All Saints Day: Benefice of Egremont with Bigrigg & Haile.
Sunday 1st November 2026

From its earliest days, the Church has recognized as its foundation stones those heroes of the faith whose lives have excited others to holiness and has assumed a communion between the Church on earth and the Church in heaven.
Celebrating the feast of All Saints began in the fourth century. At first, it was observed on the Sunday after the feast of Pentecost; this was to link the disciples who received the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, the foundation of the Church, with those who were martyrs, giving their lives as witnesses to the faith. In the eighth century, a pope dedicated a chapel to All Saints in St Peter’s at Rome on 1 November. Within a century, this day was observed in Britain and Ireland as All Saints’ Day.

Collect

Almighty God,
you have knit together your elect
in one communion and fellowship in the 
mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord:
grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living
that we may come to those inexpressible joys that you have prepared for those who truly love you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Revelation 7.9–end

 I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God,12singing,
‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
and thanksgiving and honour and power and might be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?’ 14I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat;17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’

Second reading: 1 John 3.1–3

 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Holy Gospel Matthew 5.1–12
  
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
3    ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4    Blessed are those who mourn,
     for they will be comforted.
5    Blessed are the meek,
     for they will inherit the earth.
6    Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
     for they will be filled.
7    Blessed are the merciful,
     for they will receive mercy.
8    Blessed are the pure in heart,
     for they will see God.
9    Blessed are the peacemakers,
     for they will be called children of God.
10    Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
     for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11    Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.’

Post Communion Prayer

God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good things: may we who have shared at this table as strangers and pilgrims here on earth
be welcomed with all your saints to the 
heavenly feast on the day of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Benefice Services and Events this week

Sunday 1st November

10:00: Ss M & M Holy Communion Rev Gary
09:30 Haile: Holy Communion Rev Maurice
11:00 St John’s Holy Communion Rev Maurice
15:00 Ss M & M All Souls Service Rev Gary

Tuesday 3rd November

09:30 Ss M & M Holy Communion Rev Gary
18:30 BINGO! Ss M & M in the hall


Wednesday 4th November  

6pm Ss M & M Holy Communion Rev Gary

Saturday 7th November 

Ss M & M Drop-in Session in the Hall

Notices

Sunday 8th November Remembrance Day 
09:30 Holy Communion Ss’ M & Ss’ M
10:50 Gathering at Egremont War Memorial
11:15 Town Remembrance Day Service
09:30 Haile Holy Communion (Rev Maurice)
11:00 St John’s Holy Communion 
(Canon Richard)

Saturday 14th November 10am – 2pm
Autumn Fair Ss M and Ms Pie and Peas
with Solway Shanty crew singing from 11.

Ramblings from the Rectory
All Souls’ Day is a time for us to pause, to give thanks and to hold before God those we have loved and lost. 

Memories may bring smiles, tears or both: grief is the price we pay for love, as many of you will have heard me say at funerals that I have had the privilege to conduct.

Today’s reading from Revelation offers to us a beautiful, comforting vision: St John sees a countless multitude from every nation, tribe and language standing before God’s throne, united in worship and surrounded by his love. 

Heaven is neither loneliness nor separation, it is belonging, peace and everlasting life.

At the heart of our reading is the promise that: “God will wipe away every tear”. God does not dismiss our grief nor tell us to stop crying; instead, he draws close to comfort us. The Creator of heaven and earth understands our loss and holds us in his love.

This is part of our All Souls’ Day hope. 

We gather here not because we have every answer about death, but because we trust in our Lord Jesus Christ, whose death and resurrection have opened for us the way to eternal life.

When someone we love dies, their physical presence is gone, but our relationship does not simply disappear. Their voice, kindness, laughter and familiar habits live on in our memories; that shared love remains an integral part of us. 

We believe that this shared love is not lost to God, whose love continues beyond death.

Faith does not remove bereavement’s pain. Jesus wept at his friend Lazarus’s grave: tears show deep love, not weak faith. We believe that death does not have the final word. That alone belongs to God, and that word is love – love that holds us close in this life and even closer in the life to come; when we too stand before the throne of our God with those countless others who have gone before us into His Prescence.

Today we remember with sadness and gratitude those whose lives touched ours and the love that death cannot erase. 
We continue to hope that sorrow and separation will one day end. 

Revelation speaks not only of life’s end, but 
more importantly of God’s faithfulness to us throughout our life and which continues after our death, where He will welcome us into his loving presence.

This is All Souls’ Day’s greatest comfort that: those we love and see no longer are never beyond God’s love. May we entrust our loved ones and our friends once again to his gracious keeping, confident that every tear will be wiped away and in Jesus all things will be made new. Amen.

Love and prayers Gary
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