
The Church of the Good Shepherd, Brighton

The Seventeenth Sunday
after Trinity

Sunday 27th September 2026

Please pray:
For The Church of Bangladesh
For the Warden for Lay Ministry and Assistant Wardens.
For neighbours in Hove Park Way. 
For Elias, Pauline Grimstone, Veronica Holden, Paul Thompson, Trevor, 
Robin, Rols Ham-Riche, Sarah, Jess, Carole, Roger Grady, AJ, Mr 
Jackson, Peter. 
For the departed: Alexander Thomson, Felicity Felton. 
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Welcome to The Church of the Good Shepherd. This sheet has everything 
you need to follow what is going on. The writing in the red italics gives 
instructions. The text in normal type will be spoken by a priest, reader 
or other member of the congregation. We all join in with the bold type, 
including the hymns. 

Please stand when the bell rings and the altar party enters.

Processional Hymn 
NEH 332

1 	 All hail the power of Jesu’s name;
	 Let angels prostrate fall;
	 Bring forth the royal diadem
	 To crown him Lord of all.

2 	 Crown him, ye morning stars of light,
	 Who fixed this floating ball;
	 Now hail the Strength of Israel’s might,
	 And crown him Lord of all.

3 	 Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race,
	 Ye ransomed of the fall,
	 Hail him who saves you by his grace,
	 And crown him Lord of all.

4	  Hail him, ye heirs of David’s line,
	 Whom David Lord did call;
	 The God incarnate, Man divine,
	 And crown him Lord of all.

5 	 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget
	 The wormwood and the gall,
	 Go spread your trophies at his feet,
	 And crown him Lord of all.

6 	 Let every tribe and every tongue
	 To him their hearts enthral,
	 Lift high the universal song,
	 And crown him Lord of all.

Edward Perronet (1726-92)
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In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

We remain standing as the priest introduces the celebration. We say the 
Prayer of Preparation.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Penitential Rite
The priest invites us to call to mind our sins. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you 
and against our neighbour in thought and word and deed, through 
negligence, through weakness, through our own deliberate fault. We 
are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and grant that 
we may serve you in newness of life to the glory of your name. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.
The Gloria

Glory to God. Glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Glory to God. Glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
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have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

Glory to God. Glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.

Glory to God. Glory to God. Glory to God in the highest.

Mass of St Thomas, Thorne

The Collect
We remain standing for the Collect:
Almighty God, 
you have made us for yourself, 
and our hearts are restless 
until they find their rest in you: 
pour your love into our hearts 
and draw us to yourself, 
and so bring us at last to your heavenly city 
where we shall see you face to face;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.

Amen. 

Please be seated.
The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-end
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel. 

The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The parents have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As I live, says the Lord 
God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all 
lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it 
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is only the person who sins that shall die.
Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: 
Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous 
turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for 
it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when the 
wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what 
is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered and 
turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they 
shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way 
of the Lord is unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your 
ways that are unfair?

Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 
ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; 
otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a 
new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have 
no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and 
live.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

We remain seated for the psalm. The Choir sing the verses, and we are 
encouraged to join in with the Gloria at the end. 

Psalm
Psalm 25:1-8 (Chant: Edwards)
1  	Unto thee, O Lord, will I lift up my soul; my God, I have put my trust in 	
	 thee *
 	 O let me not be confounded, neither let mine enemies triumph over me.
2  	For all they that hope in thee shall not be ashamed *
 	 but such as transgress without a cause shall be put to confusion.
3  	Shew me thy ways, O Lord *
 	 and teach me thy paths.
4  	Lead me forth in thy truth, and learn me *
 	 for thou art the God of my salvation; in thee hath been my hope all the 	
	 day long.
5  Call to remembrance, O Lord, thy tender mercies *
	 and thy loving-kindnesses, which have been ever of old.
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6  	O remember not the sins and offences of my youth *
 	 but according to thy mercy think thou upon me, O Lord, for thy 		
	 goodness.
7  	Gracious and righteous is the Lord *
 	 therefore will he teach sinners in the way.
8  	Them that are meek shall he guide in judgement *
	  and such as are gentle, them shall he learn his way.
	 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;*
	 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 	
	 end. Amen.

