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The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity	20th September 2026
[image: ]Today’s Services

8.00am:	Holy Communion
9.15am:	Parish Communion 
Preacher:	Rev Sarah Cliff
6.00pm:	Choral Evensong 

	A warm welcome to the Parish Church for Great Ayton, part of the Diocese of York in the Church of England




	Hymns (HOAN)

Introit		596	Stand up and bless the Lord
Gradual	169	For the fruits of his creation
Offertory	429	Love is his word
Comm. 	50	Author of life divine
Recess.	218	God’s spirit is in my heart
Anthem 		Lead me Lord (Wesley)

	

	This week we pray:
Church: that we may be bold in sharing the love of Christ and faithful in serving our local communities. Guide our leaders, ministers, and all people of faith to walk in the way of peace and humility. For a spirit of genuine love and service within and across our congregations.
World: for the people of Nepal and all those caught up in the devastating floods.  For areas torn apart by war, violence, and division across our world. We pray for leaders of nations, that they may choose dialogue over conflict and work to protect the vulnerable and oppressed.
Community: we pray for our local Hospices, Marie Curie and McMillan Nurses and those who provide palliative and respite care. May they know how precious the work they offer is to those who have a life limiting illness and to the families that carry that weight.
Sick: Sally–Anne, Gwen, Stuart, Gill, Celia, Marina, Stephanie, - all we remember personally.
RIP: Sophie Williams
Anniversary: Marjorie Wilson, Chris Mortlock, Margaret Simms, Pamela Marsay, Rob Shepherd, Molly Grainger, Beryl Rowe, Mary Petch



COLLECT
O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of your people who call upon you; and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen

FIRST READING – JONAH 3:10 – 4:11
When God saw what the people of Nineveh did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened. 
But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. He prayed to the Lord, “O Lord, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. Now, O Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.”
But the Lord replied, “Have you any right to be angry?”
Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. Then the Lord God provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered. When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, “It would be better for me to die than to live.”
But God said to Jonah, “Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?” “I do,” he said. “I am angry enough to die.”
But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?” 
SECOND READING – PHILIPPIANS 1: 21-30
For me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the faith, so that through my being with you again your joy in Christ Jesus will overflow on account of me.
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved – and that by God. For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that I still have.



GOSPEL READING – ST MATTHEW 20: 1-16
Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 
“About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in the market-place doing nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 
“He went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
“‘Because no-one has hired us,’ they answered. 
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 
“The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a denarius. When they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner. ‘These men who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 
“But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 
“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Almighty God, you have taught us through your Son that love is the fulfilling of the law: grant that we may love you with our whole heart and our neighbours as ourselves; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

NEWS FOR THE PEWS

Open Church As part of the Pilgrim Places network, St Oswald’s Church will be open every Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Cafe Church Join us in the Church Hall for Cake and Conversation at 4pm and then Informal Worship, Teaching and Discussion at 4.30pm.  Everyone welcome and Groups for Children and Young People.  On 27th September we are looking at what the Bible says about Is Money the root of all Evil?  Contact Nick Land (01642778076 drnickland@aol.com)

[image: ]Little Fishes meet at the Church at 9.45am every Tuesday during term time for preschool children and their parents/carers.  We are in need of extra volunteers to serve tea and coffee, if you have like to help out please let us know.

A brand new version of the Bible Course which explores God's Story - one step at a time - with the help of some high quality videos is now available.  We'll be having our first viewing and discussion in the Coffee Lounge on Monday September 28 at 7:30pm.  If you want to find out more, have a chat with Sue Grey, Lesley Miller or Helen Land.

Have you picked up a copy of Luke & Acts?  Please take one and invite a friend to Come along and Join the Conversation.  We've set a few initial dates for Conversations in the Coffee Lounge on Tuesdays at 11 o'clock for about 40 minutes on September 22 & 29 and October 6 & 13.  If you can come with them, that would be great but not essential - friendly faces will be on hand!

Vicars Board The board at the back of the church detailing all clergy associated with Christ Church and All Saints over many, many has been updated with the addition of Sarah.  Our very grateful thanks to Jo Dean for undertaking this very skilful and time-consuming task.

All Age Harvest Service takes place in Church on 4th October and will include representatives from local uniformed organisations.

Spire Newsletter 13 paper copies of the new issue are available for collection at the back of Church.  You are welcome to take one and another for a friend or neighbour.

[image: ]CHRIST CHURCH QUIZ NIGHT  Saturday 17th October 2026 at 7.00pm in Christ Church Hall.  Bring your own drink.  Maximum of 8 people per team.  Tickets are £10 and include a Pie and Pea supper with vegetarian option available.  Contact Marian on 07971 090038

THE WEEK AHEAD
Tuesday 22nd September:
9.45am: Little Fishes
Wednesday 23rd September:
10:00am: Holy Communion (BCP) at All Saints
Thursday 24th September: 
9.30am: Time to Pray at All Saints
Sunday 27th September: Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
8.00am: Holy Communion (BCP)
9.15am: Parish Communion
4.00pm: Cafe Church
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You can use this QR code to donate to Christ Church.
For all the latest news and information visit our ‘Church Near You’ page which we are working on to make it useful; go to www.achurchnearyou.com and put in the location box either Great Ayton or Newton under Roseberry for the correct place. 
image1.png
¢\ ((
MO00,




image2.png




image3.png




image4.png




image5.png




image6.jpeg




