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    Sunday 25th October, Bible Sunday
 
Welcome to St Mary's this morning
If you are visiting or here for the first time, we hope you feel at home, and please do make yourself known. Those of you with small children may wish to make use of the Children’s Corner during the service, if that is helpful for you. At the offertory a collection will be taken for the work of the church. If you are able to use a Gift Aid envelope please do. There is a card reader, and further information about giving to St Mary’s, by the door where you came in. When we come to share communion please follow the stewards. Refreshments are served in the hall after the service – please stay if you can. 

Services this Sunday 
8am				Eucharist, in Church and on Facebook
10am				Eucharist, in Church and on Zoom

Hymns								
Processional			377 Angel-voices ever singing
Gradual			497 Let all the world in every corner sing
Offertory			277 All for Jesus, all for Jesus
Communion			286 Break thou the bread of life
625 Word of God, come down on earth
Final				321 Rise and hear! The Lord is speaking

Music
Setting			Deutsche Messe Schubert
[bookmark: _Hlk128734285][bookmark: _Hlk132188057]Voluntary	IV. [Allegro] from Organ Concerto in D minor after Vivaldi, BWV 596 Bach

Rota for Sunday 25th October, Bible Sunday
Welcomers		John and Gillian Budworth
Sidespeople		Ann Robinson, Mary Boulter
Servers 	 		Sue Austin, Mike Franklin, Sarah Walker
Readers			Maria Knightly, Roger Hawkins
Intercessor		Mike West
Lay Admin	Ann Sandford, Malcolm Furnival Jones
Coffee			Linn Parker, Mary Millett

For your Prayers: 
Any who are sick or suffering: Simon Peters, Graham Cock, Jan Frost, Derek Day, Rachael Smart
The housebound, among them: Hazel Bayford
Those who have died: Harry Moody, Daphne and Peter Rooke
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time: Shirley Pedder, Paul Hickman, Tony Johnson, Winifred Wright, Olive Godfrey, Brian Tyler, Peggy Hitch, Gladys Wright, Mildred Woodgate, Marion Webb
In our Deanery: Hunsdon with Widford and Wareside. Revd Canon Mark Dunston
From our Parish Prayer Cycle: Home communicants
Those that live in: Water Row, Watton Road

Collect
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: help us so to hear them, to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting lift, which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

First Reading, Nehemiah 8.1-4a, 5-6, 8-12
1All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 4The scribe Ezra stood on a wooden platform that had been made for the purpose.
5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen’, lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground.
8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.’ 11So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, ‘Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.’ 12And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were declared to them.

Second Reading, Colossians 3.12-17
12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Gospel Reading, Matthew 24.30-35
Jesus said to his disciples: 30The sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven” with power and great glory. 31And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 32‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 34Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

Diary for the rest of this week
Monday – Thursday	9.15am Morning Prayer  
Monday – Thursday	5pm Evening Prayer (EP will be sung on Tuesdays)			
Monday 26th			7.30pm Trefoil Guild Meeting
Wednesday 28th		11am Service of the Word
Saturday 31st		Halloween Opening, all day
2pm Bell Ringers Council Meeting

Rota for Sunday 1st November, All Saints’ Day
Children’s Church	Jackie Turner, Daphne Footer
Welcomers		Brenda Furnival Jones, Ann Sandford
Sidespeople		John and Gillian Budworth
Servers 	 		Mike Franklin, Malcolm Furnival Jones, Roti Tunis
Readers			Mary Millett, Gavin John
Intercessor		Marina Buswell
Lay Admin	Roti Tunis, Mike Franklin, Kath Kirby, Emily Steets
Coffee			Linn Parker, Marion Mountjoy

Notices

Next Evening Service Choral Evensong Sunday 1st November, and Evening Service Sunday 15th November, 5pm

Sausage Sizzle On Sunday 1st November the All Saints Day Choral Evensong at 5.00pm will be followed by a sausage sizzle supper at 6.30pm in St Mary’s Hall, donations on the day. Surplus after costs to our parish overseas link - Montgomery Heights, a children’s orphanage in Zimbabwe. Please book your supper on the sign-up sheet at the back of the church.

