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at St  Paul’s  and
Rainow Parishes
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Roof Appeal &
Fundrais ing Update
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. . .  and much more
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Ramblings
f rom a Reader

Warden’s
Warbl ings

From the
Parish Registers

This year’s Harvest Service wil l  take place on
Sunday 11  October at 10:30am.t h

As usual,  our Uniformed Groups wi l l  be joining us
for the celebration.

Donations of non perishable i tems such
as t ins,  pasta and toi letr ies would

be most grateful  for distr ibut ion to
those in need in the Parish and

wider community.

     webaviat ion.co.uk



REVEREND’S REFLECTIONS

have four Harvest Festivals!
By the time you read this, our first will already have taken place at Jenkin Chapel. The Harvest
Festival at Forest Chapel is on Sunday 4 October at 3pm. At St Paul’s, Harvest will be combined
with our All-Age Service at 10:30am on Sunday 11 October and at Rainow, also on the 11 ,
Harvest will be incorporated into the 10am Holy Communion, followed by a bring and share
lunch.
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Harvest reminds us that, however sophisticated our lives may have become, we remain
dependent upon God’s creation. We need the soil, rain and sunshine, and the work of all
those who grow, produce and provide our food. Above all, Harvest reminds us that what we
have is ultimately a gift.
There will also be a Harvest Supper and Beetle Drive at St Paul’s Parish Centre at 6pm on
Saturday 17th October. If you would like to come, please sign up on the sheets available at St
Paul’s and Rainow churches.
October also takes us from Harvest to Remembrance.
At All Souls’, the Church pauses to remember before God those whom we have loved and
who have died. There is, I think, a beautiful connection between Harvest and All Souls. At
Harvest we give thanks for the gifts of God’s creation; at All Souls we give thanks for the gift of
people.The people we have known and loved have shaped our lives in countless ways. All
Souls’ gives us an opportunity to remember them, give thanks for their lives and place them
once again into the loving hands of God.
Our All Souls’ Service at Rainow is at 6.30pm on Sunday 25 October, with an opportunity to
light a candle in memory of someone we have loved. Our worship will once again be
enhanced by the St Christopher Chorale Choir. At St Paul’s, the service will be at 6.30pm on
Sunday 1 November, also with an opportunity to light a candle.
From early October, sheets will be available in both churches for the names of loved ones to
be remembered.  So perhaps October gives us a simple threefold invitation: look around,
give thanks and remember.
Look around at the wonderful world God has made. Give thanks for the harvest and for all
that sustains our lives. And remember with gratitude those people who have been gifts to us
and whose lives remain part of who we are.
With every blessing,
Simon
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From Creation to Remembrance Revd. Simon Gowler 
Revd. Simon Gowler 

October is one of those months
when the Church gives us plenty
of opportunities to stop and give 
thanks.  We are currently in the 
Ecumenical Season of Creation, 
which runs from 1 September to 
4 October. It is a time when 
Christians of different traditions 
reflect on God’s gift of creation, give
thanks for the natural world and consider
our responsibility to care for it.
And perhaps there is no better way for us
to express that thanksgiving than through
our traditional Harvest Festivals. Between
our two parishes of St Paul’s and Rainow
with Saltersford and Forest, we actually



CONGLETON ½ FUN @ 4

MATT OTTLEY RUN  

CONGRATULATIONS  
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On 6 October, Ann Harris will be running  the
Congleton Half Marathon course.

This is a rural course with a 'sting in the tail'
towards the finish line!

Please continue to support Ann by donating
either via the card machine or the blue

envelopes in church.
Or using the link in the on page 10 for the

Roof Appeal Donations.
Thank you for your continued support.

Fun@4 resumed for the
new term and 14

children attended
along with their parents
for a super session with
a theme of Noah’s Ark.

Get October’s session in
your diaries!

Thanks to all the
volunteer team who

helped to make it
happen.

The children made
Noah’s arks,

decorated biscuits
with rainbows,

dove hangers and
there was also

colouring pages.
We then went into
church to watch a

short cartoon of
Noah’s story, they
then ran around
finding pairs of

animals to stick on
their arks.

We finished off with nuggets and curly fries
for tea!!

Well done Matt 
on a fabulous 
Great North 
Run! Thank 
you to everyone 
who sponsored 
him. 

Matt completed the run in 1hr 46 minutes!

Our Congratulations go to Eva Hinton too for
her fabulous GCSE results.  (Eva is one of our
Younger Members of our congregation!) 
We hope you have settled well into your A-
Levels in sixth form and look forward to hearing
all about it.  
Good Luck with your next steps Eva!



