

6th  September 2026                 St. James the Less	            Trinity  14
[bookmark: _Hlk180797981]                    SUNDAY
[bookmark: _Hlk215444972]Readings   Romans 138 to end, Matthew 1815-20
  8am HOLY COMMUNION [BCP] Rev Mark, 
11am MORNING WORSHIP [CW]   Sheena
6:30pm  EVENSONG [BCP]    Rev Mark  
Readings  Ezekiel 1221-1316, Mark 724-30


Confidence in Prayer

We all pray – sometimes at a regular time each day, sometimes on the spur of the moment; sometimes an arrow prayer as something comes into our mind, or a more extended time of prayer because of a major concern.  But – how much faith do we have that our prayers will make a difference?
My Bible readings last week [New Daylight from BRF] were from the book of the prophet Amos, commented on by Clare Hayns.  Twice in ch. 7 God says to Amos in a vision that He is going to destroy Israel and twice [vv. 2&5] Amos cries out to God and pleads with Him to forgive the people and not carry out these punishments.
Both times Amos’ prayers are answered -  God relented, turned from His plans and said, “I won’t do it.” [vv. 3&6]
Clare comments  “This is a wonderful example of the dynamic relationship at the heart of God and humanity, where God’s actions are changed because of a human prayer. The future of the people was different because of Amos’ pleas.  Can our prayers make a difference? I think so.”  And so do I, but if you need a bit more convincing or would like to know a bit more about how to pray, why not go along to The Prayer Course, starting on 16th Sept. It’s led by Mark but held in St. Barnabas with a choice of early afternoon or evening meetings.  All are welcome [and there’s probably cake on offer!]
WEDNESDAY (9th)

10:30am   HOLY COMMUNION    Rev Mark
Readings   1Corinthians 725-31, Luke 620-26


Services next week
     Sun 13th    11:00am  Holy Communion    
                    
    Weds 16th  10:30am Holy Communion

Looking Ahead

BEAT’N’BEANS  Sat. 12th Sept  10:30am entertainment 
                                            by The Yardarm Orchestra 

THE PRAYER COURSE on Weds 16th Sept.                        at                    in St. Barnabas at 1:00pm and 7:30pm 


HARVEST FESTIVAL  Sun. 27th Sept.  at  11am 




     THOUGHTS on PRAYER and PRAYING
                     
            When you fall to your knees 
                 and ask God for help –
    don’t forget to fall back to your knees 
      and say Thank You when He answers.

Lord, I’m grateful
for the prayers
You answered
clearly, and for 
the answers You 
shaped slowly in 
Your wisdom. 

                                                                     Please pray for Derek Cotgrove, Guy Negus,  Derek & Pam Johnson,  Sue Burton, Tessa Yates, Carol Atkins and Mark Banham.
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