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  Welcome to the October edition. A larger edition this month as all the       
village groups and organisations resume after the summer break. 

 I hope that many of you will  support the Christmas fair on the                  
29th November at 12:00. This is always a lovely afternoon with a wide range 
of ,mainly, homemade products. Great for Christmas presents. 

Thank you  to Colton History society for the front cover image this month. 
It is a photograph of Bellamour Hall that used to stand on the left hand 
side of the Rugeley road as you enter Colton village. Built by the Aston 
family in the 18th century and    demolished in the early 20th. Century                                  

Best wishes        Fiona 
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COLTON OVER 65'S 
 
Colton Old People's Welfare Committee are hosting the annual Christmas 
Lunch for residents over 65 on Sunday December 6th this year. 
 
If you are new to Colton Parish, or are over 65 and not on our list please let 
one of us know so we can send out invitations. ( partners are invited too if 
resident in the parish ) 
 
Invitations will be sent out in November, and once we have responses we 
will know how many to cater for. 
 
Manda  07976  975 960 
Yvonne 01889 586 689   rypd.wilson@btinternet.com 

mailto:rypd.wilson@btinternet.com
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HARVEST CORN PLAITING IN COLTON 

The ancient tradition of corn plaiting (similar to corn 
dolly construction) for decoration at Harvest in church 
started in Colton in 1859 and continued up until 
approximately 10 years ago.  

In the early days, a meal and country dancing took 
place in a tent set up in the Barcroft (field over the 
brook bridge) and everyone from the Parish was 

invited. 

Pillars in the church were encircled with leaves and wheat and flowers 
adorned the windows.  Local farmers would cut corn and it would then be 
dried out ready for the ladies to use. 

They would gather in the Old Schoolroom 
which was originally by the New Rectory 
then moved to the Reading Room except 
during the War when the Reading Room was 
used for soldiers so it was moved to the 
school. 

Latterly the Village Hall was the venue.  Ladies (and gentlemen) cut the corn to 
10 inch lengths and it was then plaited. 

At Harvest time the church was full of local farmers and the Harvest hymns 
were heard loud and clear. 

Sadly this tradition fell into decline because there are no farmers left in the 
Parish who can supply the wheat and barley. 

The photos, taken by Rod Williams shows the beauty of the displays. 
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All the usuals will be on offer including Shirley’s bags. (Shirley would be   
grateful for any   donations for the bags , which please take to her house ,         
1, Martlin Cottages, Martlin Lane  – leave at the back door if no one is home) 

 

The raffle is being co- ordinated by Fiona O’Brien who would welcome           
donations for prizes. She is happy to collect , just drop her an email on  

coltonparishnews@gmail.com, or drop off at Evergreens Hight st. 

mailto:coltonparishnews@
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