NEWSLETTER NUMBER 339
Did you miss out on drinking Cuba Libre, Sangria, Apple Mac, St Clements, Totally Tropical or a Virgin Mary cocktail or mocktail?   If so, you missed out on our latest fund-raising event and will have to wait at least another year for another chance.   There were some fantastic nibbles on offer and we chatted well into the darkness on a very warm evening in the Lang Room.   The event raised £90-00 for church funds.   One thing I can guarantee is that we will not be holding Soup ‘n’ a Bite on the same day as this enjoyable evening event!!!

OUR SERVICE ON SUNDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2026 – TRINITY 16
This will be a Sung Eucharist without incense starting at 10.30 a.m.   The celebrant will be
Rev Sarah Rowden.   Refreshments will be served after the service so please stay and chat.

RABSON’S RAMBLE
Clergy shortage
This was the headline to two letters in last week’s Daily Telegraph.   The shorter one can be found under other information below.  Here I the longer letter written by Stephen Billycald or Pangbourne.
‘Sir, The Bishop of Chester (Letters, September 10) seems to be living in a different world from the rest of us.   If he were to visit the Kerrier mega-benefice in Cornwall – or the many places where an unwanted version of “Oversight ministry” has been imposed- he will find few services, over-stuffed diocesan offices and many joyless former congregations who have lost their vicar. 
     There are dozens of parishes around the country where there is a vacancy for clergy.   There are many others where there is only one service a month, presided over by an incumbent who has to rush from one church to another, giving them no time o get to know their flock.
      If the Bishop cannot see the realities of the situation, perhaps he should hand over the role of chair of the Church’s Ministry Board to someone who can persuade the Church Commissioners to spend some of their “11.6 BILLION endowment fund on its founding purpose – to pay for ministry, with particular regard to the cure of souls in parishes where such assistance is most required.”
     I presume that the Church Commissioners are individual members of their parish church so they ought to be aware of the problems we are all facing.   I just wonder what the Church Commissioners are saving it all for?   Have they not heard that you cannot take it with you?

ROTA FOR SUNDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2026
Sidesmen:- Rachel Yates and Angela Setter
Reader:-      Rachel Yates
Coffee:-       Rachel Yates and Angela Setter
Flowers:-     Alison Toogood

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2026 – TRINITY 16
Collect:- O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers of your people who call upon you; and grant that they may both perceive and know what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Readings:-
Jonah Chapter 3, vv 10 – end of 4
Romans Chapter 14, vv 1 – 12 
Matthew Chapter 18, vv 21 – 35 

PRAYER LIST 
People working to re-establish normal life following the devasting floods in Tibet and Nepal
Elizabeth Miles                                                    
Eunice Durrance 
Hazel Ware                                                                                                                   
Ian Sansom 
John Wilkie 
Mike Toogood 
Pam Wilkie 
Paul Tatnall
Stephen Daley                     

YEARS MIND FOR SEPTEMBER
24TH  Alfred Cope

BIRTHDAY LIST
There are none that I know about this week

OUTREACH GROUPS
Churchyard Group
If you are willing to help, the next meeting will be at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday 22ND September  if anyone is free.   We wonder if anyone has any of the following plants they would be willing to donate:- White aubretia, white mini periwinkle, white omphaloides, small green/yellow or green/white hostas.   We are very grateful to have received money enabling us to buy the bulbs wanted for next spring and a further donation for plants/bulbs.

Recycled Teenagers 
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday, 23rd September 2026 at 2.30 p.m.  Come along and enjoy cups of tea plus sandwiches and cakes along with some conversation.

Knit, Sew and Natter
The next meeting will be on Thursday, 1ST October 2026 at 2.00 p.m.   It will be the usual meeting with lots of chat and refreshments.

Soup ‘n’ a Bite
This will be on Saturday, 10TH October 2026, at 12.00 noon.    It will be the normal fare of soup, bread, cheese and fruit combined with lots of conversation.   


OUR NEXT SERVICE
The next service at All Saints’ Church will be a Sung Eucharist starting at 10.30 a.m. on Sunday 27th September 2026.    The celebrant will be the vicar, Rev Andy Barton.   There will be refreshments served after the service. 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Fund Raising Committee Event
The next fund-raising event will be held on Saturday 21st November 2026 at 7.00 p.m. in the Lang Room and it will be a Quiz night with buffet supper.   This quiz will introduce several new rounds for you all to puzzle over.   The cost will be £10-00 per person.   Put the date in your diary and start forming your teams now.

OTHER INFORMATION
From the Daily Telegraph 
This appeared in the Letters column last Saturday from Trevor Ogden of Dunblane:- “That a senior Bishop of the Church of England should reply in consternation and confusion to the suggestion that the church has abandoned its mission, without mentioning the names of either Jesus or God, is surely evidence that it has.”

From Rev Andrew Norris
The “Home Service” is a weekly programme is broadcast on 105.3 FM on Wednesdays at 11.00am and repeated Sunday at 10.00 am.  It is also available via the internet at any time on www.10radio.org   This week: Bob House from The Well in Rockwell Green is the leader for our act of worship asking us to trust in Jesus.   We also hear from Hilary Allen about her latest anthology of God-inspired poems shortly to be published.   If you have prayer or song requests or want others to know about what is happening in your church, contact revandrew@10Radio.org 
 
FUN CORNER
The church is invisible, God knows just why.
Commissioners are wealthy, yet leave us to die
With no priest to lead them or “just once a month”
Churches are struggling now just to get by.

We all come to worship and talk to our God.
Instead, we do fund-raising, God gets a nod!
We wanted one vicar, each church has a part,
We share him around, so he drives far and good.

Our church hopes he’s happy, now that he’s here.
He can’t stay for long as he’s rushing elsewhere
To take other’s services, he jumps in his car
Then using his sat-nav, drives fast as he dare!

This means that he struggles to manage us lot.
It could cause a strain on his health or his mood,
So give him some slack whilst his working away,
Provided he lives long, his pension is good!



