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Hello and welcome to the October edition of El Corazén.

We want to open by thanking Michael as we publish his 48"
edition of “So Now You Know” — a whopping four years of jottings!
We know how much research goes into every month, and we
really appreciate this fascinating series.

There is so much going on this month in the church, make sure
you check out details inside, alongside:

- Fr Louis shares the writings of Christian healing and
Mysticism. And also share a link for you to take a deeper
look.

- Michael finishes this look at military personnel who are
buried in the War Grave section of the English Cemetery,
this month Sergeant Albert Arthur Ross, of the Royal Air
Force Voluntary

- Colin introduces us to James Hannington, 1847-1885,
Bishop of Eastern Equatorial Africa.

- As ever, there are full details of all the upcoming services
and events.

You can scan the QR code on the right to stay absolutely up to
date with news, events, and services.

Mike and Jo Eaton

ALL ARE WELCOME

St. George's is part of the Diocese in
Europe within the Church of England.
Fr. Louis Darrant, Chaplain

There’s always a lot
going on at St
George’s!

Want to be among the
first to know?

Join our Mailing List
by clicking the link
below:
https://stgeorgesmala
ga.com/mailinglist/
or join our WhatsApp
group using the QR
code:
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A Word in Season

Fr. Louis Darrant

Christian Healing and Mysticism

by the Revd Neil Broadbent

This is one of a series of three leaflets on God’s power to heal. The first is on Natural Healing Gifts,
the second on Christian Healing and Theology. There is no implied ranking in these. They are
different ways of looking at the topic and any may be more applicable according to your
circumstances.

Healing is God’s ceaseless work. Endlessly he desires our wholeness, our perfection in love. God
looks upon all ‘with pity, not with blame’. The natural sciences show us that there are ages and
stages in human growth and development. Dean Inge simplified them into three: the young adult’s
need for action, the middle-aged person’s growing reflection and the elder’s concentration on
loving. None supersedes another, yet the distinction may be useful. The thought is that age may
bring increasing wisdom and broadening horizons of awareness.

The Christian gospel is that God has united himself with us, as shown fully in Jesus of Nazareth,
‘for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness or in health’, in this life and the next. This is
whether we know it or not, like it or not, wish it or not. This is known as God’s at-one-ment with us
and is the basis of mysticism. His desire is that every breath we take and every step we make
should be, as was the case with Jesus, one of growth in love. As God is at one with all of us, there
really is no need to nag him to grant our deepest desires. Especially as ‘our ways are not his ways
and our thoughts are not usually the same as his’, to paraphrase the prophet Isaiah. The basis of
prayer is offering oneself to the Divine that he may change us more into his likeness. That is more
loving, more whole, more Christ-like.
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We are so made that we need air for every breath in this life and prayer for every breath in this life
and the next. Prayer then, is both the essential action of spiritual growth and the core work of the
Churches’ ministry of healing. Listening is an essential prerequisite. As the French mystic Simone
Weil wrote ‘absolute undivided attention is prayer.” The practise of paying attention to our inner
responses and the right use of silence bring considerable healing. As Jesus taught, we should pray
‘Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven’. This is the bottom line on the Churches’ ministry of
healing.

As none of us live perfectly in and from divine love, also known as God; as we don’t always live in
harmony with ourselves, our family, our community, environment or Creator, dis-ease is ever a
possibility, often a reality.

The ultimate origins of suffering are perhaps not for us to know in this life. And one hesitates to
presume on human grief and pain. Even so, tentative points may be made. Much human suffering
is because people do damage to one another. This harm will cease as we learn, less to condemn
and separate ourselves from our brothers and sisters and more to take care of each other. Human
flesh is so frail precisely that we may learn to take great care of our bodies. Folk who are
psychically open, whether through natural gifting, damage or suffering, quickly learn that people
are porous and that feelings are contagious. Hidden strong feelings are the greatest root cause of
bitterness, revenge and some forms of illness.

