NOTICES
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Monday September 21st at 7:00pm on Zoom
Pastoral Team Meeting
Tuesday September 22nd at 9:00am on Zoom
Morning Prayer
Wednesday September 23rd at 9:00am on Zoom
Morning Prayer
Wednesday September 23rd at 11:30am at the Vicarage
Grant Application Team Meeting
Wed Sept 23rd at 2:00pm in Herbs Coffee Shop (Earsdon Garden Centre). Wednesday Walkers invite you to join them for refreshments and friendship. All are welcome
Wednesday September 23rd at 7:30pm in St Alban’s
‘Towards a Better World’ - ‘How our planet is changing’ 
Thursday September 24th at 9:00am on Zoom
Morning Prayer
Sunday September 27th Harvest Festival
We will celebrate Harvest Festival by collecting gifts of non-perishables for The People’s Kitchen (collect a helpful list from the back of church) and financial gifts for the farmers of Tanzania.
Sat Oct 10th 9:45am – 3:30pm at St Mary’s Church, Holywell NE25 0NF
‘Living Water’ Quiet Day. To book please email tim.mayfield@btinternet.com – Price £5
Sunday October 18th after the 10:30am service, in the Eccles Hall
Teddy Bear’s Picnic and Afternoon Tea. Join us as we celebrate the 100th anniversary of A. A. Milne publishing Winnie-the-Pooh on October 14th 1926. There will be a Raffle and Quiz. Please bring with you a china cup, saucer and plate. Seating plan and tickets to follow
Might you boost the choir for Christmas?
Calling all singers in the St Alban’s congregation, especially men. We just wondered if any of you might like to join the choir to boost its numbers ready for Christmas. We’re especially thinking about Carols by Candlelight at 6pm on Sunday December 20th. You’d need to commit to rehearsals on Thursday evenings in St Alban’s at 7.30pm, beginning on September 24th. To help you decide, you might like to note that the choir is planning to sing ‘In Dulci Jubilo’, ‘Carol of the Bells’, ‘The Sans Day Carol’, ‘O Holy Night’ and ‘Gabriel’s Message’. Some people have joined already so you won’t be the only ‘newbie’.
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THE PARISH OF EARSDON AND BACKWORTH

A warm welcome to any visitors or newcomers joining us today

Sunday September 20th (The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity)

The coming week (with prayer intentions in brackets)

Monday September 21st     
(For Pearl, Liz and Tim, leading Prayers and Hymns at Earsdon Grange; for this evening’s meeting of the Pastoral Team)
Tuesday September 22nd       
(For churchwardens Craig and Rob – along with Tim meeting caretaker Richard Hill tomorrow)
Wednesday September 23rd     
(For this evening’s second instalment of ‘Towards a Better World’ – our course on climate change)
Thursday September 24th 
(For the Anna Chaplaincy Team, leading activities at Havelock Place this afternoon)
Friday September 25th 
(For the work of Conservation Agriculture in Tanzania, and for Lister and Michael overseeing)
Saturday September 26th 
(For tomorrow’s Harvest Festival, and for the work of The People’s Kitchen)

Next Sunday, September 27th: The Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity
9:00am 	Holy Communion at St John’s
10:30am 	Harvest Festival at St Alban’s
4:00pm	Children’s Harvest at St John’s

Contact Jean Bingham about material for the Magazine
Tel: 0191 2377273 or email Magazine@StalbansEarsdon.org.uk
Contact Pam Tomlinson about material for the Pew Sheet
0191 2526087 or email PewsNews@StalbansEarsdon.org.uk
Prayers for Sunday September 20th

The Collect:
Lord of creation,
whose glory is around and within us:
open our eyes to your wonders,
that we may serve you with reverence
and know your peace at our lives’ end,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Bible reading: Isaiah 5.1-7
1 Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watch-tower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it;
He expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard.
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?
5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.
6 I will make it a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.
7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed;
righteousness, but heard a cry!

Gospel reading: Matthew 21.33-end
33 Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people:  
33 ‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vine-yard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 
34 When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35 But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. 
37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my son.” 38 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” 
39 So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
40 Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ 41 They said to him, ‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.’
42 Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes”?
43 Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 
44 The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.’
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46 They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Remember in your prayers:
The sick:
Daniel Billings, Summer Collier, Lorna Donaldson, Floare Gale, Katherine Heatherington, Liz Jackson, Eirwen Pallant, Jemma Sanders, Grace Wathen and Lucy Wile

The family and friends of:
Joan Taylor

Year’s mind:
Mary Taylor, Douglas Burne Grayson, Eric Butler, Don Jackman, 
George Bowman, Elsie Joel, Kathleen Youngson, 
Sarah Isabella Bowman and Arthur Chapman


Vicar: 
Revd Tim Mayfield                                      0191 2529393    (07414 601351)
                tim.mayfield@btinternet.com
Church Wardens: 
Rob Gowdy     07841 986019                    Craig Thornton     07946 669456                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Vicar’s PA: 
Jean Bingham 	          		                0191 2377273 (07855 149844)
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