[image: C:\Users\Office\Documents\Church Pictures\stnicholas_lrg.jpg]Sunday 25 October 2026
Holy Communion 10.00am
Revd Tony Edmonds

A very warm welcome to our
service this morning in
St Nicholas Church, Studland

… and a special welcome if you are a visitor to our Church! This is a Holy Communion service, and you are most welcome to take Communion with us.  If you need a gluten-free wafer, just ask. Or if you would prefer to have a blessing, bring this Notice Sheet with you to the communion rail.
 
Children are most welcome in our church. Do not worry if they are noisy or make a break for freedom: we are just delighted to have children in Church with us. There are toys in the two green boxes at the back of the Church - and everyone is welcome to use them.
 
We are always most appreciative of donations to help maintain both the Church here is Studland, and its ministry. If you would like to make a gift, we have a traditional plate for cash donations with Gift Aid envelopes available, as well as a contactless card payment station at the exit to the Church. If you would like to make a donation directly from your bank account or set up a regular donation by Standing Order, the Church’s bank account is ‘PCC of Studland, sort code 55-61-19, account number 69056935’. If you have any queries or questions, please contact the Treasurer, Eric Stobart at eric@thestobarts.co.uk.’
After the service, we serve coffee, tea and other refreshments in the Church Hall. Please join us - and get to know us all a little better. For regular updates on Church activities, check www.achurchnearyou.com You can also follow us on Facebook. (St Nicholas Church Studland) – do give us a like or two! And for additional information about St Nicholas Church and its services, contact:
Associate Minister: Revd Dr Tony Edmonds 01929 450097 revtonyedmonds@outlook.com 
Wardens: 
Keith Tillyard 07720 734055 ktillyard@btinternet.com 
Eric Stobart 01929 450222   eric@thestobarts.co.uk
SWANAGE & STUDLAND TEAM MINISTRY
St. Mary’s – St. Mark’s – All Saints’ – St. Nicholas’
October 25th - Last Sunday of Trinity 

Reading for this Sunday is 1 Thessalonians 2 1-8

Gospel Reading: Matthew 22 34-end
34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35 and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36 ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ 37 He said to him, ‘“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’
41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 42 ‘What do you think of the Messiah?[c] Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of David.’ 43 He said to them, ‘How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,
44 “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand,  until I put your enemies under your feet’”? 45 If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’ 46 No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

Collect: 
Blessed Lord,
who caused all holy scriptures
  to be written for our learning:
help us so to hear them,
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word,
we may embrace and for ever hold fast
  the hope of everlasting life,
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,
[bookmark: _GoBack]who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Post Communion: 
God of all grace,
your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry
with the bread of his life
and the word of his kingdom:
renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness
sustain us by your true and living bread;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.

REFLECTION


Nehemiah 8: 1-4a, 5-6, 8-12; Colossians 3: 12-17; 
Matthew 24: 30-35

It goes without saying that the Bible is remarkable.  The word of God, written in the Hebrew Scriptures and the Christian Bible, has been a source of wisdom, knowledge, love and life to countless numbers of people down many centuries, ever since Moses declared God’s commandments to the Israelites living in the wilderness.  

In today’s Old Testament reading from the book of Nehemiah, the rediscovered Law of Moses was read and explained by the priest Ezra to the people of Israel who had returned from exile in Babylon and rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem.  They responded with joy and a new commitment to living out the law as God’s people.  

In our Gospel reading, Jesus, the Word of God in human form, declares ‘Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.’  He is talking about the word of God.  Like themes that run through a piece of great music, so too the word of God carries that great theme of love, which is at the heart of Jesus’ teaching.  

The word of God revealed in Jesus is timeless, the same yesterday, today and forever.  In this time of great uncertainty in the world around us, we can be both comforted and encouraged by the word of God.  Also we can be  challenged to live more fully as his people, reflecting the love and hope found in Jesus Christ and in him alone.  In his letter to the Colossians, St Paul encourages his readers to immerse themselves in the word, to clothe themselves with love and live out the Good News of Jesus Christ.  This is our calling too – our world needs us to live more Christ-like and radical lives that people might see and experience God’s love in action.  So let’s do it!

Every blessing
Ian
Rector



TEAM NOTES

Studland Community Coffee is back in the Church Hall, every Thursday from 10am to 11.30am … cafetiere coffee, brilliant biscuits and fabulous friendship. AND BREAKING NEWS … The Citizens Advice Bureau bus is coming to park near to the Church Hall every 2nd week: the next visit will be on Thursday 22nd when we will be serving up Coffee and a side helping of advice. Do please join us. 

Thank you for Volunteering! We are delighted that so many of you have volunteered to do coffee after the service and also to help at the Community Coffee mornings. Thank you! 
We would still welcome more helpers … so please don’t be shy - just add your name to the rotas. 
And we really need more helpers for the Flower Rota, so please consider whether you could contribute to making our church look even more beautiful.

Diary Date. The first Men’s Breakfast of the new season was attended by 18 hungry men who devoured significant quantities of bacon rolls (with added sausage and black pudding) Make sure this Studland institution is in your diary – make 7th November a red-letter day!

A Service in Which to Remember: 1st November at 3.30pm, St Mary’s Church. To all who have lost loved ones, both in the past few months, and longer ago, please join us in a service at All Souls tide to light candles and pray together. There will also be refreshments after the service. For those who wish to have names of loved ones read out during the service there are sign-up sheets available in our churches now.

‘Come & Sing’ Choral Evensong  Sunday, 15th November with Professor Stephen Darlington at 6.30pm in St Mary’s Church.

Christmas cards with a Nativity theme are on sale again this year and are already available in St Mary's at service times.  Some old and some new designs, packs of five for £2.50, profits to parish funds.




St Nicholas Church in Studland is part of the Swanage and Studland Team Ministry www.swanageteam.com

Team Rector	 Revd Dr Ian Bird        Tel 01929 422916 (normal day off Friday)
Team Vicar	 Revd Jo Levasier       Tel 01929 208217 (normal day off Friday)
Priest at St Nicholas   Revd Tony Edmonds Tel 01929 450097
Parish Administrator   Karon Quirey           swanage.team@btconnect.com
Parish Office	         Tues & Weds 9am-5pm / Friday 9am – 4pm   Tel: 01929 421117
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