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Serving the villages of Bawdrip, Cossington, Pawlett, Puriton and Woolavington & Westonzoyland with Chedzoy
Worship at Home 25th October – Bible Sunday 
Collect 
Merciful God,
Teach us to be faithful in change and uncertainty,
That trusting in your word
And obeying your will
We may enter the unfailing joy of Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen



THOU WHOSE ALMIGHTY WORD
Chaos and darkness heard
And took their flight
Hear us, we humbly pray
And where the gospel day
Sheds not its glorious ray,
Let there be light

Thou, who didst come to bring
On thy redeeming wing
Healing and sight
Health to the sick in mind
Sight to the inly blind
O now to all mankind
Let there be light.

Spirit of truth and love
Life-giving holy Dove
Speed forth thy flight
Move on the water’s face
Bearing the lamp of grace
And in earth’s darkest place
Let there be light

Holy and blessed Three
Glorious Trinity
Wisdom, Love Might
Boundless as oceans tide
Rolling in fullest pride
Through the earth far and wide
Let there be light.



Readings: 

Reflection – Rev’d Mary Clements writes: 
As a child I used to sing, ‘The best book to read is the Bible.’ It certainly wasn’t great poetry but it expressed a deep truth.
Why is the Bible the best book to read? It is a collection of many different types of  literature composed over many centuries. Sometimes the Bible is called the ‘word of God’; it is the written word that points us to Jesus the Living word of God. At the Coronation Service the Bible is presented to the monarch with these words, ‘Our gracious King: to keep your Majesty ever mindful of the law and the Gospel of God as the Rule for the whole life and government of Christian Princes, we present you with this Book, the most valuable thing that this world affords.’ If we really think that the Bible is ‘the most valuable thing that the world affords’ then we will give more time to reading it.
Why is the Bible so precious? It gives comfort when we are distressed and worried. I have been told that the words,’ Fear not, or Do not be afraid’, appear 366 times in the Bible – one for each day of the year – even for a leap year. At a particularly time of grief I can remember saying over and over again the opening words of Isaiah 43. ‘But now thus says the Lord,  he who created you, O Jacob,  he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;   I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;   and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. ……you are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you.’
Those words strengthened me through a time of grief and continue to strengthen me today. Keep hold of a precious promise of God for difficult times.
The Bible challenges us to live God’s way, the ways of peace and love. It shows us the love of God that seeks the wanderer and brings us back into a loving relationship with him. The written word of God reveals the living Word of God – Jesus Christ – the expression of the Father’s love to his wayward children.
It shows us God’s way   – sometimes it seems as if a verse jumps out of the page-, pointing out God’s plan for us as individuals. Read the Bible, expecting God to speak and be prepared to obey those words.
On Bible Sunday we thank God for those who have listened to God  and recorded those words; we thank God for those who have translated the Bible from the original languages; we remember those who have given their lives to bring the sacred writings to us.  
“Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:
Grant that we may in such wise hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast, the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.” (Cranmer)

BE STILL, for the presence of the lord,
The Holy One is here;
Come bow before Him now
with reverence and fear.
In Him no sin is found,
we stand on holy ground;
Be still, for the presence of the Lord,
the Holy One is here.


Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around;
He burns with holy fire, 
with splendour He is crowned.
How awesome is the sight, 
our radiant King of light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord 
is shining all around.
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place;
He comes to cleanse and heal, 
to minister His grace.
No work too hard for Him, 
In faith receive from Him;
Be still, for the power of the Lord 
is moving in this place. 

Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 
Please pray for
Peace in our world, A fair distribution of resources.
For those enduring natural disasters 
For our farmers (drought & blue tongue)
Those who are sick or in any kind of distress.
For all who are mourning. 
For those training for ministry.

FORTH IN THY NAME, O LORD I GO
My daily labour to pursue
Thee only thee resolved to know
In all I think or speak or do.


The task thy wisdom hath assigned
O let me cheerfully fulfil
In all my works thy presence find
And prove thy good and perfect will.

Thee may I set at my right hand
Whose eyes my inmost substance see
And labour on at thy command
And offer all my works to thee.

Give me to bear thy easy yoke
And every moment watch and pray
And still to things eternal look
And hasten to thy glorious day.

For thee delightfully employ
Whate’er thy bounteous grace hath giv’n
And run my course with even joy
And closely walk with thee to heaven.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, ever more. Amen. 
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Foodbank. Thank you for your continued support of Bridgewater Foodbank. Current needs are: washing up liquid, instant mash, tinned veg and sugar. 

Lay Preacher Course. The Diocese has confirmed dates. 9th January, 6th February, 6th March. From 9am – 1pm. Bawdrip Parish Hall. Please confirm with Kirsty if you would like to explore this ministry.   revkirsty@hotmail.com 

Christmas Pudding Stir up - at Bawdrip village hall on Sat. November 7th - arrive at 10am, finish with coffee and biscuits by 11.00am. Bring with you a large mixing bowl, wooden spoon and apron and enjoy stirring up all the ingredients needed for a regular size pudding that feeds 4-5 people for £5.50 cash. Pre-booking essential - please email revjdstromberg@gmail.com by Nov 1st. 


Confirmation If you would like to explore confirmation, there will be an opportunity to be confirmed at Wells Cathedral on 7th November at 2pm. Please contact Kirsty for more info. revkirsty@hotmail.com 

Woolavington Christmas Flowers If you would like to contribute to Woolavington Christmas flowers in memory of a loved one please speak to Trish before the end of November. 

Save the Date: 14th November, Jon Pickard ‘Strings of Light’ – The Magic of the Harp Guitar 7pm Cossington VH

The Diary…
Monday 26th 	11.00am 	Wedding Blessing, Puriton
Tuesday 27th 	11.00am 	Burial of A. Miller’s Ashes, Woolavington
			2.00pm 	Burial of D. Hembery’s Ashes, Puriton
Wed 28th 		9.30am 	Ministry Team Meeting, Ann’s 
			12.30am 	Funeral of Roy Rouault, Crematorium
Sunday 1st 		1.00pm 	Baptism of Jacob Gardner, WZ
			3.00pm 	All Souls Service, Westonzoyland. 
All events are in the village church unless otherwise stated.
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