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 November 2026
	Letter from the Rector

	The Rector writes: 
Firstly I want to say a huge thank you to everyone who worked so hard to help both communities to celebrate harvest and the work of our farmers.  Over 700 people attended at least one service over the weekend, and whilst worship and giving thanks is not all about numbers, it was inspiring to have churches full of all generations singing and giving thanks.

In contrast, November invites us to pause and remember: those we have loved and lost, those who gave their lives in war, and all whose courage, service and generosity have helped to shape the world we have inherited.

On Remembrance Sunday, we gather to honour those who made great sacrifices in the hope of a better future. But remembrance is about more than looking backwards. It asks us to recognise how much of what we enjoy today has been made possible by the faithfulness, hard work and kindness of those who have gone before us. We are entrusted with their legacy, and called to build upon it with the same generosity of spirit, working for peace, justice and the wellbeing of our neighbours.

As Christians, we remember with a hope that reaches beyond loss and death. Our faith does not ask us to forget our sorrow, or to pretend that death is anything other than painful. Rather, it assures us that love is held within the life of God, and that death does not have the final word.

This hope allows remembrance to become an act of thanksgiving. We can grieve for those who are no longer with us, while giving thanks for the lives they lived, the love they shared and the gifts they have left behind. In remembering them, we discover afresh the responsibility and privilege of living well in our own time.

May this season of remembrance deepen our gratitude, strengthen our hope, and inspire us to offer to future generations the same care, courage and generosity that we have received. With every blessing,  Susan
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Knit and Natter every Tuesday 10am to 11.30am (approx.) in the choir vestry, St Cuthbert’s.
Come and chat, have a brew, ponder life. Meet old friends and make some new ones
We continue to offer Coffee and Chat in  the choir vestry at St Cuthbert’s
Tuesday morning from 8.45am - ideal for those dropping off children at St Cuthbert’s School 
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St Thomas’s Parent and Toddlers, every Tuesday 10.30am to 12midday
Millennium Centre, St Thomas’. £4 a family.  Come and meet old friends and make some new ones.
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Every Wednesday 12.30 – 2.30pm (approx), in the Millennium Centre 
St Thomas’s Warm Welcome.  
A simple lunch followed by time to chat, laugh or simply be. All welcome.  Please spread the word.  We are delighted that Sefton Council are continuing to support this initiative through a small grant.
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Christmas Wreath-making evening
Thursday November 26th at 7pm St Thomas’ Millenium Centre.  
Tickets £30 to include a drink, mince pie and the resources to make a Christmas Wreath.  Adults only.
Contact Val 07745844547 or Anne 07949288405.  Proceeds to St Thomas’ Church funds
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Christmas Raffles and donation of prizes
Both churches have Christmas Raffles.  We would be grateful for any donation of bottles or similar goodies to make up Christmas hampers and prizes.  Please leave any donations in the boxes at the back of both churches.
Please sell as many tickets as you can to family, friends and colleagues – it is for a good cause. 
See the churchwardens, Pam Carr or Helen Stewart for tickets
St Cuthbert’s
9.30am.  Holy Communion 
(1st & 3rd Sundays, Book of Common Prayer)

In term time, alongside the main service: 

1st Sunday – 1st Nov, Church Without Walls 
3rd Sunday – 15th Nov, Messy Church


8th Nov Remembrance Sunday Service starts at 10.30am

29th Nov - Fifth Sunday at 10.30am
Joint service with St Thomas’s

St. Thomas’s
8.00am.  Said Holy Communion 
(Book of Common Prayer)

11.00am Parish Eucharist with hymns

2nd Sunday, 8th Nov Remembrance Sunday 10.45am
3rd Sunday, 15th Nov Bubble Church from 10.45am
4th  Sunday, 22nd Nov NO 11am Service
22nd Nov joint confirmation service at 4pm
with Bishop Simon, Bishop of Warrington
29th Nov, 10.30am joint service at St Cuthbert’s – NO 11am service








                      










Regular midweek services:
Wednesdays	11.00am	St Thomas’s, said Holy Communion

Thursdays	9.15 am	St Cuthbert’s, said Morning Prayer
1.30 pm	St Cuthbert’s, said Holy Communion with prayers for healing 
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Thoughtful Tuesdays in November 7.30pm in the Millennium Centre 
10th November – Prayer meeting   
17th November – with Dan White from Safe families 
24th November - Christian Chatter exploring the book of James

	


[image: Free Free Clip Art Musical Notes, Download Free Free Clip Art Musical ...] Do you like to sing?
Why not join St Thomas’ choir for Advent and Christmas? 
No experience needed – just enthusiasm and a willingness to join in.  Rehearsals on Wednesdays at 7pm in Church.  
8 to 88 why not come and have a go?  See Glenn Howard or a choir member for more information
Looking further ahead
Sunday 29th November at 4pm – Light in the Darkness Advent Carol Service at Holy Trinity Bickerstaffe with 
St Thomas’ Choir – a service of readings and music to start Advent
Every Tuesday in December (1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd) at 7pm Advent Quiet Communion Service at St Thomas’ to pause and ponder the wonder of the season based on the story of Mary and the Angel Gabriel. 
    [image: Eco Church - All Saints' with St Mark's Churches, Binfield]Eco Church and closer to nature
Please think about nature as you tidy up gardens and clear leaves.  Check for hibernating hedgehogs and perhaps think about how you can provide safe spaces for them and other wildlife as the days shorten.

[image: Historic Victorian Church in North Yorkshire] Leaving our Church buildings open. 
St Cuthbert’s 9am to 3pm on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays & Sundays. St Thomas’  9am to 4pm every day
[image: 10,800+ Car Park Stock Illustrations ...]
If you are able to park in the St Cuthbert’s School car park on Sundays and walk from school to Church, please do so. This leaves the road for those who need to be closer to church. Thank you.

At St Thomas’ Church please park responsibly and please use the church car park if you can.  
Please do not double park on Church Lane as it stops farm vehicles getting through.
Monthly newsletter for St Thomas’ Lydiate and Downholland and St Cuthbert's Halsall
Parish Administrator David Coffey.  Office hours usually  Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 
Tel: 0151-526-2292 	email: admin@st-thomas-lydiate.co.uk
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