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Fr Christopher Giles is on sabbatical until mid-October 2026.
Until then, for parish related enquiries, contact your local Churchwarden.
Other enquiries may be directed to a member of the Ministry Team.

See inside front cover for contact details.




MINISTRY TEAM

Father Chris Giles 01440 762901
(after mid-October)

Jill Davis 01440 713137
Ruth Hopper 01440 783125
Peter Smith 01440 783278
Mary Upton 01440 706237

Benefice Safeguarding
Officers; Ruth Hopper 07902 859169
and Naomi Shelmerdine

Benefice e-mail: stourheadbenefice@gmail.com
Fr Chris’s day off is Friday.
In an emergency contact one of the Ministry Team

Churchwardens

Barnardiston Great Thurlow

Les Jobson 01440 786568 George Vestey 01440 783240
Little Bradley Little Thurlow

Mirjam Gault 01440 783756 Robin Vestey 01440 783217
Colin Clifton-Brown 01440 783261 Edward Perrott 07775 731805
Great Bradley Great Wratting

Sue Ireland 01440 783595 Simon Corbett 01440 783698
Keith Willington 01440 783607 Ben Stanton 01440 783103
Kedington Little Wratting

Jill Davis 01440 713137 Naomi Shelmerdine 01440 705786
Marion Farrant 07833 431184 Denise Plant 07764 582925

Editor: Sue Davison — 01440 705829 — suzannedavison747@yahoo.co.uk
Deadline for next issue (December/January) 15 November 2026

The Stourhead Benefice is grateful to Barnardiston School for printing the
Benefice News.

Cover photograph Buddy in Scotland taken by Fr Chris Giles
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An interview with Fr Chris Giles

As Fr Chris is on sabbatical, there is no article from him in this edition. However,
here is an interview with Fr Chris by Beatrice Kendrick who is a Media and
English Language Student at the University of Liverpool.

Recently | interviewed Father Chris about his life as a priest for Kedington and
the surrounding villages. As we spoke, | felt as if | got a real understanding of
what led Father Chris down this path, the passion he has for our communities
and the commitment to the role. In this short interview it covers a range of topics
from a typical day in the life, some of the hidden spots in the different villages
and most importantly Father Chris’ favourite thing to eat at the church coffee
mornings!

What is a typical day in your life?

“I don’t think there is a typical day,” he laughs. “You can start the day thinking
you've got nothing planned until the afternoon, and then the phone starts
ringing, someone needs visiting, or something comes up.”

However, there are some routines that help provide structure. Father Chris often
begins at around seven or half past seven with a walk with the dogs, followed by
opening the local church and looking after the chickens.

“I try to be in my clericals by nine,” he explains. “Otherwise, you’ll get a surprise
when there is a knock at the door. Even if I've been working in my study for an
hour in my pyjamas, it looks like I've only just got up!”

The morning dog walk is about more than simply getting some exercise.

“That’s often my first time of prayer during the day,” he says. “It gives me time to
think and pray before everything else begins.”

The rest of the week can vary enormously. As well as Father Chris’s
responsibilities across eight churches, he is also involved with local schools as a
governor and wellbeing liaison. There is also administration to complete,
churchyards to manage, services to prepare and, of course, unexpected visits
and phone calls.

“I'm probably at my best early in the morning,” he says. “| like to get on with
things and focus, but ministry doesn’t always work like that. You can have a plan
for the day, but it rarely works out exactly as you expect.”

What prompted your job change later in life?

Before entering the ministry Father Chris worked in site management and
construction, but over time he felt himself being drawn in another direction.



When asked what prompted the change, his answer is simple: “God.”
However, the journey towards ordination was a gradual one.

A particularly important experience came when his son was seriously ill in
hospital. While spending time with his son, he observed the work of the hospital
chaplains.

“I remember the chaplain opening the door, looking around the ward, and then
leaving,” he recalls. “I| wanted to speak to him, but he had gone. Maybe he was
busy or tired, but it happened a number of times.” That experience stayed with
him.

Later, when he became a volunteer chaplain at the Southend University Hospital,
he made a point of being available to everyone.

“I would go by every bed. | would smile at people and see if they wanted to
engage with me. | carried newspapers and other things with me so that there
was always an opportunity for conversation. It was about being available without
being intrusive.”

