S u n d ay 13 September 2026 Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

COLLECT

God, who in generous mercy sent the
Holy Spirit

upon your Church in the burning fire of
your love:

grant that your people may be fervent

in the fellowship of the gospel

that, always abiding in you,

they may be found steadfast in faith and
active in service;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21
A reading from the book of Genesis.

Realising that their father was dead,
Joseph's brothers said, “"What if Joseph
still bears a grudge against us and pays
us back in full for all the wrong that

we did to him?" So they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this
instruction before he died, ‘Say to
Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of
your brothers and the wrong they did
in harming you.” Now therefore please
forgive the crime of the servants of the
God of your father.” Joseph wept when
they spoke to him. Then his brothers
also wept, fell down before him, and
said, "We are here as your slaves.”

But Joseph said to them, “Do not be
afraid! Am | in the place of God? Even
though you intended to do harm to me,
God intended it for good, in order to
preserve a numerous people, as he is
doing today. So have no fear; | myself
will provide for you and your little ones.
In this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.

Or Exodus 14:19-end

PSALM Psalm 103:1-13

R The Lord is full of compassion and
mercy,
[slow to anger and of great kindness].

[Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless his holy
name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and forget not all his benefits. R

He forgives all your sins

and heals all your infirmities;

He redeems your life from the grave

and crowns you with mercy and loving-
kindness; R

He satisfies you with good things,
and your youth is renewed like an
eagle’s.
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The Lord executes righteousness

and judgement for all who are
oppressed.

He made his ways known to Moses

and his works to the children of Israel. R]

The Lord is full of compassion and
mercy,

slow to anger and of great kindness.

He will not always accuse us,

nor will he keep his anger for ever.

He has not dealt with us according to our
sins,

nor rewarded us according to our
wickedness. R

For as the heavens are high above the
earth,

so is his mercy great upon those who
fear him.

As far as the east is from the west,

so far has he removed our sins from us.

As a father cares for his children,

so does the Lord care for those who fear
him. R

SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12
A reading from the letter of Paul to the
Romans.

Welcome those who are weak in faith,
but not for the purpose of quarrelling
over opinions. Some believe in eating
anything, while the weak eat only
vegetables. Those who eat must not
despise those who abstain, and those
who abstain must not pass judgement on
those who eat; for God has welcomed
them. Who are you to pass judgement
on servants of another? It is before their
own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able
to make them stand. Some judge cne
day to be better than another, while
others judge all days to be alike. Let all
be fully convinced in their own minds.
Those who observe the day, observe it
in honour of the Lord. Also those who
eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since
they give thanks to God; while those
who abstain, abstain in honour of the
Lord and give thanks to God. We do
not live to ourselves, and we do not die
to ourselves. If we live, we live to the
Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord,;
so then, whether we live or whether we
die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he
might be Lord of both the dead and the
living. Why do you pass judgement on
your brother or sister? Or you, why do
you despise your brother or sister? For
we will all stand before the judgement
seat of God. For it is written, “As | live,
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says the Lord, every knee shall bow to
me, and every tongue shall give praise
to God."” So then, each of us will be
accountable to God.

GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord,

if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should | forgive?
As many as seven times?” Jesus said

to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell
you, seventy-seven times. For this
reason the kingdom of heaven may

be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. When he
began the reckoning, one who owed
him ten thousand talents was brought
to him; and, as he could not pay, his
lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made.
So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, 'Have patience with me, and |
will pay you everything.” And out of pity
for him, the lord of that slave released
him and forgave him the debt. But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon
one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the
throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.’ Then
his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and

| will pay you." But he refused; then he
went and threw him into prison until he
would pay the debt. When his fellow-
slaves saw what had happened, they
were greatly distressed, and they went
and reported to their lord all that had
taken place. Then his lord summoned
him and said to him, "You wicked slave!
| forgave you all that debt because you
pleaded with me. Should you not have
had mercy on your fellow-slave, as | had
mercy on you?' And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until

he would pay his entire debt. So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one
of you, if you do not forgive your brother
or sister from your heart.”

POST COMMUNION

Keep, O Lord, your Church,
with your perpetual mercy;

and, because without you our human
frailty cannot but fall,

keep us ever by your help from all things
hurtful,

and lead us to all things profitable to our
salvation;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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September 13" 2026 — 15™ SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY ~ Parish of the Harwich Peninsula

Peninsula Post: the latest issue is now out. Contributions are welcome. We hope to include some selections
from magazines found in a cupboard at All Saints in the next issue.

