NEWSLETTER NUMBER 344

1/11/2026 ALL SAINTS/ALL SOULS SERVICE 
There will be a sheet on the Sidesmen’s table to print the names you wish to be read at the service.   You can also email me until the end of Friday 30th October 2026.

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2026 – LAST SUNDAY OF TRINITY
Please come warmly dressed for our service due to problems with our heating system.   The service will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m.  The celebrant will be the vicar, Rev Andy Barton and there will also be a chance for coffee and chat after the service.

RABSON’S RAMBLE
I usually have at least six books around the house that I am currently reading.   I enjoy both having a mixture from which to choose as well as the fun of recalling what has happened in each book as I pick it up to read.   One of this week’s mix is called “Spilling the Beans on the Cat’s Pyjamas” by Judith Parkinson.   It attempts to provide the history and explanation of some of our regularly used expressions.   
     Whilst reading in bed on Sunday night, I came to the expression ‘By the skin of one’s teeth’ which means by the narrowest margin.   The author says that there are several metaphors that mean ‘only just and many allude to body parts e.g. ‘by a hair’s breadth’ or ‘in the blink of an eye’.   This helps to emphasise the physical danger of a given situation from which you might have escaped.   ‘By the skin of one’s teeth’ specifically is a slightly misquoted phrase from the Bible.   It means to have suffered ‘a close shave’.   The original use can be found in the Old Testament book of Job Chapter 19, v 20 “My bone cleaveth to my skin, and to my flesh, and I am escaped with the skin of my teeth.  
     Another phrase this author comments on is ‘To separate the sheep from the goats’.   I am 
sure you have realised that this is another Biblical phrase that describes dividing the worthy from the unworthy, the favoured from the disfavoured or the good from the bad.   The phrase has the sheep representing Christ’s flock whilst the goats symbolise “virility, cunning, lust, destructiveness and, often the Devil.”   This time the particular phrase comes from the New Testament and it is taken from Matthew Chapter25, v 32 ’And before him shall be gathered all nations; and he separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats.’   The Bible also uses the phrase ‘to separate the wheat from the chaff’ which means to distinguish good from bad.   A more modern version might be ‘to
separate the men from the boys’. 
      I do not expect many people realise they are quoting the Bible when they use these ancient phrases in the twentieth century!

ROTA FOR SUNDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2026 – LAST SUNDAY OF TRINITY
Sidesmen:-  Alison Toogood and Sue Eastwood
Reader:-       Alison Toogood
Coffee:-        Alison Toogood and Sue Eastwood
Flowers:-     Alison Toogood

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2026 – LAST SUNDAY OF TRINITY
Collect:- Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:
help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for ever hold fast
the hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen
Readings:-
Leviticus Chapter 19, vv 1 – 2 and vv 5 – 18
1ST Thessalonians Chapter 2, vv1 – 8
Matthew Chapter 22, vv 34 – end 

PRAYER LIST
The farming community facing reduced harvests and the future effects of bluetongue
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Hazel Ware 
Ian Grinter                                                                                                                  
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood 
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley 

YEARS MIND FOR OCTOBER
26TH   Ronald (Ron) Clarence Lane
26TH   Alan Dorman
27TH   Dick Holderness
28TH   Sophie Birch
29TH   Christine Fielding

BIRTHDAY LIST FOR OCTOBER
28TH Angela Setter

Wishing you a very Happy Birthday and hope you get to celebrate in style.   Have a great day.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Churchyard Group
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 27TH October 2026 at 10.00 a.m. if anyone is free.   We wonder if anyone has any of the following plants they would be willing to donate:- White aubretia, white mini periwinkle, white omphaloides, small green/yellow or green/white hostas.   We are very grateful to have received money enabling us to order the bulbs wanted for next spring.

Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 27TH October 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.


Knit, Sew and Natter
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 5tTH November 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

Soup ‘n’ a Bite
This will be on Saturday, 14TH November 2026, at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit combined with lots of conversation.   You will be able to sign up for the Christmas Lunch, which will be on 12TH December, at this meeting.
OUR NEXT SERVICE
The next service at All Saints’ Church will be celebrating our Patronal Festival with a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 2026.   The celebrant will be Rev Steven Bowen.
There will also be a reading of the names to remember for All Souls Day.   There will be refreshments served after the service.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Fund Raising Committee
The next fund-raising event will be held on Saturday 21st November 2026 at 7.00 p.m. in the Lang Room and it will be a Quiz night with buffet supper.   This quiz will introduce several new rounds for you all to puzzle over.   The cost will be £10-00 per person.   Please put the date in your diary and start forming your teams.   Eating fish is said to improve one’s brain power!

OTHER INFORMATION
From Rev Andrew Norris
The “Home Service” is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am.  It is also available via the internet at any time on www.10radio.org .  This week: Adam Green, Lay Reader from the Wivey and the Hills benefice leads our act of worship and we look towards the season of Remembrance which we approach at the end of this month.

Advanced notice of Bathealton Christmas Fair
This will be on 14TH November 2026 starting at 11.00 a.m.to 3.00 p.m.  in the Village Hall.   There will be a parallel drop in event for children running in the church.   There will be a Gospel sing along starting at 3.15 p.m.   More details later on.

Advanced notice of Kittisford Patronal Celebrations
Once again St Nicholas Church at Kittisford will be celebrating their patronal festival in December with events in the church.   Further details to come in due course.

FUN CORNER
Month by month potholes 
This comes from last Saturday’s Peterborough column in the Daily Telegraph 
A rural church organist is so fed up with the dreadful state of her county’s roads and the damage caused to her car’s suspension that she has produced a 2027 calendar entitled “Picturesque Potholes of Herefordshire”.   Lois Letts, 61, has spent a fortune on her 2013 Vauxhall Insignia, which she loads with hymn books, psalters, sheet music and organ shoes to travel around the county to play at various rural churches.   However, she can be seen frequently slumped by the roadside due to damage to her car caused by poor road maintenance.   Now she has produced a £12 glossy calendar catching a different crater on Herefordshire’s highways.   The money will go to High Capel church – one of her regular playing venues.



N.B. This cartoon is not one of the potholes in the calendar.
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