This experience eventually led him towards ordination. At the same time, he had
also spent time helping within outreach work with homeless communities in
London and Essex.

Gradually, he began reducing his hours in construction to spend more time
helping others.

“It felt like | was being gently taken away from the career | was doing,” he
explains.

Eventually, conversations with his vicar and others encouraged him to speak to
the Bishop and begin the process of discernment.

“It was a strange time,” he says. “| wasn'’t particularly focused on exactly where |
wanted to end up. It was more that | felt | was being led there.”

Before long, he had left his career in construction and was studying theology in
Cambridge while preparing for ministry. For a total of eight years, Fr Chris went
from being volunteer chaplain at the hospital to being employed by them
alongside his ministry in Thorpe Bay Southend on Sea.

What skills have been transferable from one job to another?

Although construction and ministry may seem like completely different careers,
many of the skills he developed in his previous work have proved surprisingly
useful.

“The discernment process is partly about looking at your life experience and
thinking about what you can bring into ministry,” he explains.

His experience as a father, his hospital work and the outreach with homeless
communities have all helped shape the way he approaches his role.



There are also some more practical benefits.

“I can pick up some maintenance work around the churches,” he says. “And,
sadly, everything comes down to money sometimes, so being able to do some
things ourselves can save the church money.”

His experience in management and leading teams has also transferred directly
into working with churchwardens, PCC members and the wider ministry team.

“There are definitely transferable skills,” he says.
What is your favourite thing about Kedington?

Having previously lived and worked in busier and more deprived areas, including
Basildon and Southend, one of the things he appreciates most about life in
Kedington and the surrounding villages is the tranquillity.

“The peace of the village is something really special,” he says.

“In previous places there was always traffic, noise or aeroplanes. Here, | can
stop and listen to nature.”

Despite Kedington having a population of more than 2,000 people, he feels it still
has the peaceful atmosphere of a much smaller village.

“It's lovely that there are events which bring people together, but you can still
walk around and experience that sense of peace.”

For him, stillness has become something particularly important.

“Even when life is busy and your mind is spinning, sometimes you just need to
stop and listen. Stillness is a gift.”

What are the favourite secret spots to go to in the villages surrounding
us?

When asked if there were any secret spots in the area that people might not
know about, he was happy to share one of his favourites — although he jokes
that there may now be a queue of people wanting to visit.

In Kedington's new churchyard, along the line of trees near the old wall
separating the two churchyards, there is a quiet spot that he and Laura, his wife,
have cleared.

“It's a beautiful place to watch the sunset,” he says.

The churchyard is surrounded by trees, and the spot offers a peaceful view
across the fields.

“We'll often just go there and watch the sunset.”

Another favourite location is near Great Bradley Church, where the views across
the surrounding countryside provide another peaceful place to sit with a coffee,
read a book or think about the week's sermon.

And, unsurprisingly for someone who values peace and stillness, anywhere near
flowing water is also a favourite.

“There’s something about just sitting and watching the river flow,” he says.



What is your favourite thing to eat at the Kedington village church coffee
mornings?

The church holds a coffee morning on Tuesdays and it has become an important
part of community life. When asked what his favourite thing on the menu is, he
immediately chooses the savoury option.

“The bacon and cheese wraps,” he says. “Although | do enjoy a good-quality
coffee as well!”

However, the café is about far more than food and drink. “It brings some revenue
into the church, which is important,” he explains, “but better than that, it gives
people a place to come.” Regulars visit every week, while new people also
continue to discover the café.

For him, one of the greatest joys is simply meeting people and being available to
them.

“It gives people the opportunity to come and talk,” he says. “Sometimes people
want help, sometimes they want to arrange a baptism, a wedding or a funeral,
and sometimes they simply want someone to talk to.”

In many ways, the coffee morning has become an informal office — but a much
more relaxed one.

“It means people can approach me naturally,” he explains. “They can sit down,
have a coffee and, if they need to, come and speak to me privately.”

And perhaps that reflects the wider approach he takes to his ministry: being
present, being available and making space for people — whether that is in a
hospital ward, a church, a village café or simply a quiet spot watching the
sunset.

