NEWSLETTER NUMBER 343
We are praying for our farming community in response to a request by the Bishop of Bath and Wells.   He has written the following:- You and your parishioners may be interested to know that the Bishop of Hereford, the CofE’s lead bishop for rural matters, raised the issue of the mental health of farmers and rural communities in the House of Lords recently, and rural bishops are committed to continuing to keep rural matters on the agenda nationally.   If you wanted to see and/or share the article about it in the Church Times it’s here Bishop of Hereford tackles rural welfare and non-subscribers to the Church Times can access a certain number of articles free, so should be able to read it on request by the Bishop.   

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2026 – 20TH SUNDAY OF TRINITY/ST LUKE
The service on Sunday 18th October 2026 will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m.   The celebrant will be Prebendary Christopher Rowley.   There will be refreshments served after the service so please stay and chat if possible.
RABSON’S RAMBLE
Collects, Epistles, Gospels, Anniversaries and Bears 
The Church of England works on a 3-year cycle for the Collects, Epistles and Gospels.   This rotation helps ensure we cover most of the major events in the New Testament even though we only hear the portion set for Sundays.   The Collects are the short prayers constructed (with variations in detail) from an invocation, a petition and a pleading of Christ’s name or an ascription of glory to God. (Oxford Concise Dictionary of the Christian Church by E.A. Livingstone).   
      Originally there were two passages of Scripture read at the Eucharist, viz the Epistle and the Gospel.  The first one came to be known as the ‘Epistle’ as it was usually taken from one of the New Testament Epistles.   The Gospel reading comes last as this was felt to give it more honour/weight as it tells the life of Christ, his teachings etc.   In 1969 the Roman Catholic Church restored the earlier practice of including lessons from the Old Testament and this was taken up by the Church of England hence All Saints’ Church has all three readings every Sunday.   I wonder why we do not have a day to celebrate the writing of the Bible?
     Whether people are Christians or not, both Christmas and Easter have moved into major Festivals celebrated in different ways with other customs by nearly all people in this country.   It does seem a little odd how we have come to associate Christmas and Easter with trees, presents, crackers, turkeys, hot cross buns, chocolate eggs and bunnies to name just a few ways people mark these events.  
   Now anniversaries have even spread further into items that are being celebrated just for remaining in existence for a long time.   Radio 4’s The Archers celebrated its being broadcast for 75-years this year, whilst Winnie the Pooh has reached the 100-year milestone in publishing.   Winnipeg the Bear was purchased by a soldier for $20 and was smuggled into the country as the Regimental mascot.   The bear then lived in camp on Salisbury Plain.  When the soldiers went to fight in WW1, the bear was sent to London Zoo.   Eventually the bear was bequeathed to the zoo, where it was seen by A.A. Milne’s son, Christopher, who named his teddy bear after it.   The rest is history!
 


ROTA FOR SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2026
Sidesmen:- Rachel Yates and Angela Setter
Reader:-      Rachel Yates
Coffee:-       Rachel Yates and Angela Setter
Flowers:-     Jacquie Hockaday

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2026 – 20TH SUNDAY OF TRINITY/ST LUKE 
Collect:- God, the giver of life, whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church: by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ and make us eager to do your will, that we may share with the whole creation the joys of eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Readings:-
Isaiah Chapter35, vv 3 – 6 or Acts Chapter16, vv 6 – 12a 
2nd Timothy Chapter 4, vv 5 – 17
Luke Chapter 10, vv 1 - 9

PRAYER LIST 
The farming community facing reduced harvests and the future effects of bluetongue
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YEARS MIND FOR OCTOBER
21ST  William Edward Grinter
22ND  Frederick John Rainbird 
23RD  Winifred Ethel Rainbird

BIRTHDAY LIST
There are no known birthdays this week.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Churchyard Group
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 27TH October 2026 at 10.00 a.m. if anyone is free.   We wonder if anyone has any of the following plants they would be willing to donate:- White aubretia, white mini periwinkle, white omphaloides, small green/yellow or green/white hostas.   We are very grateful to have received money enabling us to order the bulbs wanted for next spring.


Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 27TH October 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.

Knit, Sew and Natter
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 5tTH November 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

Soup ‘n’ a Bite
This will be on Saturday, 14TH November 2026, at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit combined with lots of conversation.   You will be able to sign up for the Christmas Lunch, which will be on 12TH December, at this meeting.
OUR NEXT SERVICE
The next service at All Saints’ Church will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 25TH October 2026.   The celebrant will be Rev Andy Barton.   There will be refreshments served after the service.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Fund Raising Committee
The next fund-raising event will be held on Saturday 21st November 2026 at 7.00 p.m. in the Lang Room and it will be a Quiz night with buffet supper.   This quiz will introduce several new rounds for you all to puzzle over.   The cost will be £10-00 per person.   Please put the date in your diary and start forming your teams.   Eating fish is said to improve one’s brain power!

OTHER INFORMATION
From Rev Andrew Norris
The “Home Service” is a weekly programme which brings Christian worship into your front room which is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am and repeated Sunday at 10.00 am.  It is also available via the internet at any time on www.10radio.org .    This week: June Best and the team from St Giles, Bradford-on-Tone, lead an act of worship reflecting on Jesus' parable of the wheat and the tares.   If you have prayer or song requests or want others to know about what is happening in your church, contact revandrew@10Radio.org 
Bishop Fiona’s visit to Wellington
Last Monday evening several members of the Benefice attended a meeting at St John’s Church to hear from Bishop Fiona and the team of people she brought from Flourish House in Wells.   There will be grant money available for churches to apply for projects at three different levels, dependent on costings.      The application process and full criteria for each grant level are not finalised as yet.   
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