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This has been a year of tragic 
anniversaries.  On 11th 
September we marked 25 years 
since the terrorist attacks on 
multiple sites in the United 
States of America.  This year 
also marks 30 years since the 
horrific Dunblane Massacre, in 
which 16 primary school 
children and one teacher were 
murdered and a further 17 
people were injured, on 13th 
March 1996.   
 
On 21st October 1966 the 
Aberfan disaster took place in 
South Wales. A colliery slag 
heap had been created on top of 
a natural spring.  As rain added 
to the water table, there was a 
build-up of water within the 
heap which caused it to 
collapse, releasing a torrent of 
slurry onto the village. It 
engulfed a number of houses 
and Pantglas Junior School, 
killing 116 children and 28 
adults. It was a disaster that 
shocked the nation. As we 
reflect on it today, we are left 
asking the question, ‘where was 
God when this happened?’   

At the time there was a mixture 
of strong emotions: grief and 
sadness over the loss of those 
who had died, and anger against 
the Coal Board in allowing the 
disaster. However, people gave 
their energy to support each 
another. A local Baptist 
Minister, the Revd Kenneth 
Hayes, lost his eldest son at the 
school; the local news reported 
how he responded to the 
tragedy: ‘For 36 hours he was 
working non-stop either at the 
school, or going around 
comforting bereaved and 
stricken families and kept open 
house for many who came 
seeking news and comfort.’ 
 
On the 50th anniversary, the 
then Prince of Wales, now King 
Charles, summed up the 
community’s response: 
‘darkest sorrow, but also the 
most shining selflessness.’ 
 
How should we respond to such 
an incident? There is never an 
easy response to the question, 
‘where was God?  
Cont’d on page 2 

Where was God? 
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Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or 
famine or nakedness or danger or sword?’ ‘ 
(Romans 8:35). Paul reminds us that even in 
our darkest times of loss, God is with us to 
bring comfort. ‘Christ Jesus who died – more than 

that, who was raised to life – is at the right hand 
of God and is also’ interceding for us.’ (verse 34). 

Paul also tells us that Jesus understands our 
suffering and is praying for us. ‘If God is for us, 
who can be against us?’ (verse 31). We can let go 
of bitterness and blame, because God? is a God of 

justice. 
 
Christ in the Incarnation came to share fully in 
the human experience, including in our pain, 
grief and even an excruciating, unjust death.  
Where was God when these tragedies took 
place? He was there, he gave his life to be the 
‘first fruits of those who died’ – raised from the 
dead so that those innocent souls were also 
raised from the dead to new life in Him.  We 
know that Jesus wept when his friend Lazarus 
died, and he knew that he was going to raise 
him from the dead. We have the comfort that 
Jesus also wept alongside every parent who 
lost their child in Aberfan, in Dunblane and in 
every tragedy we have witness.  
 
‘The Lord is here, his Spirit is with us.’   
 
 

Wednesday Church 
First Wednesday of the Month 

 
Help is needed for Wednesday Church, 
our monthly group for adults with learning 
disabilities and their carers. 
 
We need help with moving some of the 
pews and setting up tables and chairs in 
the narthex, starting at around 9am on the 
day of the meeting. 
 
If you are able to help, please speak to 
Sheila Brown. 
 

Ride and Stride 
 

Well done to Leon, who undertook the 
Ride and Stride this year for St Peters. 
He has raised £465, although a few 
donations are still to come in. 
Well done too to Anita for taking on the 
administration, and all those who manned 
the church on the day. 
The church will see half of this coming 
back later in the year – so thank you to 
everyone for supporting Leon and this 
great scheme. 
 
Prayer for October: 
Father, 
Thank you for your written Word to us in 
the Bible, inspired and interpreted by your 
Holy Spirit.  
Thank you that from beginning to end it 
reveals Jesus, the living Word, sent by you 
to rescue us from the mess of selfishness 
and disobedience.  
May we treasure your revelation to us and 
allow you to guide us by it through the 
confusion and pain of this world, 
confident that your Word is unchanging 
and powerful and trustworthy. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
By Daphne Kitching 
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St Peter’s Church Quiz & Chips 
Dates for 2026-27 

 
2026     

17th October  
21st November 

2027 
16th January  
27th February  

17th April  
15th May  
19th June 

 
Contact quiz@stpeters-didcot.org.uk, or Hugh on 

01235 811465. 
 

Quiz & Chips – New Season 
2026-27 

The new season started on 19th 
September.  The first of the new season 
was won by Grangreen, with the Charity 
RaƯle supporting the Scouts 
fundraising for their trip to the World 
Jamboree.  We raised £355.  It was 
lovely to see the young people speaking 
so confidently about what they were 
doing, and they set a great quiz.  
We welcome everyone who’d like to 
come and play.  There is no age limits, 
nor levels of ability! 
If you’d like to bring a new team, or are 
returning please get in touch with 
quiz@stpeter-didcot.org.uk or speak to 
Hugh. 
A Fish and Chips supper is available, 

Sustainable Didcot have recently launched a Community Fridge with an aim to 
reduce food wastage. Community Fridges redistribute surplus food from 
supermarkets, local food businesses, producers, households and gardens, 
making it freely available to everyone in the community. 
Community fridges are open to all. They're not means tested, so anyone can visit 
to see what food is available to 'save', take home and cook with - just drop in 
during opening hours! 
 