Buddy is also on sabbatical this month.
Here he is enjoying the beach in Scotland
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Tank Replacement Specialists
Plastic & Steel Tanks
Base Construction
Tank Removal/ Disposal Service
Oil Boiler Servicing & Breakdowns
Heating Oil Supplier
DBS (CRB) Checked & Fully Insured

01440 820267

info@suffolkoilsolutions.co.uk
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We Sell HEATING
OIL email us for
competitive daily
price
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Where reputation matters




BARNARDISTON HALL
PREPARATORY SCHOOL

NOW WITH DAILY TRANSPORT LINKS TO AND FROM
CAMBRIDGE, NEWMARKET AND BURY ST EDMUNDS

A Day and Boarding School for girls and boys from 6 months to 13 years.

.
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KIND HEARTS ENQUIRING MINDS

Barnardiston Hall offers parents an affordable, private education with
small class sizes, an extensive extra-curricular programme and an
outstanding record of children getting into their first-choice senior
schools at age 13, many with scholarships. Why not come and see
what we can offer your child on a no-obligation visit. We would be
delighted to show you around and we are sure you will be impressed
with what we have to offer!

‘Children are very secure, socially and emotionally, because of the high
levels of support for their personal development....they show they feel
extremely happy and safe’

‘A clear and ambitious vision is demonstrated and shared by all staff who
provide high standards of provision and care in an extremely positive
environment’ IS Inspection

Barnardiston Hall - *‘Making the Difference’

Tel: 01440 786316 www.barnardiston-hall.co.uk




A Cardboard Cathedral

As many of you will know I completed a 3-week whirlwind tour of New
Zealand in May. Three weeks was not long enough, and I plan on
saving my pennies and going back to see places that we missed and
those where we did not have enough time to see ‘everything’.

There were many highlights, favourite places. The scenery was breath-
taking. The one thing that I did not enjoy were the sand flies, who
seemed to find myself and Sian particularly tasty. I did not try zip wires,
bungee jumping or white-water rafting.

How many of us followed Artemis II on its journey around the moon? I
saw the Milky Way - spectacular, magnificent, mind-blowing. I have
photos which do not do it justice but just ask if you would like to see
them.

The further south we went the colder it got — which makes sense when
you think the next stop is Antarctica. Ernest Shackleton sailed there
from Christchurch. Christchurch was our last stop and the place we
spent most time — 3 days!

Cathedrals usually stand as enduring monuments to human skill and
inventiveness, and magnificent pointers to the presence of God among
us. Their websites will tell you how they are the oldest, the largest, the
tallest or the most significant of their kind.

Christchurch Cathedral is slightly different. You may remember that the
Cathedral was badly damaged in the Christchurch earthquake in
February 2011 — the neo-Gothic Cathedral was cracked, the tower
collapsed, and the rose window destroyed. No one lost their life in the
Cathedral but 185 people were killed and many more injured.

There is now a ‘temporary’ Cathedral, the Transitional Cathedral. The
plan is, when the old Cathedral is repaired, to give it to the community.
It is also known as the Cardboard Cathedral because it is the world’s
only cathedral made substantially of cardboard.

Taking two years to build it was one of the first new buildings to be
completed after the quake. It has a polished concrete floor, metal
shipping containers at the base of the walls and then waves of
cardboard tubes under a polycarbonate roof.



The roof is slightly asymmetrical, higher and narrower at the front
drawing your eye from the back to the cross above the altar, which is
also made from cardboard tubes as are the choir stalls, the pulpit and
some of the other furniture. Looking to the back you see a wonderful,
stained glass mosaic (it was originally going to be polycarbonate) made
up of enlarged transfers from the original window. It is a spectacular
multifunctional space used by the congregation and the local
community. Full of light, a sense of peace (when we were there), a
sense of Presence.

We bemoan the condition of some of our churches. What would we do
if they were made unusable by an ‘Act of God™?

The Cardboard Cathedral may not be the oldest, the largest or the
tallest but T would argue that it is most significant, the only one of its
kind. If you are passing through, I highly recommend a visit.

As a visitor I was given a bookmark with this prayer. As we seek to
become more ‘earth friendly’ in our buildings and churchyards, maybe it
is something we could adapt to give to visitors in our churches.

