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 I hope everyone is managing to keep cool and safe in this current            
heatwave. They are forecasting another for September ! In this months             
edition there is  information about the annual Christmas fair, ( I know !) but 
please put the date in your diary , it is a major revenue generator for  your 
village hall and  a nice start to the festivities,  

Also this month see page  17 for information about a new fitness class 
starting in September, chair based fitness, maybe of interest. 

Happy September everyone 

Fiona 
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 Bearing Fruit 
Late one balmy August evening, two local boys, John and Tim, set out on an apple 
scrumping escapade. Knowing their goal, they furtively climbed the vicarage garden 
wall, tiptoed swiftly across the beautifully manicured lawn gaining shelter in the faded, 
dappled light in the vicarage orchard. They were not disappointed; the vicar's apple 
trees were heavy with fruit and the boys set to with a will, first filling their pockets with 
apples the size of footballs, then taking off their sweaters and laying them spread-
eagled on the ground, all the better for bearing fruit. 
Light began to fade rapidly and after ten minutes they had so many apples that they 
retreated to the safety of the churchyard to share out a cache, so expansive that they 
dropped two rosy apples by the church lych-gate. ‘Dont worry about those,’ said John, 
‘we can collect them later.’ 
No sooner had they settled down to count their horde when they noticed PC Smith the 
local policeman peddling lazily down Church Lane. Alarmed by the thought of being 
caught red-handed the boys withdrew to the safety of a recently dug grave. 
Seeing movement in the half light and hearing noises in the churchyard, PC Smith, 
standing by the gate, cast his eye around. Feeling a little nervous of his surroundings 
and not wanting to enter the churchyard in the gathering gloom, he swiftly returned to 
the police station to solicit assistance from Station Sergeant Brown. 
Returning to the churchyard, the two officers stood by the gate and this is what they 
heard echoing from the bowels of the earth. 
’One for you — and one for me!’ ‘One for you — and one for me!’ 
‘What can it be?’ quivered PC Smith. 
lt’s the devil and the Angel Gabriel’ trembled Sergeant Brown, ‘and they're sharing out 
souls!’ 
‘I don't like this - one little bit,’ hissed PC Smith. 
‘One for you — and one for me!’ ‘One for you — and one for me!’ 
At last, the boys finished the grand sharing out. ‘That's it then,’ said John. 
‘No, wait,‘ replied Tim, ‘don't forget the two by the gate!’ 
And before you could say ‘an apple a day’ those two guardians of the law, had 
disappeared down Church 
Lane in a confusion of helmets, truncheons and bicycle clips! 
 
In John's gospel, Jesus calls us to, ‘go and bear fruit — fruit that will last’ and in the 
epistles both Paul and Peter exhort us to ‘keep in step with the Spirit‘ bearing fruit - the 
fruit of the Spirit. Whilst bearing fruit for John and Tim was a matter of carrying away 
their ill-gotten gains, bearing fruit for the Christian is about being productive as we strive 
to develop within 
ourselves a Christ-like nature. Whilst we are made in the image of God and cannot help 
but be fruitful if we allow the Holy Spirit to develop fruit within our lives, nonetheless, the 
challenge lies in showing and sharing with others the fruit of the Spirit, both as 
individuals and as a church, within our families, our communities, our neighbourhood, 
our parish, our world — love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control, knowledge, perseverance and Godliness. if we seek to bear 
fruit as 
individuals; if we seek to bear fruit as a church, being productive, we will see and 
experience growth as individuals and as a church in each and every sense 
of the word. 
                                                                                      Ann Roe  (Reader) 
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