Second Reading
Philippians 2:1-13
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians.

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 
and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not 
to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be 
in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
    did not regard equality with God
    as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
    taking the form of a slave,
    being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
    he humbled himself
    and became obedient to the point of death—
    even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
    and gave him the name
    that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus
    every knee should bend,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess
    that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
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presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel
We stand for the Gospel reading.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Those who love me will keep my word, 
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Matthew 21:23-32
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are 
you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?’ Jesus said to 
them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will 
also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John 
come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’ And they argued with one 
another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not 
believe him?” But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; 
for all regard John as a prophet.’ So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not 
know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 
doing these things.

‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 
“Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but 
later he changed his mind and went. The father went to the second and 
said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. Which 
of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into 
the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 
your minds and believe him.
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And the end of the Gospel:
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.
The Sermon

We sit for the sermon.
The Creed

Please stand for the Creed. 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was 
made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  he suffered 
death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken through the  
Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

The Intercessions

If you are able, we remain standing. In the intercessions, we make the 
response:
Lord, in your mercy.

Hear our prayer. 
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At the end of the prayers we say together:
Merciful Father, accept these prayers, 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

The Peace
Please remain standing as the celebrant introduces the Peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

During the Offertory Hymn, the Gifts of Bread and Wine are presented by the 
people. A collection is taken. There is also a Card machine at the back of the 
church. You are welcome to use it at the end of the service if you would like to 
make any donation.

Offertory Hymn
NEH 296

1 	 Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour,
	 First-begotten from the dead,
	 Thou alone, our strong defender,
	 Liftest up thy people’s head.
	 Alleluya,
	 Jesu, true and living Bread!

2 	 Here our humblest homage pay we;
	 Here in loving reverence bow;
	 Here for Faith’s discernment pray we,
	 Lest we fail to know thee now.
	 Alleluya,
	 Thou art here, we ask not how.

3 	 Though the lowliest form doth veil thee
	 As of old in Bethlehem,
	 Here as there thine angels hail thee,
	 Branch and Flower of Jesse’s stem.
	 Alleluya,
	 We in worship join with them.
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4 	 Paschal Lamb, thine Offering, finished
	 Once for all when thou wast slain,
	 In its fullness undiminished
	 Shall for evermore remain,
	 Alleluya,
	 Cleansing souls from every stain.

5 	 Life-imparting heavenly Manna,
	 Stricken Rock with streaming side,
	 Heaven and earth with loud hosanna
	 Worship thee, the Lamb who died,
	 Alleluya,
	 Risen, ascended, glorified!

G. H. Bourne (1840-1925)

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

We remain standing. The Invitation to Prayer is said:
Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be  
acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise 
and glory of his name, for our good, and the good of all his holy 
Church. 

The priest then prays the Prayer over the Gifts to which we respond: 
Amen. 

The Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

The priest praises God for his mighty acts, and we sing the Sanctus and  
Benedictus:

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, 
God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.
 

Mass of St Thomas, Thorne

The priest prays the prayer of consecration, and this acclamation is said:
Great is the mystery of faith:

Christ has died,
Christ is risen, 
Christ will come again. 

The Prayer continues, leading into the doxology, which ends
 ... for ever and ever.

Amen.

The priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer:
Our Father, who art in heaven 
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen.

Breaking of Bread
The priest breaks the consecrated host:

We break this bread, to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one 
bread. 

We sit or kneel, and sing the Agnus Dei:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
grant us peace. 

Mass of St Thomas, Thorne
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Giving of Communion

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to  
receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

If you are baptised in the name of the Trinity, and are used to receiving 
communion, you are very welcome to do so here. Otherwise, you may like 
to come forward for a blessing. Please bring this sheet with you to indicate 
that you would like a blessing. 
Please do not intinct. If you are unwell, please help us to keep those who 
are immunocompromised safe by refraining from taking the chalice. It is 
perfectly valid to receive the bread only. 

Choir
Teach me, O Lord, Thomas Attwood

Communion Hymn
NEH 386 (t 385)

1 	 O Jesu, King most wonderful,
	 Thou Conqueror renowned,
	 Thou sweetness most ineffable,
	 In whom all joys are found!