Lent Retreats 2027 Day Retreat at St Mary's, Saturday 27th February. Residential Retreat, Rydal Hall, 8th - 11th March. For both retreats the themes will be drawn from the lives and stories of a selection of Anglo-Saxon saints. Booking for the Residential Retreat will close at the end of November. Forms available today. Booking for the Day Retreat will open in November.

Halloween Opening Saturday 31st October - drop in crafts through the day; early evening opening for treats (no tricks).

Church Review on Giving and Generosity Thank you to those who have completed the giving review questionnaire. There is still time to contribute either on paper or online (forms or QR code for online link in the Hall today).

Christmas Fayre 21st November 10am –12.30pm In Derek's absence I will be coordinating the Christmas Fayre (and Marina the Dickensian Evening). If you are usually involved in helping at these events it would be good to touch base with you to make sure things are in hand, and if you need anything from me. Mat Wilson (07884421999).
Dawn to Dusk 3rd October The finds raised by this lovely event have reached almost £2,000.  And there is still a bit more to come. Well done to Linn and her team and thank you to everyone who supported this event to raise funds to 'Fix the Hall and South Porch'.

Wine Evening 17th October Our thanks and congratulations to Marion, Belinda and Marina for organising this very enjoyable evening and to everyone who supported this event to raise funds to fix the Hall and the South Porch. It seems that a good time was had by all. The receipts are not yet finalised - we will publish the amount when all the accounting has been completed.

New Year's Day Viennese Concert at St Mary's, 1st January 2027 Put this date in your diary now, The Maltings Sinfonia Orchestra under the baton of Chris Tilbury will return to St Mary's to perform a traditional Viennese Concert in the afternoon of Year's Years Day 2027. Proceeds to the Hall and South Porch Refurbishment Funds.

David Perman. There is to be a literary celebration of David’s life and work at St Mary’s Church, Upper Street, Islington, on Saturday 7th November, from 4pm. There will be a strong literary element, with readings from David’s work and from poets and writers connected with him, alongside memories and music. The celebration will also reflect David’s wider writing, local history and community work. Friends from Ware are warmly invited. For full details contact Roger Hawkins or Mike West.

Advent Calendars The Real Advent Calendar has the Christmas story behind the windows - and fair-traded chocolate as well. There is an activity book and the chance to win prizes. The cost will be £4.95 per item, provided we have at least 15 orders. Please sign up on the form in the Book corner, or speak to Bonnie West.

Maintenance Morning is being held on Saturday 7th November from 9.30am. Come along prepared for gardening work, but there will also be some jobs inside. Please add your name to the sign-up sheet at the back of the church. Your help is always very much appreciated.

Can you drive a van? Ware foodbank badly needs volunteer drivers to help deliver food. Could you, or do you know someone who could, spare a couple of hours once a fortnight? If you might be interested come and chat to Jackie Turner or Mike Franklin (mjp_franklin@btinterner.com).

Next Lunchtime Concerts
Monday 2nd November		Celia Higson, Clarinet, with Edward Dodge, piano
Thursday 19th November		Haileybury College Music Students



Contact Information
Vicar: The Revd Ysmena Pentelow, vicar@stmarysware.co.uk 07423 812238 Usual day off Friday
Curate: The Revd José Tamayo, curate@stmarysware.co.uk 07364 246152 Usual day off Saturday
Parish Office: Tuesday & Friday 9am – 1pm officestmarys@btinternet.com 01920 462539 
Director of Music (part time): Stephen Crookes email: music@stmarysware.co.uk 
Website:  www.stmarysware.org.uk. You can also find us on Facebook
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