WARDEN’S WARBLINGS

                                       We are looking forward to our Harvest festival on 11 October and
the harvest supper the week after. Time is really flying by now and we can’t believe we are
heading towards the end of another year.

Heritage Open day made a couple of new connections, despite Macclesfield Town
Council not including our Open Morning in the official promotion, so that impacted the
number of visitors.

We had a very positive meeting with the architects recently who provided the PCC with
three concept designs to consider. Each has it’s own pros and cons and the PCC are
currently debating this (more in the buildings/roof appeal section).

We are both on the staffing team for the Chester Cursillo weekend at the end of October
and we are Assistant Table Leaders. We wonder if the Cursillo team know what they are
letting themselves in for letting us both be on the staff! Let’s just say they should ‘expect the
unexpected!’

As we head into the busy last couple of months of the year, may we all take time to stop
and think about our mission in this place and think about the exciting and wonderful
opportunity we have with the refurbishments of our amazing building to provide a space
for worship and community for another 180 years. Now that will be some legacy! 
 

With love, Matt & Nick. x

ROCKING THE 1980'S VIBE!

Matt & Nick 
Matt & Nick 

CHURCHWARDENS 

CHURCHWARDENS 
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It would be wrong for us not to start our warbling by paying tribute
to Jeremy Chadwick who passed away peacefully after a short
spell in hospital recently. Jeremy, a former warden of St Paul’s and
Choirmaster, was a man with a deep faith and a wonderful
singing voice. We give grateful thanks for all that Jeremy brought
to St Paul’s over many, many years. He will always be fondly
remembered by all that knew him and it won’t be the same not
seeing him sat at the back by the Warden’s pew, often turning to
us with a wry grin and a comment that would make us smile as
well as affording us to hear his wonderful singing voice.It has been
an honour and a privilege to know Jeremy. Our love and thoughts
are with Joan and the family at this time.

Our Churchwardens had
to get on to the latest
social media trend of
             heading back 
               to the 1980s!

                   They never                   
                     cease to 
                        amaze us!

NEXT PCC MEETING
The next PCC (Parochial Church Council)
Meeting will be on Tuesday 10 Nov, 
7.15pm in church.  

If you have any items you wish the
Council to discuss please talk to Vicar
Simon, Gill (PCC secretary),
churchwardens or a member 
of the PCC (listed on the back 
page) by Sun 8 Nov.



Mornings Afternoons

6.00pm | Rainbows

10.00am | Toddler Group 7.30pm | Scouts

9.30am-12noon | Breakfast Café  

Mondays 

Tuesdays

Wednesdays

Thursdays

Fridays 

Saturdays

11.30am | Baby Signing

6.30pm | Brownies

9.15am | Pilates

5.30pm | Yoga

7.45pm | Guides

10am | Chair Yoga

1.30pm | Knit and Natter
6.00pm | Beavers

7.30pm | Cubs

12.30pm | Lunch Club

2.15pm | Macc Afternoon Choir
(2  & 4  Thurs of the month)nd th

11am | Mid-week Service
(see dates below)

Evenings

WHAT ’S HAPPENING AT ST PAUL’S

4 SUN 10.30am Parish Communion led by Revd Simon

7 Wed 11.00am Mid-week Morning Prayer Service

11 SUN
10.30am

  4.00pm

All Age Worship with Wardens Matt & Nick
Uniformed Group Parade
FUN @ 4

17 Sat 6.00pm Beetle Drive and Harvest Supper

18 SUN 10.30am Parish Communion led by Revd Simon

21 Wed 11.00am Mid-week Holy Communion led by Revd Simon

23 SUN 10.30am Family Communion led by Canon Veronica and Bev

    OCTOBER

18th SUN AFTER TRINITY

HARVEST FESTIVAL

ST LUKE THE EVANGELIST

BIBLE SUNDAY

10am | Postnatal Yoga

Every week in the 
Parish Centre Every week in the 
Parish Centre 
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= Term Time Only

NEW

1 SUN 10.30am
  6.30pm

Parish Communion led by Revd Simon
All Souls’ Service

4 Wed 11.00am Mid-week Morning Prayer Service

8 SUN 10.30am
  4.00pm

Remembrance Service Uniformed Group Parade
FUN @ 4

   NOVEMBER
ALL SAINTS DAY

ALL SOULS’ SERVICE: Our Annual service to commemorate the faithful departed, or All Soul’s
as we know it, will take place on: Sunday 1 Nov 6:30pm
A list will be made available soon at the back of the church to write the names of those
you wish to remember. You can also email them directly to our office:
emma@stpaulsmacc.org 

