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Serving the villages of Bawdrip, Cossington, Pawlett, Puriton and Woolavington & Westonzoyland with Chedzoy
Worship at Home 18th October – St Luke 

Collect 
Almighty God
Who called Luke the physician
Whose praise is in the gospel, to be an evangelist and physician of the soul:
By the grace of the Spirit
And through the wholesome medicine of the gospel,
Give your Church the same love and power to heal; 
Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
Who is alive and reigns with you,
In the unity of the Holy Spirit
One God, now and for ever. 
Amen

THERE'S A WIDENESS IN GOD'S MERCY
like the wideness of the sea;
there's a kindness in his justice,
which is more than liberty.
There is no place where earth's sorrows
are more felt than in heaven;
there is no place where earth's failings
have such kind judgment given.


But we make his love too narrow
By false limits of our own;
And we magnify his strictness
With a zeal he will not own. 
There is plentiful redemption
in the blood that has been shed;
there is joy for all the members
in the sorrows of the Head.

For the love of God is broader
than the scope of human mind,
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.
If our love were but more simple,
we should take him at his word;
and our hearts would find assurance
in the promise of the Lord.

Readings: Isaiah 35: 3-62 Timothy4:5-17, Luke 10:1-9

Reflection 		‘The kingdom of God has come near to you’
Today we celebrate the feast St Luke  – Luke described by Paul and the beloved physician, and now considered to be the saint associated with Wholeness and Healing. 
But what do we mean by Wholeness and Healing?
I want us to get away from thinking about healing as a cure – yes sometimes the healings in the Bible look like a cure – I’m sure we can all name some, the woman with 12 years of haemorrhage, Peter’s mother in law, those lepers who were cleansed, those who we might want to say now had a mental health issue – or in Biblical terminology an unclean spirit were healed – but how many who were healed were actually named? 
Lazarus, Tabitha, Blind Bartimaeus… most of those who are healed are nameless, which means we need to look deeper into what is happening. If these healings were just for the individuals, then surely the individuals would have been named – giving more weight to linking healing and cure. So, if these healing aren’t just for the individual then who are they for?
Let’s look a couple of examples: Luke 7: The raising of the son of the widow and Nain – this woman, has already lost her husband, and now her son has died, meaning that she would be the lowest in society, without a man to care for her, she would probably go hungry and potentially die without support of a man – by raising her son, Jesus restored her place in society. 
Matthew 9: The woman is healed of her 12-year haemorrhage, a woman who was bleeding shouldn’t have even been out in public, let alone touching a religious man and also making him unclean – by healing her of her haemorrhage she was restored to her place in society…
Their healing has a far wider impact than just the individuals being cured – they are restored to their place within the society in which they live. 
So, what does this mean for our healing ministry? 
Wholeness and Healing is about restoring the whole of the body of Christ, so that all people can take their place and be part of it. It enables everyone to become more fully the person God would want them to be, complementing the whole. 
Yes, healing is partly about us going into a deeper personal relationship with God, but it is also about restoring all relationships. In John 17 Jesus prayed that we might be one, as he and the Father are one. That is the hope that comes from Wholeness and Healing – the restoration of the body of Christ, through restoration of relationships, so that call can be enfolded in the life of God, Father Son and Holy Spirit. 
One thing that stands out in all the accounts of healing miracles is the importance of touch, the woman touched Jesus robes, in Nain – Jesus touched the bearers, the leper reached out and touched Jesus… It is through costly prayer that we are offering that bridge – to enable others to reach out and touch Jesus, we become joined with them and they with Christ. 
Wholeness and healing is something we all require all the time – we all need to be open to being refilled with the Holy Spirit, to being restored to right relationship with those around us, with God, and with the whole world. It is in wholeness that we are able to take our place and fulfil our purpose in the Body of Christ. Healing of one person is the catalyst for the healing of all, are we ready to make ourselves vulnerable and allow God to restore us to wholeness? 

BREATHE ON ME, breath of God, 
Fill me with life anew;
That I may love what Thou dost love
And do what Thou wouldst do.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Until my heart is pure;
Until my will is one with Thine
To do and to endure.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Till I am wholly Thine;
Until this earthly part of me
Glows with Thy fire divine.

Breathe on me, Breath of God,
So shall I never die,
But live with Thee the perfect life
Of Thine eternity. 


Edwin Hatch.
Prayers & Lord’s Prayer 


FOR THE HEALING OF THE NATIONS
Lord we pray with one accord
For a just and equal sharing
Of the things that earth affords
To a life of love and action
Help us rise and pledge our word.

Lead us Father into freedom
From despair your world release
That redeemed from war and hatred
All may come and go in peace
Show us how through care and goodness
Fear will die and hope increase.

All that kills abundant living
Let it from the earth be banned
Pride of status race or schooling
Dogmas that obscure your plan
In our common quest for justice
May we hallow life’s brief span.

You creator God have written
Your great name on humankind
For our growing in your likeness
Bring the life of Christ to mind
That by our response and service 
Earth its destiny may find.


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all ever more. Amen. 
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Foodbank. Thank you for your continued support of Bridgewater Foodbank. Current needs are: washing up liquid, instant mash, tinned veg and sugar. 

Lay Preacher Course. The Diocese has confirmed dates. 9th January, 6th February, 6th March. From 9am – 1pm. Bawdrip Parish Hall. Please confirm with Kirsty if you would like to explore this ministry.   revkirsty@hotmail.com 




Christmas Pudding Stir up - at Bawdrip village hall on Sat. November 7th - arrive at 10am, finish with coffee and biscuits by 11.00am. Bring with you a large mixing bowl, wooden spoon and apron and enjoy stirring up all the ingredients needed for a regular size pudding that feeds 4-5 people for £5.50 cash. Pre-booking essential - please email revjdstromberg@gmail.com by Nov 1st. 

Confirmation If you would like to explore confirmation, there will be an opportunity to be confirmed at Wells Cathedral on 7th November at 2pm. Please contact Kirsty for more info. revkirsty@hotmail.com 

Woolavington Christmas Flowers If you would like to contribute to Woolavington Christmas flowers in memory of a loved one please speak to Trish before the end of November. 

Save the Date: 14th November, Jon Pickard ‘Strings of Light’ – The Magic of the Harp Guitar 7pm Cossington VH
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Monday 19th 	3.30pm 	Meeting with AD Simon 
			7.00pm 	Bawdrip PCC, Orchard View
Tuesday 20th	10.30am	Confirmation Prep
			2.00pm 	Bible Study at Jenny’s
Wed 21st 		10.00am	ADMPG, West Monkton
Thursday 22nd 	11.30am 	Funeral of Olive Champion, WZ
			11.30am 	Funeral of Simon Scarbro, Crematorium
			2.00pm 	Home Communions
			2.30pm 	Poppy sew up Cossington. 
Friday 23rd 		11.00am 	Funeral of Mark Tilly, St Anderw’s 
Compton Bishop
Saturday 24th 	9.30am 	Wedding Rehearsal, Puriton
10-2pm 	Cossington Pre Christmas Sale, Village Hall
			10.30am	Bawdrip Community Café, Parish Hall 

All events are in the village church unless otherwise stated.

Morning Prayer on Zoom Monday – Thursday 8.30am 
www.zoom/us/join Meeting ID: 803 619 7054	Passcode: 188399
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