A prayer for visitors

God of my journey, of tourist and pilgrim.

Thank you for bringing me to this Transitional Cathedral.

May its beauty, light and peace remind me of you.

As its cardboard pillars soar above, may my prayers reach heavenward.

As its earth-friendly materials are light upon the earth, may my footprint
be also.

All this I ask in the name of Jesus Christ, whose love is forever.

Amen

Ruth Hopper
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Guided Walks of between 5 and 7 miles in the beautiful countryside of
West Suffolk and the Upper Stour Valley.
Last Sunday of every month (except July and August). 10:00am from local
starting points, pubs etc.
£5 per walker of which £2 is donated to the
Bury St Edmunds branch of The Samaritans.
Dogs on leads welcome.
07840 924496



New Guides by local journalist

You may have noticed some new guides appearing in our churches. These are
being prepared by Marion Welham. Here is a short biography from Marion.

Born and brought up in Suffolk, journalism has been my lifelong career.

| began as a trainee with the National Council for the Training of Journalists at
Harlow College, sponsored by Eastern Counties Newspapers, now Newsquest,
where | learned key skills in media law, local government, news writing and
shorthand. It later gave me the basis to specialise in maritime journalism, first at
Seatrade Magazine, now part of Informa, then at Lloyd’s List newspaper, where |
became deputy features editor. My work took me on major overseas writing
assignments from Iceland to Brazil over a period of 20 years.

Wanting to branch out into other subjects, | launched myself into a freelance
career, contributing to the Sunday Times and Saturday Telegraph supplements as
well as the Guardian and a range of national magazines such as Country Living,
Homes & Antiques, and the RHS Garden magazine.

Brought up by keen gardeners in mid Suffolk, | was keen to develop this subject
and completed an advanced Royal Horticultural Society course. | secured a one-
year contract with Sky for a weekly gardening column on a pilot website for over
50s and gardening remains a favourite pastime whenever | have free time.

As a key writer for a major East of England tourism campaign, | began to see the
potential of bringing the general public into our remarkable medieval churches. |
was awarded a contract for the post of Support Officer for English Heritage (now
Historic England). This gave me the opportunity to secure Heritage Lottery funding
for a churches tourism project | had created called Angels & Pinnacles. It was
launched in March 2012 by the Diocese of St Edmundsbury & Ipswich as ‘a new
way of discovering the heritage on your doorstep’ and open to all churches willing
to remain unlocked to welcome visitors of all faiths or none. It also provided
funding for volunteers to learn how to interpret the heritage of their church
buildings without overwhelming visitors with too much information.

The following year | was invited to write a monthly column in the EADT called
Selig Suffolk which continued for three years. My ongoing freelance work also
included copywriting for the Diocese of Norwich and helping churches secure
Heritage Lottery funding for their projects, as well as regular contributions to Great
British Life and Suffolk Norfolk Life magazines.



| have attended media design courses in Adobe professional creative software
which, along with my journalism sKkills, enables me to offer affordable publicity
and learning materials from start to finish. This has included material for Ipswich
Choral Foundation and a lively children’s activity pack for the Stowmarket bells
project.

Six-page easy guides with floor plans started with Needham Market ‘Medieval
Masterpiece’ project and Southwold. More recently I've worked on guides for
churches in the Stourhead Benefice which has been a joy as well as an honour
and a privilege.

marionwelham.co.uk

Marion has completed the A3 guides for Great
Bradley, Little Thurlow and Great Thurlow.
Kedington's guide is in production.

If any of the other churches would like a similar
guide, contact Marion for more details.

All Saints and All Souls Service
Remembering our faithful departed

Sunday 1 November 2026
4pm at St Peter and St Paul’s Church Kedington

Aa qm’et and ng(ective service to remember and give thanks

fm’ those we have loved and lost.