Harvest Thanksgiving: a separate sheet with information about the Harvest services and the charity we are
supporting is available in all our buildings. However, you are welcome to bring gifts for the Salvation Army
Foodbank in addition or instead to the services, but the collections will go to support Bridgeway Colchester.
Special Service: we will trial a new service on the 4™ Sunday of the month at 5pm called Worship and the
Word for the parish at All Saints. It will be non-liturgical but will include a confession, absolution, profession
of faith and the Lord's prayer. The hymns will mainly be traditional, but may, sometimes introduce one
newer one. It is hoped that this will be an opportunity for the congregations to explore how God is at work
in our churches, among his people. The first one will be on September 27" when Sioux Thorpe will share
how God spoke to her recently whilst on retreat and she hopes that this will encourage others to do the
share in future months. The first theme will be ‘God the provider’, exploring the story of Elisha a miraculous
provision of oil for a widow and her sons who had nothing left after the death of her husband. There will
always be a focus on scripture and an opportunity to worship using different ways to experience God's
presence. In September it will include the opportunity to be ancinted. It is hoped that as the services go on
the congregation will take part by bringing their ideas of how they will develop in the future.

Kingdom over nation: a series of 8 discussions from Churches Together in Harwich at the Roman Catholic
Church on Fronks Road, continuing each Wednesday until the end of October at 7pm. This is a response to
the growth of Christian nationalism and so very topical. Each week into October. No charge.

PCC Secretary: our Church Council needs a Secretary to take the minutes of the meeting. We meet about 6
times a year in the evening. The Secretary need not be a member of the PCC but serves in this essential
ministry. If you think you have the skills, please contact the Rector as soon as possible.

Course in Christian Studies: the 2-year course is now in the last stretch to the end of the year. Meeting each
Thursday evening in term time, it has been led by John Wallace, Liz McLeod, the Rev. Stephen Northfield
and the Rev. Canon lan Smith. Do cheer on Janet Goodall. Becky Wallace, George Creek and Lorraine Harvey
from the parish and those from outside as they head towards the finish line.

Retreat: Christ, Coast and Concrete — this coming Saturday based at St Nicholas and the Esplanade Hall.
Parish Office: please note Liz McLeod our Administrator is on holiday Monday, Wednesday and Friday this
week and the office and phone will not be staffed.

Team Rector: lan will be unavailable for a few days 11th — 16'™ September while attending a friends 60"
birthday and the Festival of Preaching at the University of Cambridge.

Bible Study: the monthly group meet on Wednesday 30" at 7pm in All Saints church and the Fryatt Room.
Confirmation: do plan to support the deanery wide service at St Nicholas on Sunday 4" October at 5pm
with Bishop Roger and support our own candidates as well as those from the deanery.

Baptised in September: Alfie Parker Gary Potten and Teddie William Gary Potten (twins}); Alina Rose Dawson-Dragisic
Married in September: Kieran Aiden Hutchence and Rebecca Lesley Wallace

Departed in August/September: Valerie (Val) Vincent; Ann Root; Maureen Hilda Tarran; Christine Britton;

Sheila Grant; Beryl Sylvia Gibbons; Penelope Diane Neal

St Michael’s worship 9am each Sunday (Communion on the 2™ and 4" Sundays)
All Saints worship 10.30am each Sunday (Communion on the 1* and 3" Sundays)
st Nicholas worship 10.30am each Sunday {Communion on the 2™ and 4" Sundays)
You should be able to access the hearing loop in each building — please let us know if you cannot
1%t Sunday of every maonth: Prayer Book Evensong at St Nicholas at 5pm
2" Sunday of the month: Pop Up church at St Michael’s at 3pm
3" Sunday of every month: Prayer and Praise at St Michael’s at 5pm
4™ Saturday of every month (except August and December}): Messy Church in
the Esplanade Hall from 2-4pm. Children must be accompanied by an adult.
1% Tuesday of every month: Hymns and Service at Don Thomson Residential Home at 11am
2™ Monday of every month: Hymns and Service at Lime Court Residential Home at 11am

For more information, please visit our social media: www.harwichparish.co.uk or www.achurchnearyou.com or our Facehook
pages https://www.facebook.com/ Harwich Peninsula Parish CofE. All Saints, S5t Michaels & St Nicholas or Messy Church at the Esplanade Hall
PLEASE NGTE WE WILL BE MOVING TO A SINGLE FACEBOCK PAGE FOR THE PARISH SHORTLY