Sickness may become, for some, a time of inner growth. Being laid aside from the everyday
pressures of life gives one time to rethink (i.e. repent ) one’s priorities, preferences and lifestyle.
Pain and suffering often herald the means by which one comes to one’s senses. There is a
clarification of delusions and fears, a veritable harrowing of our hells and we are lead into new and
greener pastures of compassion and tolerance. Tears bringing cleansing to the soul.

There really is a pain that heals. Disease becomes a teacher, leading us into greater awareness of
the need for iliness prevention and social and political education. Humiliation leads to humility, that
state wherein we acknowledge, simultaneously, the truth of our frailties and that all God’s
creatures are held within the ever present arms of Divine and infinite love. So it is that a six-year
old child may be both dying and whole. Great sickness, even death, is no barrier to our being
made whole and thus holy. We may say that

it is through such dark journeyings that we are brought to a place of greater respect and freedom
from those group norms based on fear. In Christian terms this is what the events of Jesus’ last
week before his execution (Holy Week) show.

Growing maturity brings a simplification of our desires. Hubris is being replaced by prayer and one
more deeply desires that agape should prevail regardless of circumstances. As our healing,
salvation, redemption slowly progresses - and it is God’s will that this happens - we realize that ‘our
failings never hinder Him loving us’ as Julian of Norwich wrote. We discover that ‘By love he may
be gotten and holden, but by thought never’ as the Cloud of Unknowing boldly declares. Through
renouncing and relinquishing past attitudes of self-centredness, a warm self-acceptance emerges,
genuinely open to one’s own and to others’ inadequacies. We desire to place ourselves
increasingly at God’s service. Stronger grows our desire to ‘play swaps’ with God; his loving
presence in exchange for what ever it is in us that stands in its way. We learn to rest and trust in
the Divine work of loving the hell out of us, just as a child grows in their sleep. Such openness to
God within shows itself in outgoing concern for one’s neighbour — near or far.
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One corollary of this is a deepening psychic empathy which enables healing to flow through one to
another in need. Life’s journey is from selfishness to kindness as we follow Dorothy Kerin’s Little
Way of Prayer:

‘Let us by an act of will place ourselves in the presence of our divine Lord and by an act of faith
ask that he will empty us of all desire save that His most blessed will be done and that it may
illumine our hearts and minds. We can then gather together all those for whom our prayers have
been asked and hold them silently up to Him making no special request — neither asking nor
beseeching — but just resting with them in Him desiring nothing but that our Lord may be glorified
in them.’

The Sozein Trust is for any who feel the need of a listener, prayer help or a place to be alone with
God. For more details click here.

SO NOW YOU KNOW

HISTORICAL JOTTINGS usually relating to St. George’s Church,
Malaga.

The 48th in a series prepared for your interest and enjoyment by
Michael Edwards

| continue in this Jotting reporting upon the four military
men who are interred in the War Graves Section of the
English Cemetery in Malaga.

My regular readers will know that in my previous
Jottings in this short series | provided some brief
background information on the life and times of three of
The flag of the the four men who all gave their lives during military

Royal Air Force. | service in the Second World War. Photo of Sergeant Albert

In this my final Jotting within this series, | conclude with another British
Airman, namely Sergeant Albert Arthur Ross, Royal Air Force Voluntary Reserve (1331487 ).
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https://sozein.org.uk/

Sergeant Albert Ross was the son of John and Mary Sands Ross
and husband of Mary Kathleen Ross of Eltham, London, SE10. He
was a Wireless Operator / Air Gunner of 179 Squadron and
stationed in Gibraltar where RAF 179 Squadron operated anti-
submarine and maritime reconnaissance missions in the
Mediterranean and Straits using Vickers Wellington Heavy
Bombers.

Eltham High Street, South London
in years passed complete with a
'bus pulled by two horses.

The Wellington HX379 Aircraft type
(Wellington GR Mark V-IIl ) was a

GR) Mark VIII Variant.

o 7 =" These aircraft were painted in Coastal
T"g’ AVtFOI ‘éVe'"ngtOQ Boﬂm%etr,s of | Command's distinctive white anti -
Oastal Commana in tlignt in .
white camouflage colour. submarine camouflage scheme and
equipped with a " Leigh Light " or
radar to hunt German U- Boats in the dark waters around Gibraltar.

