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Back to business, back to fun! 

Well, it was certainly a record-breaking summer! 

Here at St George's we all enjoyed a well-earned change of pace, though 

not without fitting in a few highlights along the way. We had a wonderful 

Teddy Bears' Picnic in John Leigh Park, and a joyful Celebration Service for 

our Year 6 leavers. Huge thanks to Dee for all the time, care and creativity 

that went into making both such special occasions. 

The summer also brought some bittersweet farewells. 

After three years with us, Russell Medley stepped down. We're grateful for 

everything he brought to St George's, particularly his work in rebuilding 

our wonderful choir. We wish him all the bestfor the future and like to 

think we've converted him to the occasional donkey wandering through a 

service! 

We also said goodbye to Aidan McCusker, who has taken up an exciting 

new position with Vienna Opera. Aidan has been nothing short of 

exceptional, building Alty Trebles from the ground up and inspiring so 

many young people with his enthusiasm, kindness and endless patience. 

He leaves a remarkable legacy and will be greatly missed. 

But every ending brings a new beginning, and we're delighted to have two 

new faces to introduce. Read on to meet them… 
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         Tessa Tang: Alty Trebles & St George’s Choir!  

You could say Tessa has had one of the longest interviews ever! 

Throughout Aidan's time with us, she regularly stepped in whenever his 

performance schedule took him elsewhere. Each time, we came away 

impressed by her warmth, energy and ability to make rehearsals both fun and 

productive. She has a wonderful gift for helping young singers grow in 

confidence while developing their musical skills. 

Originally from Singapore and now based in Manchester, Tessa graduated  

with First Class Honours and has recently completed her Master of Music. Alongside being an accomplished 

soprano, she is also a qualified music teacher with a particular passion for vocal pedagogy (the art of teaching 

singing) and music outreach. 

We couldn't be more delighted to welcome Tessa as the new Musical Director of Alty Trebles & St George’s 

Choir. We know she will build on the fantastic foundations already in place and lead our young singers into an 

exciting new chapter. 

 

         And Autumn begins once more and changes are afoot!  

We are incredibly grateful to Peter Axelsen who after far too many years to count (!) has decided to fully 

embrace his retirement! We are so grateful for all that he has done, and the many hours that he has spent 

keeping our buildings clean and working.  Our buildings were being cleaned by a number of different people, 

but we have taken this opportunity to bring them all together, and are delighted to welcome Nick Owen who 

will  be taking over as Cleaner and caretaker  -  with many of  

you already complementing the work that he has done over 

the holidays.   He has come at a good time because after the 

slower pace of the summer holidays, we’re delighted to see 

all our regular groups springing back into life, alongside a  

whole host of special services 

and one-off events sprinkled 

throughout the term! 

So get those dates in your 

diary, read on to discover 

what’s coming up, and come 

and be part of it! 
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         Quiz & Curry Night!   12th September 6pm 

Last year, after a long break, we brought back our Quiz Night—and what a 

fantastic evening it was! There was plenty of friendly competition, lots of 

laughter, and a wonderful mix of people. Some came for the quiz, some came 

for the food, some simply wanted a great night out with friends and family... 

and many came for all three! 

So we're delighted to be doing it all again. 

This year, alongside the quiz, we'll be serving a delicious homemade South 

Indian curry, making it the perfect recipe for a relaxed and enjoyable evening 

together. Whether you're a quiz enthusiast or just fancy good food and great 

company, everyone is welcome. 

Gather a team, come on your own and join one on the night, or simply come along and enjoy 

the atmosphere. We'd love to see you for an evening of fun, friendship and a little healthy 

competition! 

Tickets for the Quiz Night are here: www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-georges-church-altrincham 

 

NEW! Dance Fitness for Kids! 

Starts Wednesday 9th Sept, 3.45-4.30pm 

We are delighted to be launching a brand new after-school group this 

September: Dance Fitness for Kids. 

Designed for children aged 8–11, these fun, energetic sessions combine 

dance, movement and fitness in a positive, encouraging environment. As 

well as helping children keep active, the classes are all about building 

confidence, developing friendships, celebrating individuality and 

encouraging one another. Whether your child already loves to dance or 

simply enjoys moving to music, everyone is welcome. 

The sessions will be led by Dee Owen, who brings many years of professional dance and teaching experience, 

creating a safe, supportive space where children can have fun, grow in confidence and leave each week with a 

smile. 

The course costs £30 for six sessions (or you can pay £5 for each lesson on the day) and takes place every 

Wednesday from 3.45pm–4.30pm in the Parish Centre. 