CHURCHYARD CAROLS: will take place on Wednesday 23  December at 7pmrd

Macclesfield Youth Brass Band will lead the singing around our firepits and mulled and
mince pies will be plentiful. Be ready for a firework finale!

mailto:emma@stpaulsmacc.org


RAMBLINGS OF A READER
This will be the last Ramblings of a Reader I will be doing. Some of you will 
be giving a big cheer, as you think what I write is a load of rubbish, a few of you 
may say ‘oh no, we really enjoy reading these’, well to clarify, yes, this is my last 
Ramblings of a Reader, because after this one, it will be Ramblings of a Retired 
Reader, as I hang up my blue scarf, and by the time you read this I may have 
already done my last service with you.

Fran Hiles Fran Hiles LAY MINISTER LAY MINISTER 6

I will have been a Reader for 30 years, but the journey to get there was a
little like going on a journey to Manchester via Birmingham. I was a
member of St Peters Church in Macclesfield and my Vicar at the time
once said to me, ‘don’t ever think of going into Ministry, you are not strong
enough’. This statement puzzled me and made me slightly cross, because
firstly at that time I wasn’t thinking of ministry in any way, and secondly, I
didn’t quite understand what he meant. Ok I was shy and quiet, (some
people have commented they wish I was still like that) but that didn’t
mean I couldn’t do things, but my wonderful husband said, ‘ignore him, if
God wants you in ministry he will give you the strength to do it.’ 

Some years later I did feel called to ministry and went to see said vicar, who‘s reply was, ‘I think you
should go on the Bishops Course’. The said Bishop’s Course was a twelve month’s course devised by
the then Bishop of Chester Michael Baughen. I was a little deflated, but again my wonderful
husband said, ‘what have you got to lose, go and do the course and see what happens’ So I did
the twelve-month course, I went on to do a second year, and ending up, along with Peter leading
a small group in Macclesfield looking further into faith along with lots of cake!. A spin off, of the
Bishop’s Course, the said cake being optional. 

The Bishops Course was one of the best things I have ever done, I met some great people,
including a certain Joan Mottershead, and learnt so much, and grew in faith, knowledge and
confidence. At the end of all this training, my vicar asked if I was still interested in Reader Ministry
and the rest, they say is history. The course today is totally different than the one I did but at the
time I didn’t always find it easy. There was lots of reading, which at times I struggle with and writing
essays, which I have never been very good at, and travelling to different parts of the diocese for
training, but I got there and in October 1996 I was finally licensed as a Lay Reader in Chester
Cathedral, along with two others from St Peter’s Church Macclesfield. 

Three weeks later I was asked to take the Remembrance Day service at Birtles Church, and I had to
make sure I got the two minutes silence at the correct place as they played the last post from the
radio!! I said no at first but the then vicar of Birtles, Rev Ivan Whinton, who I knew well, said, you
have your blue scarf you can do it, and I did do it, with the silence in the correct place. And from
then on, I never looked back, serving under five vicars, all but one, who has sadly passed, I am still
in contact with, and preaching in every Anglican Church in Macclesfield and neighbouring areas,
as well as leading worship in the Methodist Church, URC Church and St Albans Catholic Church, for
Women’s World Day of Prayer.

When Peter said that if God wanted me in Ministry, he would give me the strength to do it, he was
correct. God has been with me every step of the way, and I am sure he has plans for the rest of my
life here on earth. What they are I wait to see, but he has taken me places I never thought I would
go to and made me step out of my comfort zone many times, but I know he is always there with
me walking by my side, and at times carrying me.

What the next part of my life will be like I do not know, but I am sure it will be an adventure, and
who knows I may get on that zip wire one day!!

Love, Fran. x



JEREMY CHADWICK

BOOK EXCHANGE STALL   

Please let us have any info or news for our 
NOVEMBER ISSUE by 11 October.

To the Parish Off ice or emma@stpaulsmacc.org

ALL AGE WORSHIP

HERITAGE OPEN DAY

We have all been deeply
saddened by the death of
Jeremy Chadwick. 
Jeremy, a staunch former
churchwarden of this place
and talented choirmaster for
many years, will be greatly
missed by all of us. 

Our book sale table in the hall is really
popular and is a good income generator for
our funds.  