. . The view from the inside of an
179 Squadron were successful in accounting for eleven U- Boats Avro Lancaster Bomber Second

destroyed during WWIL. World War Il front gun turret.

On June 3™ 1943, when Sergeant Ross was 35 years old, his
Wellington aircraft, when on reconnaissance operations, crashed
into the Straits of Gibraltar following engine failure. Records show
that from his 7 man crew, only 3 initially survived the impact,
managing to escape from the aircraft and deploy in a standard issue
RAF rubber dinghy.

/ = .

RAF Gibraltar Air Base with a However tragically, Sergeant Ross did not survive the ordeal.

Vickers Wellington Heavy Bomber
of Coastal Command. His two fellow crew members namely
the Pilot, Flying Officer William A.
Machin, and his Navigator, Flying Officer C. R. Charnley were, after
being approximately 5 hours in rough open waters, pulled to safety
from their dinghy by some Spanish fishermen having been spotted
from their trawler.

After being landed in mainland Spain they were taken to Hospital in Typical Spanish fishing trawler
Seville. Sergeant Ross's body was washed-up later further down the | With the Rock of Gibraltar in the
Spanish Coast at Marbella where he was given a temporary burial in background.

their Municipal Cemetery.
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1331478 SERGEANT
‘ A AL ROSS
WIRELESS OPERATOR/ATR GUNNER
X ROVAL ATR FORCE
£ 3RD JUNE 1943 AGE 35

MY DARLING HUSBRAND. k‘a
THE WAR UNITED US« - . &
THE WAR BARTED US> 24.%

MORY: ALWAYS P
e (

The Burial Records of the English Cemetery in Malaga record that Sergeant Ross was reinterred in
this Cemetery after the end of the Second World War on the d2nd of April, 1946 in Grave No. 506F
at the same time as Sergeant Francis Calladine, RAFVR, Commander Wallace Stranack, RN and
Flying Officer John MacGregor Maughan Patterson, Royal Australian Air Force, in what is now the
War Graves Section of the Cemetery.

Before | finish this Jotting, my readers may wish to know what happened to the Wellington Aircraft
Pilot, Flying Officer Machin and his Navigator, Flying Officer Charnley after they recovered from
their mission and left hospital in Seville.

The records show that the British Consular Officials in Madrid and local Consulates immediately
intervened on learning the two were in Seville to ensure their welfare and arrange their release to
be repatriated via diplomatic channels to Gibraltar. (The Spanish Government, as you will
probability know, although in a formal neutral position during World War Il, tended to turn a blind
eye when British Officers having found themselves in Spain were seeking to return home.)

From their Squadron base in Gibraltar, Flying Officers Machin and Charnley returned to the UK for
some leave before returning to their wartime duties.

SO NOW YOU KNOW

MICHAEL EDWARDS.
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OCTOBER NOTABLES

James Hannington, 1847-1885, Bishop of Eastern Equatorial
Africa, Martyr.

." James Hannington was born at Hurstpierpoint in Sussex in
1847. After leaving school in Brighton he worked in business,
then in the army. In 1868 he entered St Mary’s Hall at Oxford to
train for the Anglican ministry. Ordained in 1874, he served
curacies at Martinhoe in Devon (where he had a conversion
experience) and at Darley Abbey near Derby. In 1875 he
returned to Hurstpierpoint as Minister of St George’s Chapel.

In 1882, influenced by the news of the deaths of missionaries in
Buganda (part of modern day Uganda) Hannington offered to

¥ serve with the Church Missionary Society. Though the Kabaka
(king), Mutesa, welcomed Christian missions, Buganda was
landlocked and a long trek from the coast was required in order
£ to get there. This was to be Hannington’s undoing on two
occasions.

On his first tour of duty in East Africa in 1882-3 he was

2 overcome by fever and dysentery on the trek westwards and
i had to be carried back to the coast, twice being given up for
dead.

On his return the CMS Medical Board ruled that he should
never return to the region. Yet in 1884 when a separate diocese
W was created for Eastern Equatorial Africa, this ruling was
APz reversed and Hannington, fully recovered in health, was
consecrated bishop by Archbishop Bensen at Lambeth.

