

13h September 2026             St. James the Less                       Trinity 15
SUNDAY
11am Holy Communion    Rev Mark & Rev Jan
       
Readings   Romans 141-12,  Matt. 1821-35
    
                     EDUCATION  SUNDAY
For well over a hundred years there has been an annual recognition of Education Sunday in England and Wales. It is a national day of prayer and celebration for everyone in the world of education, from the Minister for Education down to the smallest child who started school earlier this month.  

How often have you thought about how/where/ when formal education began in Hadleigh? Of course, many of us remember when Sandcastles Nursery (along the London Road) was our church hall. Originally, though, it had been the National School, built in 1855 by the Church of England.  In 1910 the Hadleigh Public Elementary Council School opened in Church Road and in 1924 the two schools merged, leaving the vacant building on the London Road available for use by the parish church.  As the population of Hadleigh grew another school was needed and in 1966 the Westwood schools opened in Beresford Gardens.
Interestingly, the master appointed to run the National School in 1865 was Henry Yeaxlee. Now in 2026, we at St. James are in the process of buying the land at 220 London Road from the Yeaxlee family in order to build a community hall for Hadleigh.  We ask for your prayers as we pursue this vision and raise funds to bring the project to fruition.  
Nationally, Education Sunday 2026 invites Churches to reflect on the theme “Living Well Together”.  At a time when society is often marked by division, hostility and mistrust, education has a unique role in bringing people together. It shapes habits of thought, patterns of judgement and ways of relating to others. The question is not only what we learn, but what kind of people we are becoming. 
WEDS (16th)
10:30am Holy Communion   Rev Mark
           
Readings 1Cor. 1231b – 13end, Matt. 1125-27


Services for next week
[bookmark: _Hlk215765387]
Sun  19th   8:00am  Holy Communion [BCP]
              11:00am  Holy Communion [CW]
                                 
Weds 22nd 10:30am  Holy Communion
                  
Looking ahead
  Every Tues. 10:30am  KETTLE’S  ON at St B’s.  

  Every Weds   1:00-2:30pm and 7:30pm-9:00pm   
              THE PRAYER COURSE,  held in St B’s.  

     Sun. 27th Sept.  at  11am  HARVEST FESTIVAL  



Dear Lord, we pray especially this week for all our local schools.  We give thanks for the example, dedication and inspiration of school leaders, teachers and all who contribute to nurturing and supporting children and young people.  Bless, we pray, the playgrounds, that they may be places of laughter and fun, places where no one is left out and where children are kind to one another.  
We pray that world leaders may be guided to see education as a source of hope for the future. And we pray for all children around the world; that they may have the chance to change their lives for the better through education and look to the future with hope and happiness.AMEN


 Please remember to pray for Derek Cotgrove,    Guy Negus,   Derek & Pam Johnson, 
Sue Burton,   Tessa Yates.  Carol Atkins,  Mark Banham,   Jane Barrett (Jill W’s sister)  and Janice Millar.
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