Could we ask that if you bring (good
condition) books and the two baskets are full
on the table, please take them back home
with you for another time rather than pile
them on the baskets or leave 
them underneath.

Thank you for your help 
and support with this. 
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We have all been privileged to have known
him and we give grateful thanks for the way in
which he helped shape the life of this church
through his wardenship and how his musical
talented enriched worship in so many ways
and how his wit and his smile warmed the
hearts of many.
Our love and thoughts are with Joan and all
the family at this time.
Jeremy’s funeral will take place in church on
Friday 2  October at 1:30pm.nd

May Jeremy rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

At our recent All Age Service we had to guess
what was in the boxes! We found out that
inside each of the boxes was the word
forgiveness. It isn’t easy to give someone who
has hurt us the gift of forgiveness is it? Our
natural reaction is to want to hurt them back
as much as they have hurt us. It is only really
possible to give the gift of forgiveness when
we have received a much bigger gift
ourselves from God. 

None of us will know how much God has
needed to forgive us for our bad thoughts,
attitudes and deeds, but He chooses to
forgive us as we ask Him to. Once we have
received his great big gift of forgiveness, He
wants us to be willing to give the smaller gift
of forgiveness to the people who have hurt
us. That is the way of the Kingdom of God. We
receive so that we can give. 
(Source: All Age Worship resources.org)

We once again participated in the Heritage
Open Day across town. Sadly, our information
was omitted from the town council’s promotion
meaning that the number of visitors was vastly
reduced from last year. We had a couple of
visitors and made some good connections. 



AUGUST FAMILY COMMUNION

BUILDINGS UPDATE
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August’s family communion had us thinking about the
story of Moses in the bulrushes. 

We gave thanks that each of us is precious in God’s
sight and all of us are called to act with integrity and
so participate on God’s saving plan for the world,
starting here and now. 

Well, we have had rain and touch wood so far there are no signs of
water creeping in at the usual leaky spots. We are sure though this will
change as we head deeper into Autumn and Winter!

Further meetings with agencies around the anti-social behaviour in
the churchyard have taken place and also with local residents.There
has been some improvement with anti-social behaviour in recent
weeks and we hope that this continues. 

We are still to arrange to meet the council soon for discussions over
the maintenance of the church grounds. We are not happy with how
they looking after them, it falls way below our expectation and
standard. Councillor Mick Warren is going to support us with this and
meet with us on site with the council. 
For a further update on the refurb project, please read the
information in the roof appeal section of the newsletter.
We will soon be in receipt of some new audio visual equipment for the
Parish Centre and we look forward to this being installed and
enhancing what we can offer.
We have had to replace three of our outside security lights on the
Parish Centre as it seems that these have been deliberately
damaged. The damaged lights were causing the electrical circuit to
trip.
PAT testing has also been completed for the year with some items to
be discarded and replaced.
Thanks to everyone who helps in anyway with the upkeep of the
church and Parish Centre.
Matt & Nick. 



The PCC were recently presented with three design option for the refurbishment of the
church. There was an awful lot of information shared, but what was evident was that we
have a once in a lifetime opportunity to create an amazing legacy at St Paul’s for
worship in years to come. It was apparent from the meeting that there will be some
changes to the Parish Centre as well as part of the funding bid to build a strong case for
grants to be allocated to complete the work. The PCC are currently working on pros and
cons of the design concepts and then this will be fed back to the architects who will take
this on board and look at creating further concepts from this for discussion with the
ultimate aim of arriving at a final design. Once the PCC have done this we will share this
with you all. What is really important to consider is that this work taking place is to future
proof the building. There has to be and will be changes – we know this won’t be easy
but we will keep you up to date all the way through. It really is an exciting time to be a
part of St Paul’s. You all have a part to play in making this happen and when it does
happen, you can all say you had a part in building something special for future
generations. 

We are both genuinely excited by the opportunities that await us ALL as a church
community to safeguard our building for the next generation and to make it a beacon
of light in our local community!

Please do raise any questions with us (Matt, Nick, Vicar Simon) as we want to ensure
everyone has the opportunity to have their say and share their feelings. 
Matt & Nick

cont.
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‘First phase’ of the project: 

· Re-roof the upper and lower rooves of the church,
including modifications to the guttering to prevent water

getting into the building in the future
· Replace and re-plaster all internal ceilings panels

· Re-plaster internal walls where needed
· Redecorate the building internally

· Re-light the building with energy efficient lighting
· Modernise the sound and media system

· Reheat the building in an energy efficient way
· Repair the spire where issues are arising

The roof appeal
fund total is:
£60,784.00

(end September 2026)

Here’s what the architects have to say:

Buttress Architects have been working with St Paul’s to explore an exciting and vibrant
vision for the future of the church: one that strengthens its resilience, supports worship,
and helps the building continue to sit at the heart of its community.

