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For further information about anything in the newsletter, please contact:
Jenny Talbot: 01889 502471   email:jenny477@btinternet.com
Facebook: St. Mary’s Church Gratwich

BAPTISM – 30th August
Sending our love and Blessings to Isabella Gwenyn Hollins-White who was baptised in 
St. Mary’s, Gratwich and to her parents & Godparents as well.

100 CLUB – AUGUST
1st  Simon Capewell (22)      2nd James Chapman (90)      3rd Jacob Selvaggi (38)
The next draw will be on 27th September after the Harvest service.


OTHER EVENTS IN THE AREA

[bookmark: _Hlk238932178]MAC MILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Uttoxeter St. Mary’s are hosting a coffee morning on Friday 18th   September 
[bookmark: _GoBack]to raise funds for Douglas MacMillan.

UTTOXETER AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY PLOUGHING MATCH
12th September 9.00am – 4.00pm Lower Loxley Farm, Lower Loxley.
Come and watch Modern & Vintage Tractors Ploughing, the Hedgelaying Competition, Horse Ploughing and a Vintage Machinery Display.
Refreshments available.

KINGSTONE HARVEST SUPPER
Friday 2nd October at 7.30 pm in Kingstone Village Hall.
After supper, there will be great entertainment from The Queen Bees.
Tickets: Adults £15  Children £8, 
from Ann Gallimore (01889 563404) 
Please book your tickets BY SEPTEMBER 28th
Also bring your own glass and drink


WARM CLOTHING FOR UKRAINE
David and Louise Taylor from Kingstone are collecting coats to pass to a Newcastle-under-Lyme group that sends items to Ukraine. Without the much needed air defences, Ukraine is expected to come under heavy bombardment this autumn and winter and there is a need for clean, good quality, warm clothing for displaced people and those without heating. The lorry leaves for Ukraine on 21 September.  David and Louise are happy to pick up items from the Churches by arrangement by 13 September. 
You can contact Louise on 07984 599284 / plouisetaylor@gmail.com



	

GRATWICH SERVICES IN SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER

 SUNDAY 13th  SEPTEMBER  11.15am Morning Prayer     

 SUNDAY 27th SEPTEMBER   7.00pm Harvest Festival

SUNDAY 11th OCTOBER  11.15am Holy Communion

SUNDAY 25th OCTOBER  3.00pm All Souls 


AT LAST SOME RAIN!!!!!!!!

We are now officially ‘stipendiary vicar less’ for three months with Jules having moved on to her new post and Joe gone on his Extended Study Leave (see his letter on the next page).  To be fair, Joe booked his leave 18months ago before Margaret gave her notice in and way before Jules was ‘poached’ from us by the Diocese.
We will be alright as we have Nicola to organise everyone & everything and a team of people – Chris, Charles, John, Irene and all the ministry teams, readers, etc. to carry on as normal and Joe will back in December just ready for the Christmas rush.

While Joe is away Nicola in the Area office is the contact for all things church:

To Book a Baptism, Wedding or Funeral contact Nicola at Uttoxeter Area Parish Office:         Tel: 07365 608186
Email:uttoxeterareaparish@outlook.com

The wheelbarrow racing last month in Gratwich was amazing – eight teams of very enthusiastic and competitive people completing the course at speed!
Congratulations to the winning teams Luke & Jack and Fin & Arlo.
Many thanks to all who came along making it such a lovely evening, everyone who helped on the night and Julie for the delicious cakes. 

Now we have our Harvest Festival (September 27th) and Harvest Supper 
(October 3rd) to look forward to.

CLEANING ROTA
Helen Brough & Rosemary Hollins
Dear All,

As most of you know, I am off on a three-month Extended Study Leave at the end of August.  I am actually away from parish work from 24th August (annual leave) until 30th November.
I know that having three months to take time away is a privilege that most jobs do not offer.  I also realise that it is not great timing for the Uttoxeter Area of Parishes. 
As stipendiary clergy we are allowed a three month ESL every seven years and I intend to make the most of it.  During my last ESL in 2019 I finished the musical ‘Redemption’ and wrote a shorter jazz musical about Deborah (from Judges in the Old Testament).  I hope to rehearse ‘Deborah’ next year (or the year after) but I wanted to do ‘Redemption’ first, as that had been in the pipeline for fourteen years!
The aim is to research the saints of the Outer Hebrides and build a solo performance around those stories, writing music and bringing in themes of faith and spirituality.  I have already discovered that there is more to spirituality in the Outer Hebrides than folkloric Celtic saints and pretty sunsets.  The locals mostly led a tough life, with hard farming conditions, Norse raids and settlement and forced emigration.  From what I have read, people were largely down-to-earth, slightly wary of the clergy and very community-minded.  My saints will include those who fought against the landowners, prayed for spiritual renewal, valued the God of the soil and nature, gave all they had physically, mentally and financially for the benefit of the people, lived ordinary lives in a faithful way and risked their lives to bring Christianity to these islands across the Minch.  The music will be based on traditional styles, such as waulking songs, the strathspey, psalm-singing and fishing chants.
At the end of the ESL, I hope to have a show to offer the churches and maybe some of the local schools.  The idea is that it will small, acoustic and informal, based around the traditional idea of the Highland hearthside ceilidh; so no Gay Gordons or dosey-does, but maybe a bit of voluntary audience participation.
Those of you who have heard my sermons recently may have noticed I am already using some Outer Hebridean material.  My mind has been changed about what faith and sainthood means out there in the back of beyond.  In fact I have come to understand what RS Stornoway says in Kevin MacNeil’s, ‘The Stornoway Way’:
“We are who we are because we grew up the Stornoway way.  We do not live in the back of beyond we live in the very heart of beyond”
That applies to us in the Uttoxeter Area of Parishes as much as it does in uttermost Scotland.  We have a wonderful group of people here in the benefice/team/Area, doing wonderful things in our own challenging circumstances, and we need to have faith in that.

Peace and prayers, Joe

Rev. Joe Cant
Team Vicar, Uttoxeter Area of Parishes
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