NEWS FROM ST MARY’S, WEST MALLING

The following services will be held at St Mary’s in October:
Sunday 4th October        8am BCP Holy Communion
                                         10am Holy Communion with Choir, Scholars & Treblemakers
Sunday 11th October     8am BCP Holy Communion       
                                        9am – 10am Harvest Brunch – all welcome
                                        10am Harvest Festival All Age Service
                                       5pm Wind & Voice Concert  see poster
Sunday 18th October:     8am BCP Holy Communion
                                      10am Holy Communion with Choir, Scholars & Treblemakers
Sunday 25th October:    8am BCP Holy Communion
                                        10am Holy Communion with choir
Sunday 1st November:  8am BCP Holy Communion
                                      10am Holy Communion with Choir, Scholars & Treblemakers
                                         3pm All Souls’ Service                               
St Mary’s Heating
We have some exciting news to announce in that the DAC has approved our Faculty Application for the installation of Herschel infrared heating chandeliers in both the Nave and the Chancel which will replace the now defunct gas boiler and radiators. There will be additional wall mounted heaters in the area underneath the Organ Loft, the Vestry and the ground floor of the Tower. There is information at the back of the church on what the chandeliers will look like, and the PCC Sub Committee will be very happy to answer questions.
Financial limitations on what we can afford in terms of electricity supply so that we remain on a domestic rather than a commercial tariff mean that we will have to carefully manage the use of the heating, but the Herschel system allows us to control the zoning of the Church so that we heat only the areas that are in use according to the activity taking place.
We anticipate works starting in January 2027 and that they will take 3-4 months to complete. The work will include upgrading our electricity supply and rewiring the church.
On Sunday 6 September we began a formal 30 day Public Notice period which ends on the 5th October 2026 and the formal notices are displayed at the back of the Church, on the Church entrance doors and on the Notice Board in the Churchyard.
The Notices contain contact details for the Diocesan Registry if any person wishes for any reason to object to the proposed works. if you would like any further information and/or wish to express any concerns please also speak to either Rev Canon Helen Burn or one of our Churchwardens - Clare Innes or Jeff Griffiths.
Thank you all for your prayers and patience with this process.


New Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO) for St Mary’s, Sue Reid
Email: safeguarding-westmalling@kentdownsmalling.church
Sue is a semi-retired education advisor (hoping to be fully retired by July 2027). She has worked closely with schools of different faiths for over 20 years. She has always been a passionate advocate for safeguarding and has carried out many safeguarding audits in schools across England. She has experience of working with voluntary organisations to promote safeguarding. In volunteering as PSO her aim is that our church remains a safe and nurturing environment for all. She will be working with the clergy, church wardens and PCC to raise the profile of safeguarding and to ensure we have the skills and training to listen, recognise and act swiftly to any safeguarding concerns. We are grateful to Sue for taking on this vital role.
Renewed Appeal for music donations As the grant funding for our Choral Scholarship Scheme has unfortunately been reduced this year, please consider donating to support this if you have not already done so. Details are on the leaflet at the back of the church. Philip Le Bas is thankful for your generosity.
Appeal for Used Greetings Cards Jill Rutland would be grateful if you could save any unwanted USED greetings cards – such as birthday cards, thank you cards, new home cards etc – as she has started a project to recycle them and turn them into NEW cards. These will then be sold to raise money for the Church. There is a box at the back of the church for leaving any used cards you would like to donate. Many thanks for your help with this.
Other Highlights
· Harvest activities: The Kent Downs and Malling Team invites you to celebrate the goodness of God’s creation by visiting any or all of our churches, decorated for Harvest Festival. Children’s activities and prayer activities available at every church, including St Mary’s. Everyone is welcome – no charge.
· Harvest Festival Sunday 11th October with Brunch provided by MU at 9am. We hope that people will stay and enjoy getting to know others in the congregation at this event.
If you would like to, please bring a donation of food (tinned or packet preferred) and this will be donated to the Pilsdon Community and the Kenward Trust.
· Confirmation Classes We are next running Confirmation classes for young people in autumn 2027, but there will be a class for adults this year running on Sunday afternoons 4-5pm on the following dates: 4th, 11th, 18th October 2026 Venue to be announced
· Sunday 11 October: 5pm Wind & Voice Concert with our Scholars and Kentish Winds see poster


Future Dates for your diary
· Sunday 1st November at 3pm is All Souls service of Remembering and Hope, to which everyone is invited. The service will be quiet and reflective, with readings, music and an opportunity to have a candle lit in memory of someone dear to us. 
· Sunday 8th November: 14:30 Civic Service of Remembrance
· Sunday 15th November is Safeguarding Sunday. Together, we can help create safer places – because love protects
· Sunday 22 November: 17:00 Choral Evensong
· Sunday 20 December: 18:00 Christmas Carol Service
If you have anything you would like to go in the bulletin for November, or any comments, please let me know.
With many thanks for your support,
Jill Rutland 
Communications, St Mary’s PCC – commsstmaryswm@gmail.com
For other enquiries contact office@kentdownsmalling.church