If you'd like your child to come along, you can book a place here: 

www.ticketsource.com/st-georges-church-altrincham 
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Harvest Festival Sunday 4thh October 9.30am 

Another date for your diary!  Hopefully, with full tummies from the night 

before, we’ll come together on the 5th for our Annual Harvest Festival. We 

may not be farmers ourselves, but we depend entirely on the hard work of 

farmers and the bounty of their harvest! 

We’ve got the bales and plans for decorations—and now all we need is you! 

This is an all-age service, and we’re excited to welcome our Guiding and 

Scouting groups as we celebrate the season of Harvest. For those who are 

able, we’ll also be collecting food donations for our local Food Bank. 

 

Harvest Supper & Barn Dance!  
Saturday 3rd October 6pm 

Date for your Diary: The social event of the year — or at least the season! An 

evening filled with laughter and— back again this year—a lively barn dance! 

Picture a hall decked out with bunting and straw bales, buzzing with joy as we 

share a hearty meal and enjoy some dancing together. 

Not a dancer? No worries! You can happily sit back and watch—it’s just as 

much fun!  Tickets are £5 for adults and £3 for children. If the cost is a  

concern, please do get in touch—we really want you to be there! 

 

Benefactor Sunday  Sunday 13th September 9.30am 

Every church has a story, and St George's is no exception. Generations of 

people have worshipped here, cared for this building, served our community 

and passed on the Christian faith. We are deeply grateful for all those whose 

generosity and vision have made the church we know today possible. 

Each year, on Benefactor Sunday, we give thanks for those who have gone 

before us and remember that we, too, are helping to shape the future. The  

choices we make today will determine what St George's looks like for generations yet to come. 

Whether you've been part of St George's for years, are returning, or are simply curious, we'd love to welcome 

you as we celebrate the past, give thanks for the present, and look forward to the future. 
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NEW: Sunday Youth! Sundays, 9.30am 

We’ve been delighted to see our Junior Church and Toddler Session grow 

and flourish over the last year. At the same time, we’ve become increasingly 

aware that our older young people haven’t had a dedicated space of their 

own. So we’re delighted to be launching Sunday Youth—starting as a 

monthly group, with our first session on 4th October.  Together, we’ll 

explore life’s big questions and discover what it means to follow Jesus in  

everyday life. Through conversation, activities and reflection, we’ll explore the Bible in a relaxed and 

welcoming environment, building friendships and growing in confidence together. We begin in church before 

heading out during the service, returning in time to share in the Eucharist with the rest of the congregation. 

 

Drop In, Twist & Tales & Dance Fitness! 

Starts Tuesday 8th & Wednesday 9th September 

And all our children’s groups are back up and running! 

From Dance Sessions (Twist & Tales, Weds 10.15am, NEW Kids Dance 

Fitness, 3.45-4.15pm) to our vibrant Afterschool All-Age Drop In (Tues 

3.20pm), our brilliant team of children’s leaders are refreshed, recharged, 

and ready to welcome you. 

Whether your child loves music, movement, crafts, or simply being part of a 

fun and friendly group, there’s a place for them here. 

Why not come along and get involved?  

 

       Harbour Starts Friday 11th  September. 

A support group for parents of children with SEND.  

Parenting can be a challenging journey, especially when caring for children 

with SEND. Last year, we started an informal group to share experiences 

over a cuppa and support each other along the way – and it has been 

absolutely life-giving! 

We’re not professionals; this group is simply about listening, offering 

encouragement, and walking alongside one another. You  

don’t need to attend church on a Sunday or have a child of a specific age – everyone is welcome. 

Please do help us spread the word and invite anyone who might find this support helpful. 
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              Youth Groups:  

Pathway starts Friday 11th September, Parish Centre, 3.20pm 

For everyone in Year 6 and above, our Friday Youth Group is up and running 

again – and we’d love to see both familiar faces and new ones this year! 

With games, food (of course!), and a short thought for the week, it’s the 

perfect way to catch up with old primary school friends and unwind after a 

busy week. 

Hang Out starts Friday 11th September, Parish Centre, 4.30pm 

Is what it says on the tin: A space for boys to hang out. 

If you’re in Year 7 or above, this is your place to chill, have a laugh, and be 

yourself. No pressure, no judgment - just good vibes, good food, and a chance 

to hang out with other lads your age. 

Expect games, music, and plenty of laughs. Whether you’re competitive, 

creative, or just want somewhere to relax after a long week, you’ll fit right in. 

It’s all about building confidence, trying new things, and being part of 

something positive. Bring your mates or come and make new ones—we’d love 

you to be a part of it. 

