 'rehomed!') Steve and Sue are now just about ready to move out of the Vicarage, and we do pray for them as they prepare to start their new adventures in Beverley. 

Music Quiz
Next Sunday (11th October) from 3-5pm we have our Music Quiz with Clive - I think this'll be a lovely event, so do please invite anyone with an interest in 1960s and 1970s music to come and join us. I'm not great at quizzes of any type, but I'm really looking forward to it! Don't forget, you are invited to bring something you keep, even though you no longer use it. (I think I've just found the perfect thing to bring...) There'll be light refreshments half way through - any offers of help to serve these would be very much appreciated!

Marton Meetings
We hope that this event, following on nicely from Oonagh's Frosterley Open Afternoon last month, might naturally evolve into a whole series of 'Marton Meetings'. These could include another wildlife photography evening with Pam, a display of pyrography, a Quiet Afternoon (or Morning or just an Hour), a singing session, and a Blessing Writing Workshop etc. Do let me know if you have any other ideas!  

Celtic Saints
Many thanks to Tim Padmore for passing on a very interesting link about a recent discovery on the little island of Lios Mòr (Lismore), not far from Oban. I've had a lovely time finding out a bit more. It seems likely that there was a significant Christian community on the island in the 6th century, linked with St Moluag (pronounced "muh-LOO-ag"), who was a contemporary of St Columba who founded Iona Abbey in the year 563. Hopefully, if you close the advert to subscribe to The Guardian, you'll be able to read about the discovery here: 
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2026/oct/01/lismore-archaeological-finds-scottish-island-monastery-spread-of-christianity

St Moluag was very influential in Scotland and there is also a small wayside church dedicated to him on the Isle of Lewis, which became famous as a place of healing. Apparently, in the 1600s, those who couldn't travel there in person sometimes sent wooden carvings of the part of their body that needed healing, to be laid on the altar. I think this is wonderful, but I'm also rather glad that we now lay symbolic stones on the altar at St Mary's!

Joking aside, do remember that Marton Prayer Net are always happy to support you in prayer. For anyone who has recently joined Marton Friends, this small group share between them the responsibility to respond faithfully to requests for prayer, whether they are made in person or left in Marton Church. We pray in our own time, and we don't need to know any details because we believe God already knows them! So please do email if you'd ever like us to pray about a particular person or situation. It can be a massive comfort to know that someone is holding you (or them) in God's light and love, in prayer.

As we begin to experience darker mornings and evenings and some cooler days, this week's blessing comes from Ruth Burgess (published by the Iona Community).

Starmaker God,
Lightener of the world,
bless us and warm us
into life and loving.
Bring us to the light of Jesus
all the length and breadth
of our nights and days.
Amen. 

Every blessing
Caroline 
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