He arrived in Africa early the following year and began visiting his clergy in the coastal settlements.
One commented ‘ he was beloved by every missionary. There never was a bishop who could be
firm, and at the same time so kind and considerate’.

Yet the time came in July 1885 when Hannington prepared to visit his flock inland in Buganda. The
old Kabaka, Mutesa, had died the previous October. His son Mwanga was no friend of European
missionaries and Hannington had already received word of the suffering of both missionaries and
converts at Mwanga’s court. So, wishing to be with them as soon as possible, the courageous and
impetuous Hannington ignored advice from all quarters and travelled the quickest route, which
unfortunately was the invasion route traditionally taken by Buganda’s enemies.
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German imperialists had been unsettling the Bugandans, who seemed unable to distinguish
between different nationalities of white men. On entering the border region, the bishop’s party was
detained by the local chief who asked Mwanga for instructions as to the fate of his prisoner. When
the order came, Hannington and his party were speared to death on October 29th 1885.

Though by no means the first Christian martyr in Uganda (George Shergold Smith and Thomas
O’Neil of the original CMS Nyanza mission party were martyred in 1877) nor, sadly, the last,
Hannington was Uganda’s most high-profile martyr until Archbishop Janani Luwum in 1977.

(Adapted from “Saints on Earth” a biographical companion to Common Worship — Darch & Burns
Published by Church House Publishing)

James Hannington is commemorated in the CofE Common Worship lectionary on October
29th
Major Feasts this month:

Oct 18t St Luke the Evangelist;
Oct 28" St Simon and St Jude, Apostles.

Colin Somerville
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St George’s
October Appeal

for the

Lux Mundi Food Bank

We invite you to contribute:

sunflower oil @ tuna

® rice @ dried lentils
and chickpeas g
. peria @® biscuits

® tomatofrito o yocolate milk ),

® coffee powder
@ breakfastcereal =

Lux Mundi Ecumenical Centre in Torre del Mar
supports families experiencing material need.

Even a small donation can make a real difference.
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St George’s Anglican Church, Malaga
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New pportuniti tosing
Adult choir ¢ Children’s choir

Choral Evenscng Choral Evensong
for All Souls for Advent
Wednesday 4th November Friday 4th December

® Rehearsal: 5.00pm ® Rehearsal: 5.00pm

® Service: 7.00pm ® Service: 7.00pm

Adult choir Children’s choir

Help us start something joyful.

Interested in joining? Contact Fr Louis
WhatsApp: +34 614 73 69 19
chaplain@stgeorgesmalaga.com

www.stgeorgesmalaga.cy
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St George’s Church

MALAGA
__*_

SoV % is delighted to introduce our
4ALAC AFTERNOON Autumn & Winter

< classical concert series

CLASSICS
C AV AND
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performed by

S5 oma,bﬂngedlw

with Ulrike Bihrle, Flute, Andreas Bihrle, Piano
Joined by Oboe, Clarinet, Bassoon and French Horn

~{ Tickets €20 }-

Q Avenida de Pries 1, 29016, Milaga
@ stgeorgesmalaga.com/events

g
R
)

i E P> ‘lz? o —<fo—
»24. Sunday 1 November 2026
g €13 Starts 17:00 with pause for Cava and Cake
6 ..'-';‘-;'. . =t v
' 2 é’ &% Chamber Music from the Romantic Era, {
: £
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St. George’s Chaplaincy Worship Centers and Services

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8530/

ol S
St George’s Church,

Av.de Priés 1, Malaga
Sundays, 11.30 AM

Salinas

Church of the Sagrado Corazon de Maria,
Salinas, Archidona
Saturdays, 11.30 AM
2" and 4" Saturdays of the month
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/8488/

GETTING IN TOUCH

Chaplain:

Churchwardens:

Subscribe to this publication:

Visit our website at:

Facebook:

Fr. Louis Darrant, 630 909 131
Caroline Warren, 696 082 714
Jerry Steward, 630 934 946

mikenjoanna@me.com

www.stgeorgesmalaga.com

Anglican Chaplaincy of St George Malaga
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