Sign up here to join in the fun: www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-georges-church-

altrincham 

  Alpha starts Thursday 10th September, online, 7pm 

Many of us have found faith later in life or returned to it after childhood 

experiences in church. At St George’s, we believe it’s important to have space 

to ask questions, explore beliefs, and talk openly about life and meaning. 

That’s why we’re running an Alpha Course in English, Cantonese and Persian! 

Together, these will be a relaxed, welcoming series of sessions that explore 

the basics of the Christian faith.  The course begins on Thursday 11th 

September at 7:00pm, online. Please do get in touch for the link. 
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  Choir of St George’s  

Fridays, 7.30pm 

Our Adult Choir meets every Friday evening at 7.30pm, and it’s a 

wonderful way to start the day in fellowship and song. 

Tessa, our new, enthusiastic choir leader, is already looking ahead with 

excitement as we begin preparations for the upcoming Harvest Service. 

Whether you’re a seasoned singer or simply want to learn something  

new, we’d love to welcome new members – no audition required, just a willingness to join in! 

 

Alty Trebles Wednesdays, 3.30pm 

Our Children’s Choir is also back! 

We’re thrilled to welcome back Alty Trebles, our children’s choir, which 

brought so much joy and energy last year. Music is a powerful boost to our 

wellbeing – and it’s wonderful to see children grow in confidence and 

creativity through singing together.  

We’d love to see even more young voices join us this year as we change location to the Parish Centre.  If you 

have a child in Year 3 or above who enjoys singing, they’re very welcome to come along and give it a try. 

We’re looking forward to welcoming new faces (and voices) soon! 

 

        Private Singing Lessons 

Wednesdays, 4.30pm onwards 

We’re delighted that Tessa is  willing and able to offer private music lessons 

in the church. As you can see from the earlier introductions, she has  a 

wealth of experience and are fantastic with adults and children* alike. 

Lessons cost £23 

Sign up here: https://stgeorgesalty.churchsuite.com/events/asj9qk6n 

More information here: https://www.stgeorgesaltrincham.org/choirs 

*One adult/carer needs to remain with under 18s during the lesson 
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Mid-Week Groups: Back in Full Swing! 

Many of our regular groups have been running right through  

the summer – full credit to everyone for their ongoing energy and enthusiasm!  

Here’s what’s happening each week: 

Tuesday 

• Parlez vous Francois?  

Wednesday 

• Coffee Break – 10:00am 

• Women’s Group (1st Sunday of the month) – 2:00pm at the Vicarage 

Thursday 

• Knit & Natter – 1:30pm at the Vicarage 

All of our groups are warm, welcoming, and open to newcomers – why  not pop in and give one a try? 

 

Are you ‘arty’?!  

Each season, a small but mighty group of talented artists comes together to 

help decorate the church. From stunning floral displays and inspiring art 

installations to community projects, posters, and websites, it’s the creativity 

and dedication of our volunteers that creates those memorable ‘wow’ 

moments for everyone who visits. 

Could you be one of those people? Are you looking for a new space to explore 

and share your creative gifts? 

We’d love to hear from you—get in touch and join the team! 
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  Christmas Fayre Saturdy 28th November 1-5pm 

Goodness, it does feel early, but we've been joyfully preparing for 

Christmas over the past few months – and we're excited to share what’s 

coming up!  One of the highlights will be our Christmas Fayre, held in 

partnership with Altrincham Primary School. It promises to be a festive 

afternoon filled with fun, music, and community spirit. 

Last year we had a footfall of just over 700 people – so if you or someone 

you know would like to book a stall or provide musical entertainment, 

we’d love to hear from you! Please get in touch with Rev. Claire or email 

altrinchampta@gmail.com. 

 

We’re also on the lookout for raffle prizes! If you run a local business, 

or simply have something you’d be happy to donate, however large or 

small, we’d be incredibly grateful. Vouchers, experiences, hampers, 

meals, treats and gifts all make wonderful prizes and help us put 

together a raffle with something for everyone. 

There’ll be lots more Christmas news to come over the next few 

months, but for now, get the date in your diary, spread the word, and 

help us make this year’s Christmas Fayre another brilliant celebration 

of our school, church and wider Altrincham community. 

 

mailto:altrinchampta@gmail.com
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                   Reflection on the Season: The gift of ordinary routines 

 

It's funny how, despite no longer being at school (or working in one) September still shapes my year. 

After a childhood measured by school terms, followed by many years as a teacher, I’m beginning to 

wonder if those rhythms never really leave you. 

In many ways, September feels more like a New Year than January. It's the season when bags are 

packed once again, alarm clocks are dusted off, diaries begin to fill, and familiar routines quickly return. 

For a few days everything feels fresh and full of possibility. Then, almost before we notice, life settles 

back into the ordinary. 

