NEWSLETTER NUMBER 341
[image: ]In case you did not make it to this year’s Harvest Festival, here is a photo of the superb display mounted by Alison Toogood in the Lady Chapel.   It is a complete farm in the process of harvesting with the corn being put in the bucket grain store on the left.

The service was followed by the Harvest lunch in the Lang Room.   Jacquie Hockaday and her team produced a good spread of food for us all to eat.   Well done to all those who helped in any way.   The lunch made a profit of £120-00 for church funds.

The church was beautifully decorated by Melodie Lane in lovely autumnal colours.   The schoolchildren and their parents are coming for their Harvest service on Friday and will see it too.

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 4TH OCTOBER 2026 – 18TH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
This will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m.   The celebrant will be Rev Steven Bowen and there will be refreshments served after the service so please stay and chat if possible.

ROTA FOR SUNDAY
Sidesmen:- Philippa Deem and Sue Eastwood
Reader:-      Philippa Deem
Coffee:-       Philippa Deem and Sue Eastwood
Flowers:-     Philippa Deem

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 4TH OCTOBER – 18TH AFTER TRINITY
Collect:- Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us your gift of faith that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to that which is before, we may run the way of your commandments and win the crown of everlasting joy; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen

Readings:-
Isaiah Chapter 5, vv 1 – 7
Philippians Chapter3, vv 4 – 14 
Matthew Chapter 21 vv 33 – end 

PRAYER LIST 
People working to re-establish normal life following the devasting floods in Tibet and Nepal
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Hazel Ware                                                                                                                   
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood 
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley 
For those mourning Eunice Durrance  
YEARS MIND FOR OCTOBER
8TH Herbert George Goff
9TH James Martin Westaway

BIRTHDAY LIST FOR OCTOBER
There are no known birthdays this week.

OUTREACH GROUPS
Soup ‘n’ a Bite
This will be on Saturday, 10TH October 2026, at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit combined with lots of conversation.

Churchyard Group
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 27TH October 2026 at 10.00 a.m. if anyone is free.   We wonder if anyone has any of the following plants they would be willing to donate:- White aubretia, white mini periwinkle, white omphaloides, small green/yellow or green/white hostas.   We are very grateful to have received money enabling us to buy the bulbs wanted for next spring and a further donation for plants/bulbs.

Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 27TH October 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.

Knit, Sew and Natter
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 5th November 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.
OUR NEXT SERVICE
This will be our normal Sung Eucharist starting a 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 11th October 2026.   The celebrant will be Prebendary Christopher Rowley.   Refreshments will be served after the service so please stay and chat if possible.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Fund Raising Committee
The next fund-raising event will be held on Saturday 21st November 2026 at 7.00 p.m. in the Lang Room and it will be a Quiz night with buffet supper.   This quiz will introduce several new rounds for you all to puzzle over.   The cost will be £10-00 per person.   Please put the date in your diary and start forming your teams.   Eating fish is said to improve one’s brain power!

OTHER INFORMATION
From Rev Andrew Norris
The “Home Service” is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am and repeated Sunday at 10.00 am.  It is also available via the internet at any time on www.10radio.org . 
This week: John Salter from Churches Together in Wellington leads a Harvest themed act of worship and, at the start of the season of Michaelmas we hear more about the stories associated with St Michael’
News from Hari Kumar Khati in Nepal
You may recall that one of our former worshippers, Jim Prestidge (whose year’s mind takes place this week) introduced us to Hari and his wife, Uma, when they came to England and gave us a talk on the work of Grace Church in Nepal.   I have recently been in contact with Hari following the devastating floods.   Some of their churches have been severely damaged, members are still missing or, if dead, have not yet been found or identified, everyone is shocked and people are in desperate need of our prayers.   Communities are struggling to move around, maintain a semblance of normal life etc.   Hari’s mother died and he was on his way to deal with this when the floods struck.   Some communities are still living in the path of any new flood with no prospect of being able to relocate.   Roads are still not passable between the major towns and villages are only receiving supplies by helicopter as these small roads were non-metal and were washed away.
       The following is taken from one of Hari’s newsletters:-
Grace Church are praying and helping with food, clean drinking water, clothes, medicines, and financial support wherever possible.   Even a small helping hand can bring hope and relief to someone who is going through this difficult time.   “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law of Christ.” — Galatians 6:2   We humbly ask you to keep Nepal in your prayers, especially Rasuwa, Dhading, Nuwakot, and Chitwan. Please also pray for our safety as we seek to reach and support people who are affected.
Hari asks that we particularly pray for
🙏 Protection and safety for everyone in the affected areas
🙏 Those who are trapped or missing, that they may be found and rescued safely
🙏 Strength, wisdom, and protection for the police, army, and rescue teams
🙏 Protection for families living near the rivers
🙏 Safe roads and safe travel for those who are stranded
🙏 Comfort, strength, and provision for those who have lost their homes and belongings
[image: ]
Hari has also sent 5 amazing photographs of scenes from his area.   If you would like to see the other 4, please email and I will send them to you.   I cannot send them with the newsletter as it makes the email’s size too big.   They will take too much ink to print off for all those not on email, but I have put one on the back wall of the church.




FUN CORNER
Last Christmas I was given the book “A Literary Cat for Every Day of the Year” by Tara Richardson.   I was particularly amused with the entry for 25th September which was written by Terry Pratchett and comes from his book “Men at Arms”
Dogs are not like cats, who amusingly tolerate humans only until someone comes up with a tin opener that can be opened with a paw.

The TV Channel “Dave” used to sponsor the ‘Funniest Joke of the Fringe award at the Edinburgh Festival.   In future the Edinburgh Comedy Awards will instead be handing out its own £1001-00 prize for the best one liner joke.   One standout entry came from the Welsh comedian and podcaster Anna Thomas who quipped the following:-
The back of my car fell off the other day – and you’ll never guess what you can’t buy in a car boot sale.”



[image: ]In case you missed it, the excellent BBC Radio 4 programme “Beyond Belief” last Sunday at 6.00 a.m. was about “Holy facial hair across the different faiths” and what happens when growing a beard is either mandated or forbidden in a religious context.   You can find it on BBC’s i-player – it is well worth a listen.   The part where they discuss how the face of Jesus would have looked is particularly interesting.
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I was in the attic
and found my
grandfather's old
wig-making
machine.

It's a family hair
loom.




