Appletree Churches

Hilton with Marston on Dove, Hatton, Boylestone and Church Broughton

Sunday Readings 18" October 2026

First Reading: Colossians 2:6-10

As you therefore have received Christ
Jesus the Lord, continue to live your
livesin him, rooted and built up in him
and established in the faith, just as you
were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
See to itthat no one takes you captive
through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according
to the elemental spirits of the universe,
and not according to Christ. Forin him
the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,
and you have come to fullness in him,
who is the head of every ruler and
authority.

Second Reading: John 10:1-10

(If communion service use the Gospel
introduction in the order of service)

[Jesus said] ‘Very truly, | tell you, anyone
who does not enter the sheepfold by the
gate but climbs in by another way is a
thief and a bandit. The one who enters
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls
his own sheep by name and leads them
out. When he has brought out all his
own, he goes ahead of them, and the
sheep follow him because they know his
voice. They will not follow a stranger, but
they will run from him because they do
not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus
used this figure of speech with them,

(or Sunday 11 October is Harvest is celebrated on 18" October)

Teaching Theme: In him the fullness of God
was pleased to dwell (Colossians 1:19)

but they did not understand what he
was saying to them.

So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, |
tellyou, | am the gate for the sheep. All
who came before me are thieves and
bandits; but the sheep did not listen to
them. | am the gate. Whoever enters by
me will be saved, and will come in and
go out and find pasture. The thief comes
only to steal and kill and destroy. | came
that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.

(If Communion, end the reading by using
words in the order of service)

Collect: (20™ Sunday after Trinity)

God, our light and our salvation:
illuminate our lives, that we may see
your goodness in the land of the living,
and looking into your beauty may be
changed in the likeness of Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

God our Father, whose Son, the light
unfailing, has come from heaven to
deliver the world from the darkness of
ignorance: let these holy mysteries open
the eyes of our understanding that we
may know the way of life, and walk in it
without stumbling; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.