'nyou WOH(C[(I’EQ tﬁe name ofa (0\’66[01‘16 wﬁo is no (onger Mfﬁ us

to be read out at the service,

}Jﬂzase contact Fr Chris giﬂzs 01440 762901 Stouv’ﬁeaJEeneﬂce@gmaifcom




PEASGOOD & SKEATES >

THE FAMILY FUNERAL SERVICE
EST 1847

A personal, caring service from a
local independent business, 24 hours day

12-14 QUEEN STREET
HAVERHILL
01440 840140

enquiries@peasgoodandskeates.co.uk
www.peasgoodandskeates.co.uk

also at
Saffron Walden,
Duxford,
Cambridge

www.peasgoodandskeates.co.uk

If you wish advertise in this
publication, in the first instance
contact the Benefice Treasurer for
current fees

stourheadtreasurer@gmail.com
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Friday 9 October 2026

Kedington Royal British Legion Hall

Doors open 7pm
Eyes down 7.30pm

£10 per person for six games plus flyer
Cash prizes * Owver 18’s only

Bring your own drinks and nibbles.
Tea and coffee available.
There will also be a raffle.

To book contact Marion
07833 431184

All proceeds to St Peter and St Paul’s Church
Kedington



; 01223 832 928
ROthwell = www.Rothwells.biz

Carpet Cleaning

Carpet Cleaning

Stone Floor, Upholstery & Rug Cleaning.

A few points that make us stand out from the others,
Rothwell’s has been in business since 1993.
We're an honest local family firm.

Our large truck mounted machines mean more cleaning
& drying power for the best results possible.
Members of both the NCCA and TACCA.

We will move the furniture for a thorough clean.
100% satisfaction or it's FREE.

Call Oliver and Max Campbell for expert help today.

Rothwell’s, Malting End, Kirtling, Newmarket, CB8 9HH

All advertisements published in this magazine are accepted
in good faith.

The Stourhead Benefice does not endorse or guarantee the
products or services advertised in this publication.

KEDINGTON
BUTCHERS
TOP QUALITY MEATS If you use any of these
. services, mention that
All BBQ goodsavailable you saw the advert in
Free home deliveryg : the Stourhead Benefice
News.
Orders taken
01440 703119




Christmas Bazaar

Saturday 21 November 2026 from 2pm

Kedington Community Centre, Arms Lane

All proceeds will go to St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Kedington
For more information: Lol Farr 704179
Jill Davis 713137

Donations of bottles, books, toys, games, preserves, nearly new items and raffle
prizes may be left in the church. Donations of cakes can be brought to the
Community Centre after 12noon on 21 November.

Christmas
Hamper Raffle

Home-made
Cakes and
Preserves

Books, Toys and
Games

“White Elephant”
and “Pre-loved”

Games for all ages
including
Treasure Hunt,
Guess the Weight
of the Cake, Gin
Slide and more

Seasonal
refreshments

w.ee. @and
plenty of
Christmas
Cheer!

Please note —
cash payments
preferred.
Thank you



Haverhill & District
YOUTH
FOR CHRIST

proudly presenty on evening wiki ...

Saturday 17t" October 2026
6.30pm

Castle Manor Academy
Eastern Ave, Haverhill, CB9 9JE

Suggested £5 donation per person

Bring your own drinks (NO alcohol)
Snacks provided

Short AGM for HDYFC in the interval

Raffle for charities supported by Linton Jazz <&

Parking on site

Everyone welco;j 1!




Poppies Galore!

Back in 2018 we commemorated
the end of the First World War in
many and varied ways. The
Kedington Churchwarden at the
time, Beryl Bracken was one of
the people who mobilised dozens
of knitters to knit poppies. We had
hundreds of poppies.

One Saturday morning in early
November a team of people
gathered in the church to attach
the poppies to a piece of netting.
This was then hung on the outside
of the church for Remembrance.

The same year, our local
uniformed groups had made all
sorts of poppies which were hung
around the church both inside and
out.




Over the next few years, the
knitted poppies were hung up in
time for Remembrance. But as
time went on, they didn’t fare so
well outside, so we cut the netting
into smaller pieces and hung the
poppies inside the church.

Jill Davis

In 2025, it was clear that
something needed to be done to
present the poppies in a better
format. So, they were removed
from the netting.

A piece of linen fabric was
purchased by Daphne Smith in
memory of her late husband,
Barry. Local seamstress, Tracy
Duke, hemmed the fabric and
made ties to attach it safely to the
church fittings.