The Community Fridge will be in the Green Hub on Lydalls Road. What3Words: 
tiny. hillsides. strongly. Please keep an eye out on our Facebookpage for more 
details of when the Fridge will be open. 
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Baptisms ‘made one with Christ’ 
  
 
  

Funerals ‘may they rest in peace and rise 
in glory’  
 

 

Calling all local Editors, Publishers, Printers and Distributors the Didcot and District U3A - Autumn update!  
 
Newly retired or semi retired and wishing to remain active in body and soul, then the Didcot and District U3A (motto, 
‘Learn, Laugh, Live !’) could be just what you are looking for ?!  
 
With over 30 Interest Groups that include walking, gardening, learn an instrument or language and many more - see 
details atdidcot.u3asite.uk  
 
Monthly meetings start at 2:30 pm on the Third Tuesday of every  month at the Didcot Civic Hall, new members are 
always warmly welcomed over tea and biscuits (first visit free-pre membership) along with a Guest Speaker, 
forthcoming Speakers include;  
October 20th - Sing with Mandy who oƯers a brief history of folk music ( but beware - you will be invited to sing along!). 
November 17th - Jennifer Cowling talks about ‘The extraordinary things we say’ The talk will ask are you the kind of 
person who happily uses phrases such as “a turn of the screw” or  “a turn up for the book”  “cupboard love” or been 
“taken to the cleaners” in your everyday conversations - a light-hearted look at figures of speech. 
December 15th  - Our Christmas Lunch and Entertainment will be held from 12:00pm to 3:00pm (ticket only event) at 
The Barn, Foxhall Road, Didcot 
 Why not come along and sample for yourself - remember you are never too young to ‘Learn, Laugh, Live! ‘  more 
information available at NEW WEB SITE:  
didcot.u3asite.uk 
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Across 
1  ‘Those who were standing near Paul 
said, “You — to insult God’s high 
priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4) 
3  They were assigned to guard the tree 
of life (Genesis 3:24) (8) 
9  ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of 
Elihu, the — of — , the son of Zuph, an 
Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4) 
10 Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5) 
11 Where American livestock can be 
reared (5) 
12 Listen (anag.) (6) 
14 Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2 
Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5) 
17 He founded Westminster Abbey, — 
the Confessor (6) 
19 Hebrew word for the place of the 
dead (5) 
22 Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC 
(Esther 1:3) (5) 
23 Where John Wesley was forced to 
preach a lot (4,3) 
24 Rebellion against God; 
abandonment of religious belief (8) 
25 Note (anag.) (4) 
 

Down 
1  Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8) 
2  ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you 
have set my heart free’ (Psalm 119:32) (3,2) 
4  ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the 
carved image’ (Judges 18:20) (9,4) 
5  ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ 
(1 Peter 2:9) (5) 
6  The meek, the merciful and the mourners 
are all this (Matthew 5:4–5, 7) (7) 
7  Musical Instrument Digital Interface 
(1,1,1,1) 
8  He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) 
(6) 
13 ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 
19:14) (8) 
15 ‘About three thousand were — — their 
number that day’ (Acts 2:41) (5,2) 
16 In John’s vision, the wall of the new 
Jerusalem was made of this (Revelation 
21:18) (6) 
18 ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we 
eagerly — a Saviour from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) (5) 
20 ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his 
name together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5) 
21 Young Men’s Christian Association 
(1,1,1,1) 
 

NEXT ISSUE 
Wednesday 21 October 2026 is the next magazine deadline. 
Please email the editor with any articles— 
se.scane@gmail.com 
  

Answers to September Crossword 
ACROSS: 1, Labour. 4, Autumn. 7, Stay. 8, 
Darkness. 9, Reasoned. 13, Act. 16, Presbyterians. 
17, Sat. 19, Ridicule. 24, Reproach. 25, Abib. 26, 
Celtic. 27, Intend.  
 
DOWN:1,Lose, 2,Blamerest. 3,Radio. 4,Agree. 
5,Tend. 6,Music. 10, Sober. 11, Noted. 12, Doric. 
13, Available. 14, Test. 15, Apes. 18, As Eve. 20, 
Isaac. 21, Ishvi. 22, Fret. 23, Ebed 
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Church Calendar for October 2026 
SERVICES IN CHURCH THIS MONTH 

Thursday 1 Remigius 
9.30am—Said Mass 
 
Sunday 4 Trinity XVIII 
10.00am-Parish Mass 
 
Thursday 8  
9.30 am—Said Mass 
 
Sunday 11 Trinity XIX 
10.00am—Parish Mass  
 
Monday 12 Wilfrid 
9:15AM– Pebbles Baby Church 
 
Thursday 15 Teresa of Avila 
9.30am —Said Mass 
  
Sunday 18 Luke the Evangelist 
10.00am—Parish Mass 
  
Thursday 22  
9.30am —Said Mass 
  
Sunday 25 Bible Sunday 
10.00am—Parish Mass  
  
 

ONLINE SERVICES AND 
EVENTS THIS MONTH 

Monday  - Thursday & Saturday 
9.00AM Morning Prayer 
  
  

Sunday 
10.00AM - Parish Mass—live 
streamed from church 

Associate Minister Safeguarding Officers 

The Revd. Fran Childs 
01235 816166 
  

Gail & Paul Hedley 
07775 675401 
  

Church Wardens 
  

Alan Wilson               Tim Scane 
07817 061752            07785 308160 
 

Vicar 
The Revd. Hannah Reynolds 
The Vicarage, 
47A Newlands Avenue, 
Didcot 
01235 812114  

 


