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Bible Sunday 	25th October 2026

	A warm welcome to the Parish Church for Great Ayton, part of the Diocese of York in the Church of England


[image: ]Today’s Services

8.00am:	Holy Communion
9.15am:	Parish Communion
Preacher:	Revd Geoff Jaques 
4.00pm:	Cafe Church


	Hymns (HOAN)

Introit		36	Angel voices ever singing
Gradual	613	Thanks be to God
Offertory	615	Thanks to God whose word was spoken
Comm.	163	Forgive our sins as we forgive 
Recess.	376	Let all the world in every corner sing
Anthem	Our Father (Lucy Walker)


	

	This week we pray:
Church: that we may be bold in sharing the love of Christ and faithful in serving our local communities. Guide our leaders, ministers, and all people of faith to walk in the way of peace and humility. For a spirit of genuine love and service within and across our congregations.
World:  For areas torn apart by war, violence, and division across our world. We pray for leaders of nations, that they may choose dialogue over conflict and work to protect the vulnerable and oppressed.
Community: we pray for our local GP Surgery and District Nurses and for all of the residents at Fry Court.
Sick: Sally–Anne, Gwen, Stuart, Gill, Celia, Marina, Stephanie, Steve - all we remember personally.
RIP:  James Kerr
Anniversary:   Valerie Shuttleworth, Margaret Crombie, Malcolm Goat, Eileen Jones, David Thompson (Brian Clemmit, Jack Sanders, Roy Bruskill, Jeff Mulroy)


COLLECT
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

FIRST READING: NEHEMIAH 8: 1-6 and 8-12
All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. The scribe Ezra stood on a wooden platform that had been made for the purpose.
And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen,’ lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground.
So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.
And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.’ So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, ‘Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.’ And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to them. 
SECOND READING: COLOSSIANS 3: 12-17
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
GOSPEL: ST MATTHEW 34: 30-35
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven” with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.’ 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
God of all grace, your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry with the bread of his life and the word of his kingdom: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness sustain us by your true and living bread; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  Amen

NEWS FOR THE PEWS

Election of a Churchwarden - there will be a short meeting to elect a churchwarden for the Parish of Great Ayton with Easby at 9:05am before the 9:15am service on 1st November.

[image: ]Cafe Church Join us today in the Church Hall for Cake and Conversation at 4pm and then Informal Worship, Teaching and Discussion at 4.30pm.  This week’s topic is “Is evil real?”  Everyone welcome and Groups for Children and Young People. Contact Nick Land (01642778076 drnickland@aol.com)

[image: ]Little Fishes meet at the Church at 9.45am every Tuesday during term time for preschool children and their parents/carers.  We are in need of extra volunteers to serve tea and coffee, if you have like to help out please let us know.

LOVE IN A BOX - there are collecting points for boxes at Stokesley Parish Church and at the Children in Distress Shop in Guisborough.

	Wednesday October 21st saw the beginning of our second Bible Course.  The Monday evening course is proving to be a success, so we started a new one on Wednesday afternoons beginning at 3:15pm with refreshments.  This is led by Geoff & Lesley - if you want to know more please ask, or just come along!



	Bible Conversations returns at 11 o'clock on Tuesday November 3rd for about 40 minutes (and the following Tuesdays) in Christ Church Coffee Lounge. Have you given a copy to a friend or neighbour? There's still time, pick up a copy and pass it on!



Spire Newsletter 15 is coming soon.  Look out for it!

National Wrap Up Warm Campaign 19th October to 1st November We have been approached by the Rotary Club to be a part of their Campaign and will be hosting a collection box for them and collecting warm clothing, principally coats which they will collect, sort and then pass on to charities working with the homeless, the refugee community and those in need.  A great opportunity for a pre-Christmas clear out and help a good cause in the process.

THE WEEK AHEAD
Wednesday 28th October:
10:00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
Thursday 29th October: 
9.30am: Time to Pray at All Saints
12.00noon: Funeral of James Kerr in Christ Church
Sunday 1st November: All Saints’ Day
8.00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
9.15am: Parish Communion
11.00am: Holy Communion at St Oswald’s
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You can use this QR code to donate to Christ Church.
For all the latest news and information visit our ‘Church Near You’ page which we are working on to make it useful; go to www.achurchnearyou.com and put in the location box either Great Ayton or Newton under Roseberry for the correct place. 
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