WHAT’S ON AT ST MARY’S, 
WEST MALLING, NOVEMBER 2026


REMEMBER TO WRAP UP WARMLY AT ALL SERVICES – WE HAVE NO HEATING TILL THE SPRING.


The following services will be held at St Mary’s in October/November:
Sunday 25th October:    8am BCP Holy Communion
                                       10am Holy Communion with choir
Sunday 1st November:  8am BCP Holy Communion
                                      10am Holy Communion with Choir, Scholars, Treblemakers
                                       3pm All Souls’ Service                               
Sunday 8th November:  8am BCP Holy Communion
Remembrance Sunday  10am Holy Communion with Choir
2.30pm Civic Service of Remembrance with Choir
                                       All welcome
Sunday 15th November:  8am BCP Holy Communion      
                                         10am All Age Service – Safeguarding Sunday
Sunday 22nd November:  8am BCP Holy Communion
                                          10am Holy Communion 
                                          5pm Choral Evensong with Choir, Scholars,Treblemakers
Friday 27th November     2pm Viners Annual Memorial Service
Sunday 29th November: 10am Team Service Holy Communion at LEYBOURNE     


Bruce Dickson – it was announced in church that Bruce has sadly died whilst away in South Africa.  He will be cremated there. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Gillie and their family.     
   

HIGHLIGHTS

Sunday 1st November at 3pm is All Souls service of Remembering and Hope, to which everyone is invited. The service will be quiet and reflective, with readings, music and an opportunity to have a candle lit in memory of someone dear to us. If you are unable to attend but would like us to remember a loved one, please email Tracey at office@kentdownsmalling.church.

Remembrance 2026 at St Mary’s 
· Sunday 8th November 10am
Service in church, ending with an Act of Remembrance and Two Minutes Silence
Please note: this year there will not be an Act of Remembrance at 11am at the War Memorial on Sunday 8th November. All are welcome to come into church at 10.50 during the final hymn ready to join in the Act of Remembrance inside the building.
· Sunday 8th November: 2.30pm  Civic Service of Remembrance 
Service followed by Wreath-laying at the War Memorial
· Wednesday 11 November 10.50am
Short Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial and Two Minutes Silence, signalled by the firing of maroons.
Sunday 15th November 10am Safeguarding Sunday. 
This service is an opportunity for us, as a church family, to reflect on how we can make our church a safe, welcoming and caring place for everyone. It reminds us of our shared responsibility to protect children, young people and adults who may be vulnerable to harm.

Choral Evensong 22nd November 5pm
Join us for this beautiful, traditional service of bible readings, music and prayer
on the feast of St Cecilia, the Patron Saint of Music 
Choral Music to include: Canticles: Noble in B minor;  Anthem: Abendlied - Rheinberger

A warm welcome to our new Team Vicar
The Bishop of Rochester is delighted to announce that the Revd Annie Blackstone is to become the new Team Vicar for the Benefice of Kent Downs and Malling, subject to the completion of legal formalities. 
Annie served her curacy at St John the Divine, Kennington, in the Diocese of Southwark, having trained for ordination at St Augustine’s College, West Malling.
Annie writes: ‘It is such an exciting time, and I am looking forward to meeting the family of Kent Downs & Malling. My husband Jim and our children Chelsea and Adam are prayerfully anticipating God’s abundance in blessing in the next chapter of our lives’. We look forward to welcoming Annie and her family. Annie is expected to be licensed early in 2027, with further details to follow.

· Homegroups 2026 – see leaflet
· St Mary’s Core Choir and Choral Scholars – practices before/after most 10 am services – contact stmaryswmcomms@gmail.com
· Treblemakers (junior choir) - Wednesdays 6.30-7.30 pm in the Clout Institute, High Street – contact stmaryswmcomms@gmail.com or music@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk
· Bellringers – practices on Mondays at 7.45 pm
· Church Yard Maintenance – contact email for the churchyard maintenance party is churchyard@stmaryswestmalling.org.uk  They meet on alternate Saturdays from 10.00am to midday.
· For regular service times at other churches in the Benefice see Kent Downs & Malling Events newsletter – you should receive this in your inbox.
· For other enquiries contact office@kentdownsmalling.church

Cards for Sale: Many thanks to people who have given me their used greetings cards. I have now recycled them into lovely ‘new’ cards. Please have a look at them at the back of the church – to the left of the main door. They are £1 per card, please pay via the card machine at the back of the church or put cash in the wall safe. All proceeds to church funds. I still need more cards, so please keep them coming! Jill Rutland

Future Dates for Your Diary
· Sunday 20 December: 18:00 Christmas Carol Service

If you have anything you would like to go in the bulletin for December, or any comments, please let me know. With many thanks for your support, 
Jill Rutland 			Communications, St Mary’s PCC – commsstmaryswm@gmail.com
