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“Love Thy Neighbour… Even the One Who Tests Thy
Patience!”
Today, Jesus gives us some very practical advice in
Matthew 18:15–20 about what to do when a neighbour
or anyone, for that matter, gets on our nerves.
And let us be honest: neighbours are wonderful… until
they are not!
A good neighbour is someone who smiles at you,
borrows a cup of sugar, returns your lawnmower,
keeps the music down at midnight, and never parks in
front of your driveway. But then there is the other
kind.
The neighbour who starts drilling at 7 a.m. on a
Saturday. The neighbour whose dog believes your
garden is its personal toilet. The neighbour who
mysteriously “borrows” your ladder and then develops
amnesia. 
And, of course, the neighbour who sees your rubbish
bin outside and decides it is the perfect place to have a
conversation.

Reflection

SCRIPTURE READINGS
 Exodus 12.1-14

Romans 13.8-end
Matthew 18.15-20 



Jesus knows that relationships can become messy.
So He says: “If your brother sins against you, go
and point out the fault when the two of you are
alone.”
Notice something important: Jesus does not say,
“Tell everybody else first!”
That would be our natural instinct, wouldn’t it?
“Did you hear what she did?”

“Do you know what he said?”
“I’m not gossiping. I’m just sharing a prayer request!”
Jesus invites us to do something much harder: talk to
the person directly, privately and lovingly.
Good neighbourliness means refusing to turn small
disagreements into international incidents. It means
giving people the benefit of the doubt. It means
learning to say, “I’m sorry,” and also learning to say, “I
forgive you.”



Sometimes, being a good neighbour means speaking the
truth. Sometimes it means keeping quiet. And sometimes it
means discovering that the fence between us is not nearly
as important as the friendship on the other side of it.
Then Jesus gives us that beautiful promise: “Where two or
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
Imagine that! Jesus is present when we gather, not only in
church, but wherever people come together seeking
reconciliation, understanding and peace. without the
pruning, and the title without the work!
So, dear friends, let us be the kind of neighbours who make
the world a little lighter: quick to listen, slow to quarrel,
                                                      generous with forgiveness,
                                                      and perhaps just a little less  
                                                      enthusiastic about gossip!
                                                      Because holiness is not only  
                                                       about loving God on  
                                                       Sundays. It is also about
                                                     loving the person next door   
                                                       on Monday morning.
                                                      And if  your neighbour is          
                                                       difficult?
                                                       Pray for them.
                                                      And perhaps, after praying,   
                                                     check where you parked your  
                                                  car. 
                                                   Amen.



For website enquiries, please contact Sarah +4798543363
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