But I wonder whether that's actually something to be thankful for. 

After the long (and, this year, particularly hot) summer, perhaps it's the return of the ordinary that many 

of us find reassuring. Familiar faces. Regular routines. The comforting rhythm of everyday life. 

We often celebrate the extraordinary moments in life  -  the holidays, the milestones, the big 

achievements - but most of life isn't lived there. It's lived in the everyday: making the tea, walking the 

dog, catching the train, chatting to a neighbour, turning up week after week for family, friends and 

community. 

The Bible reminds us that faith is often shaped in those ordinary moments too. Love, kindness, patience 

and generosity are rarely built overnight. More often, they grow through countless small choices made 

day after day. There is something deeply hopeful about that. We don't need every day to be remarkable 

for our lives to be meaningful. 

As another season begins, perhaps routine is less something to endure and more something to 

embrace. Within its familiar rhythms are opportunities to notice God at work in the ordinary: in 

conversations over coffee, moments of quiet prayer, acts of service, shared laughter and simple acts of 

kindness. 

So, as September unfolds, may we not rush past the everyday in search of something bigger. Instead, 

may we discover that God's presence is often found in the faithful rhythm of ordinary life, quietly shaping 

us into the people he calls us to be. 

Sometimes the most extraordinary thing we can do is simply keep showing up – with open hearts, willing 

hands, and the expectation that even the most ordinary day can become holy. 
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Joyce Hill  is an Emeritus Professor of Leeds University. She is a Christian who specialises in Anglo-Saxon 
Benedictine Reform and its impact on ecclesiastical and cultural life, and regularly delivers lectures. 

   

The Feast of St Michael and All Angels (September 29) has been celebrated by the English church since Anglo-Saxon 

times, but the common name for it — Michaelmas (St Michael’s Mass) — is not found in written records until the 

thirteenth century. In addition to being an ecclesiastical feast day, it was one of the Quarter Days, on which rents were 

paid, tenancies and leases were begun or ended, and certain other contracts were entered into. The other Quarter 

Days are Lady Day (25 March, called Lady Day because it is the Feast of the Annunciation), the Feast of John the 

Baptist (24 June, Midsummer Day), and Christmas Day. This tradition of financial and legal Quarter Days continued in 

some areas of activity until quite recent times and, for all I know, may still continue in some of the nooks and crannies 

of English life. Scotland has Quarter Days too, but on different dates. 

In the western church the veneration of Michael began in the 490s, when he is said to have appeared in a 

vision on Monte Gargano on the Adriatic coast of southern Italy. According to one version of the legend, a wealthy 

man called Garganus had a wilful bull which deserted the herd of cattle and was tracked down to the mouth of a cave 

on the mountain. Garganus tried to shoot it, but an extraordinary gust of wind turned the arrow back and killed him 

instead of the bull. The local people, on the advice of their bishop, prayed for understanding of what had happened. 

Three days later the Archangel Michael appeared and explained that he had chosen the cave as his special place and 

did not want to have it violated. The local people thereupon honoured the place, and Michael subsequently helped 

them in battle against neighbouring heathens who, following their defeat, converted to Christianity. An alternative 

legend describes how Michael appeared to some shepherds in the cave and left them his red cloak. Monte Gargano 

became a pilgrimage site, and the cult quickly spread. Two of the most notable sites in our part of the world are Mont-

Saint-Michel off the cost of Normandy, supposedly founded by St Aubert in the eighth century to house part of St 

Michael’s cloak, which he had brought from Italy, and St Michael’s Mount in Cornwall, about which traditions are 

rather more vague! The strongest mental image we probably have is of Epstein’s sculpture of Michael killing the 

dragon, which is on the side of the modern Coventry Cathedral. This, like its predecessor, which was destroyed by a 

bomb in 1940, is dedicated to St Michael.  

Michael is referred to in Daniel 12 v. 1, Jude v. 9, and Revelations 12 v.7-9. His name probably means ‘like unto 

God’. When Cranmer created the Church of England’s Book of Common Prayer in the sixteenth century, he eliminated 

many of the Catholic feast-days, but he retained the one for Michael, perhaps because he is a biblical figure, and 

perhaps also because, as a Quarter Day, Michaelmas was too deeply embedded in English culture to be left out. The 

other three Quarter Days automatically had their place in the BCP calendar because they met Cranmer’s criteria of 

being feast-days commemorating New Testament figures and events. The addition The name of the feast-day became 

‘St Miachael and all Angels’ in 1969 when the Pope extended the commemoration to include Archangels Raphael and 

Gabriel, and angels more generally. Raphael and Gabriel had each previously had their own feast-days in the Roman 

calendar. 
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