

18th  October  2026               St. James the Less	      Feast of St. Luke 
[bookmark: _Hlk180797981]                    SUNDAY
[bookmark: _Hlk215444972]Readings   2 Timothy 45-17, Luke 101-9
  8am HOLY COMMUNION [BCP]    Rev Mark 
11am HOLY COMMUNION [CW]   Rev Mark

22nd Oct.       Donatus,                                       & the dangers of exploring an unfamiliar church
When you are out and about on the road far from home, do you ever feel tempted to pop in and explore an unfamiliar church?  If so, think of Donatus as your patron saint – and beware.  You don’t know what you may be letting yourself in for….
In 829 Donatus, an Irish monk, had completed a prayerful pilgrimage to Rome, and thought his adventures were over.  Now there only remained the long road home to Ireland.  He had got as far as the beautiful little town of Fiesole, which sits high above Florence in Tuscany, when he saw a lot of people milling about the cathedral. Curious, he decided to look in…….   As he entered the cathedral, the bells rang, the lamps were lit and wham!  Without any diocesan paperwork at all, he was acclaimed to be the new bishop the people had been praying for.
Donatus was very surprised, but accepted that this turn of events must be God’s will for his life.  So he became bishop, in a time when bishops did even more dangerous things than they do nowadays.  Instead of verbal forays into the national press, Donatus was given the job of leading Pope Louis the Pious’ troops against the Saracens.   Safely back in Fiesole, Donatus settled down as a scholar and teacher of his new flock. But he never forgot his native Ireland, and so did the 9th century equivalent of ‘twinning’ his diocese, for he opened a little hospice where any Irish pilgrims passing through Tuscany could stay in safety.  He died in 876, and 12 centuries later, his relics lie in the present cathedral of Fiesole.
WEDNESDAY (21st)

10:30am   HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark
Readings  Ephesians 32-12, Luke 1239-48


Services next week
     Sun 25th    11:00am  Holy Communion
     NB the clocks will have gone back at 2am   
                    
    Weds 28th  10:30am Holy Communion
    

Looking ahead

Weds 21st  1:00pm & 7:30pm at St B’s.  
                            The Prayer Course

Sat. 24th  10am – 3pm  Illumination -   
      exhibition 0f Biblical calligraphy  (in St. J)  
        For more information see Church website
                                                                                      
 Sun. 25th  the clocks go back 1 hr at 2am
               
 8th  Nov. – REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY –
                                         service will start at 10:45am

        

         A Prayer for this Week     

 Lord Jesus, You invite us to entrust
our troubled hearts into Your safekeeping;   
our restless spirits into Your loving care;    
our puzzled minds into Your welcoming presence. As we do so, may we find our way home into the reality of the living God through the cross and resurrection - our only hope.	AMEN


Please pray also for Derek Cotgrove, Guy Negus   Derek & Pam Johnson,  Carol Atkins,  Sue Burton,        Tessa Yates, Jane Barrett, Chris Weekes, Janice Millar, Wendy Haji, Bruce Tomsett; and Freddie who has broken her elbow.  
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