Since the beginning of August, a
team of needleworkers have been
sewing the poppies on to the
fabric, ready to hang them in
Kedington Church for the
Remembrance Service on 8
November 2026.

Thank you to Daphne, Tracy and
all the knitters and sewers who
have worked on this project over
the years.



HAVERHILL

Physietherapy
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& Sports Injury Clinic

Back & Neck Pain « Sports Injuries « Whiplash « Arthritis
Muscle & Joint Pain « Headaches » Dizziness
Acupuncture » Shockwave Therapy » Sports Massage - Pilates

o

Anne of Cleves House, Hamlet Road,
Haverhill, Suffolk CB9 8EE

01440 705656

www.lanephysioltd.co.uk

ALSO AT BRAINTREE & HALSTEAD

[ Handyman - Local and Reliable]

07946 679651
Email: mikeraperhandyman@gmail.com

£20 per hour

v’ Gardening

v Odd jobs you have
been putting off

v’ Decorating

v’ Fencing and pergolas
v Lifting and shifting

Contact Mike to discuss
your needs




Events Diary

Date Time | Event and Venue
Sunday 4 12noon | “Bring and Share” Harvest Lunch after Harvest
October Festival Family Service, which is at 11am in St
Peter and St Paul’'s Church, Kedington.
Friday 9 Doors | Kedington Church Bingo.
October Open | See poster page 15.
19.00
Saturday 17 |18.30 |Linton Jazz as part of Haverhill and District Youth
October for Christ AGM at Castle Manor School. See
poster page 18.
Sunday 1 16.00 | All Souls Service at St Peter and St Paul’s
November Kedington. See page 13.
Sunday 21 14.00 | Kedington Christmas Fayre at Kedington
November Community Centre, Arms Lane, Kedington. CB9

7QQ. See poster on page 17.

Weekly Events

Tuesdays 10.00 - | “Dolce Gusto” Coffee Morning at St Peter and St
12noon | Paul’s Church, Kedington

Thursdays 1400 — | Centre Café at Kedington Community Centre,
16.00 | Arms Lane, Kedington. CB9 7QQ




Havtech

Heating engineers and oil tank specialists

« Heating breakdown, installations and servicing
+ Swimming pool maintenance, repairs
and installation
* Landlord gas safety checks
+ General plumbing
+ Oil tank installation
« Boiler installations

* Powerflushing

L, 01440 268677 B4 info@havtech.co.uk
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Gospel Readings during October

4  Harvest John 4 v 31-36

11 Nineteenth after Trinity Matthew 22 v 1 — 14
18 St Luke Luke 10v 1 -9

25 Bible Sunday Matthew 24 v 30 — 35

Gospel Readings during November
1 All Saints Matthew 5v 1 —-12
8 Remembrance To be confirmed

15 Second Sunday
before Advent Matthew 25 v 14 -30

22 Sunday before Advent
Christ the King Matthew 25 v 31 — 46

SWITCHING TO YEAR B
29 First Sunday of Advent Mark 13 v 24 — 37
Gospel Readings during December

6  Second Sunday of Advent Mark 1v1-8

Evening Prayer on Mondays

Monday Evening Prayer is held at St Peter and St Paul's Kedington at 5pm
(except on Bank Holidays).

All are welcome to join this short, intimate service as we pray for the world,
the Church, our communities and ourselves.




Nigel Turner
Monumental Mason

Family run business over 4 generations
New memorials, additional inscriptions,

restorations & repairs

Home visits by appointment

Phone: 07831 271 205
Or: 01440 702 768

Email: nigel.turner’@sky.com

All advertisements published in this magazine are
accepted in good faith.

The Stourhead Benefice does not endorse or guarantee
the products or services advertised in this publication.



H.J. Paintin Ltd

Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons

A personal service during a %
time of bereavement www.hjpaintin.co.uk

A truly traditional family owned
business established over 100 years

Our family care for you with knowledgeable and compassionate
staff who can help at any time.

