The Collect and Psalm for the 14th Sunday after Trinity

Almighty God,
whose only Son has opened for us
a new and living way into your presence:
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills
to worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

At 176 verses, Psalm 119 is the longest of all the Psalms
but it contains some beautiful shorter passages –
such as this lovely but powerful prayer
which you might like to make your own today…

The Old Testament Reading is taken from Psalm 119, 
verses 33-40

Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees,
    that I may follow it to the end. 
Give me understanding, so that I may keep your law
    and obey it with all my heart.
Direct me in the path of your commands,
    for there I find delight.
Turn my heart toward your statutes
    and not toward selfish gain.
Turn my eyes away from worthless things;
    preserve my life according to your word. 
Fulfil your promise to your servant,
    so that you may be feared.
Take away the disgrace I dread,
    for your laws are good.
How I long for your precepts!
    In your righteousness preserve my life.

