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COSTA DEL SOL EAST, SPAIN

13th September – 15th Sunday after Trinity

Collect
Lord God, defend your Church from all false teaching and give to your people knowledge of your truth, that we may enjoy eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

Old Testament Reading – Genesis 50:15-21
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

This is the word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 103
1Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2Bless the LORD, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits—
3Who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,
4Who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,
5Who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
6The LORD works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.
7He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel.
8The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever.
10He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
12as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us.
13As a father has compassion for his children, so the LORD has compassion for those who fear him.

New Testament Reading— Romans 14:1-12
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s  9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 12So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

This is the word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading— Matthew 18:21-35

[bookmark: _Hlk136856069]Alleluia, alleluia. My sheep hear my voice, says the Lord. 
I know them, and they follow me.

All: Alleluia.


Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

All: Glory to you, O Lord.

21Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Post Communion Prayer
Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall, keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful,
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen





Scriptures for Sunday 20th September 2026 – Trinity 16

Jonah 3:10-4:11, Psalm 145:1-8, Philippians 1:21-30, Matthew 20:1-16




Charity of the Month during September 2026
Venezuela Earthquake Relief Fund – Help the Helpers

Many of you may know that William’s and Lissi’s daughter-in-law, Joliette da Silva is now working as our Church Cleaner. She is from Venezuela, and has thankfully reported that all her family in Caracas are safe and unhurt. Praise the Lord! Members of her family are actively engaged in providing relief to those whose lives have been devastated by the earthquakes. They are receiving funds from family and friends in Europe and the USA, and buying and distributing food, medicine, household goods and even practical aid by building shelters for those who have lost everything.

We will be collecting funds to channel through Joli and her family to “help the helpers,” who have first-hand knowledge of the situation on the ground. In this way we have a direct input into relief efforts, and will be receiving updates on the distribution of goods and services, as well as videos of what is happening. Please contribute to our ‘Charity of the Month’ collections on Sundays, or to our bank account, the details of which you will find on our web-site(www.st-andrewcofe-spain.org), on the dedicated page for the “Venezuela Earthquake Relief Fund – Help the Helpers.” Just mark your contribution “Venezuela.”
4

4
image1.jpeg