« 24 Hour Service * Floral Tributes

* Private Chapels of Rest * Catering Arranged

» Estimates & Advice Given * Printed Orders of Service

* Traditional & Bespoke Funerals « Modern or Traditional Vehicles
* Horse Drawn Hearse * Press Notices

* Memorials Supplied & Set

HAVERHILL: 60 Withersfield Road, Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 9HE
01440 703218 S LU

LINTON: 43 High Street, Linton, Cambridge, CB21 4HS website

01223 891226
SAWSTON: 8 Morley’s Place. Sawston, Cambridge, CB22 3TG
01223 830065

Access to the churches in Stourhead Benefice

Great Bradley, Great Thurlow, Kedington, Little Wratting and Little
Thurlow each have a ramp that is put in place when needed.

Great Wratting does not havea ramp but the step into the church is quite
shallow, however the slope to the church gate is steep. Arrangements
could be made for wheelchair usersto park in the Rectory and access

the churchyard through the side gate but this is acrossgrass.

Little Bradley does not have a ramp. Thestep into the church is

4 inches deep.Barnardiston does not have a ramp and the entry into the church
requires stepping over a raised threshold.



Home Communion — Pastoral Care

The Blessed Sacrament is perpetually reserved for the Communion of
the housebound, the sick and dying. Please inform a member of the
Ministry Team of parishioners who are sick or in hospital, and those
who are in need of pastoral care. The Sacrament of Reconciliation by
arrangement.

Baptisms: We welcome into God’s family Eden Mills who was baptised at
All Saints Church Little Bradley on 23 August and Clementine Offer who
was also baptised at All Saints Church Little Bradley on 27 September.

Weddings: Rebecca French and Daniel Bradnam were married on 8
August St Peter and St Paul’s Church Kedington. Rhiannon Beal and
Christopher Wait were married at All Saints Church Great Thurlow also on
8 August 2026. Natalie Boreham and Nicholas Coull were married at St
Peter and St Paul’s Church Kedington on 15 August.

Funerals: Interment of the late Laurence Cullen took place in St Peter
and St Paul’s Churchyard, Kedington on 5 August, after a funeral service
at Clare Priory.

The funeral of the late Fred Gowers took place at St Peter and St Paul’s
Church Kedington on 10 August.

The funeral of the late Jean Watson took place at St Peter and St Paul’s
Church, Kedington on 17 August, followed by interment in churchyard.
The Burial of the Ashes of the late Mrs Margaret Smith took place at St
Mary'’s, Great Bradley on 27 August.

‘May they rest in peace and rise in glory’

Thinking of a christening or a wedding in church? Please take a look at
our Benefice website where there is useful information about both
baptisms and weddings.

Holy Communion
Sharing of the common cup is now permitted. Good hygiene practices are
maintained at Holy Communion. Gluten-free Communion wafers are
available — please ask before the service begins.



SERVICE ROTA

October 2026
Sun4 |10.00 | Little Bradley | Sung Eucharist — Harvest Festival
11.00 | Kedington Family Service — Harvest Festival
Sun 11 | 08.00 | Kedington Said Eucharist — Nineteenth after Trinity
10.00 | Great Thurlow | Sung Eucharist — Nineteenth after
Trinity
Sun 18 | 10.00 | Great Sung Eucharist — St Luke
Wratting
10.00 | Little Thurlow | Family Service — St Luke
Sun 25 | 10.00 | Great Bradley | Sung Eucharist — Bible Sunday
16.00 | Kedington Evensong — Bible Sunday
November 2026
Sun 1 |10.00 | Kedington Sung Eucharist — All Saints
16.00 | Kedington All Souls Service
Sun 8 |08.00 | Kedington Said Eucharist
10.50 | Kedington Remembrance
10.50 | Great Thurlow | Remembrance
Sun 15| 10.00 | Great Sung Eucharist — Second before Advent
Wratting
16.30 | Little Thurlow | Choral Evensong — Second before
Advent
Sun 22 | 10.00 | Great Bradley | Sunday before Advent — Christ the King
16.00 | Kedington Evensong — Christ the King
Sun 29 | 10.00 | Barnardiston | Sung Eucharist — First Sunday of
Advent
TBC | Little Wratting | To be confirmed
December 2026
Sun 6 |10.00 | Little Bradley | Sung Eucharist — Second Sunday of
Advent
10.00 | Kedington Family Service — Christingle

Mid-week Said Eucharist at Kedington on Wednesdays at 10am