2 	 When once thou visitest the heart,
	 Then truth begins to shine;
	 Then earthly vanities depart;
	 Then kindles love divine.

3 	 O Jesu, Light of all below,
	 Thou Fount of life and fire,
	 Surpassing all the joys we know,
	 And all we can desire:

4 	 May every heart confess thy name,
	 And ever thee adore;
	 And, seeking thee, itself inflame
	 To seek thee more and more.

5 	 Thee may our tongues for ever bless,
	 Thee may we love alone;
	 And ever in our lives express
	 The image of thine own.

Tr. Edward Caswall (1814-78)
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Post Communion 
We stand as the priest prays:
Lord, we pray that your grace 
may always precede and follow us, 
and make us continually to be given 
to all good works; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

We pray together:
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit
to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.

The Notices
Please sit for the notices. 

The Blessing
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.

The priest asks God’s blessing on us:
...and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. 

Amen.
Go in the peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God. 

Recessional Hymn
NEH 335

1 	 All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine, 
	 Didst yield the glory that of right was thine, 
	 That in our darkened hearts thy grace might shine:
	 Alleluya!
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2	 Thou cam’st to us in lowliness of thought;
	 By thee the outcast and the poor were sought,
	 And by thy death was God’s salvation wrought:
	 Alleluya!

3	 Let this mind be in us which was in thee,
	 Who wast a servant that we might be free,
	 Humbling thyself to death on Calvary:
	 Alleluya!

4	 Wherefore, by God’s eternal purpose, thou
	 Art high exalted o’er all creatures now,
	 And giv’n the name to which all knees shall bow;
	 Alleluya!

5	 Let ev’ry tongue confess with one accord
	 In heav’n and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord;
	 And God the Father be by all adored:
	 Alleluya!

F. Bland Tucher (1895-1984)

Organ Voluntary
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THIS WEEK

Monday 28th September

10.15am (Zoom opens 
9.45am)

Bible Study

Tuesday 29th September
St Michael and All Angels

1.15pm
2pm - 4pm

The Eucharist
Tea at The Good Shepherd

Thursday 1st October
St Thérèse of Lisieux

10.30am
7pm - 8.30pm

The Eucharist
Bell Ringing

Saturday 3rd October

6.30pm Harvest Supper

Sunday 4th

Harvest Festival

8.00am
10.15am
11.30am

The Eucharist
Parish Eucharist
Sunday Snippets
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Vicar: The Reverend Alice Smith
Tel: 01273 532000 Email: vicar@goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk

Assistant Priest: The Reverend Mathew Philip 
Tel: 07756 005331 Email: m.philip@goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk

Reader: Michael Miller
Tel: 07768 084001 Email: reader@goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk

Director of Music: Derek Froud
Tel: 01273 681007 Email: derekrbs@aol.com

Safeguarding Officer: Tessa Pacey
Tel. 01273 532000; Email: safeguarding@goodshepherdbrighton.org.uk

NOTICES

This evening at 6pm there will be a Taizé Service - it’s a great chance for 
some quiet and contemplative prayer. 

Please do donate generously to the Motor Neurone Disease Association 
after our Parish Eucharist today. They are one of our chosen charities for 
this year. 

Today is the last day to buy tickets for the Harvest Supper. They are £10 
a ticket and include shepherd’s pie and dessert. The evening begins at 
6.30pm on Saturday 3rd October. 

Next Sunday is Harvest Festival. Please make sure that you take a look 
at the list at the back of church (on the What’s On board) to see what items 
the food bank need. Please no pasta!

Also next Sunday we will be launching our new Children and Families 
Strategy! Sunday Snippets will be dedicated to it, and there are copies of 
the strategy available now for you to take home. 

On Sunday 16th October at 4pm we will be hosting another memorial 
service for Baby Loss Awareness Week. 

Our next Choral Evensong is at 6pm on Sunday 25th October. 

We are hoping to launch a Toddler Group in the next couple of months, 
so are looking for donations of particular toys to help us get started. You 
can see a full list of what we’re looking for on the poster at the back of 
church, along with details of how you can donate. 