A key focus of the project will be addressing the condition of the roof and ensuring the
building fabric is safe, secure and sustainable for the future. However, this is also much
more than a repair project. It is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to think carefully
and creatively about how St Paul’s can best serve its congregation, its community and
future generations.



ROOF APPEAL GIVING

Over recent months, we have spent time listening 
to the congregation and wider community through 
consultation. This has been a really important part 
of the process and has helped shape the 
emerging direction for the project. Thank you to 
everyone who has contributed their thoughts, 
hopes and ideas so far.

The recently completed Quinquennial Inspection has helped us to better understand the
condition of the church building, the priorities for repair, and the likely costs associated
with caring for the fabric in the years ahead.

A full measured survey has now been completed, allowing the architects to create a
detailed model of the church. This gives us a strong foundation from which to explore a
number of feasibility options, looking at how St Paul’s might be reimagined for worship,
community use and long-term resilience.

Nothing is fixed at this stage. The purpose of the feasibility study is to explore ideas, test
what may be possible, and help the church make informed decisions about the best
way forward.

We look forward to keeping the church community updated as the work develops, with
further news and progress shared in forthcoming parish newsletters.

Ed Kepczyk, Director, Buttress Architects.
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If you wish to make a cash or cheque donation to the appeal,
please put it in an envelope and hand to either the Treasurer
(Malcolm Brown) or the Wardens with the envelope clearly marked
‘For the roof appeal’. This then means it is placed in a restricted
account just for the roof appeal and cannot be used for anything
else. 
 
Please also share whether we are able to reclaim gift aid on the
donation too as this will make a huge difference for us! We can
claim from HMRC 25p for every £1 donated to us at no extra cost to
you or us.
If you are posting a donation, please pop a note inside to the same
effect. 

If you wish to donate via bank transfer then please do contact us
for the bank details (email: emma@stpaulsmacc.org or tel: 01625
501773).

Thank you for your support.

You can also
donate by

scanning the QR
code here.

Here is the link to donate online for the roof appeal: Roof Appeal Campaign

~ from page 9

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/9da68a7a-9297-4ebf-8046-c78a2f4c2331


GIVING TO ST PAULS

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER
BAPTISM

Luna Ann Bell

CAUGHT ON CAMERA

13 Sept

"As the waters of baptism are poured over your soul,
may the light of Christ always guide your path and fill

your heart with joy."

Welcome Luna, into the church family.
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We have two methods of giving at church services—so it doesn’t matter if you don't carry
cash around any more.

There will be a contactless card reader at the back of church to use for your
offertory on the way in or out. As well as debit & credit cards, you can use your
phone with Google Pay, Apple Pay or other contactless payment apps. You
can put your card into the reader and use your PIN if you prefer that to
contactless.

Also, there will be QR codes (like this one) in your pew for you to scan with
your phone’s camera and key in your card details to make your offering. 

Don’t worry if you are not into technology and the internet. We are still
delighted to accept cash or whatever else suits you best to support God’s
work at St Paul’s!

All these facilities will let you Gift Aid your donation, if you wish, allowing us
to claim an extra 25% back from HMRC at no cost to you.

If you are reading this online and would like to make a contribution
towards our work in the Parish and the maintenance of the church
building, you can do so by clicking on the ‘DONATE’ button.

Or if you prefer you can use your internet browser to go to stpaulsmacc.org and 
scroll down to the ‘DONATE’ button there.
THANK YOU!!

Vicar Simon spotted
this lovely picture of a
rainbow over St Paul’s.

Now where is that
pot of gold?!

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/5bcce5eb-949e-4657-baa4-59c9cf111958


WHAT ’S ON IN THE RAINOW PARISH

RAINOW’S MOTHERS’  UNION
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10.00am 

 12.30pm 

Every Tues

Every Wed

Cosy Cuppa

Light in the Forest (Forest Chapel)

SUN 11 Parish Communion & Harvest Festival followed by 
Bring & Share lunch

10.00am

18SUN 10.00am All Age Service

25SUN 10.00am

11.30amThurs 1 Holy Communion with a Bring and Share lunch in the centre

October

3.00pm Parish Evensong (Jenkin Chapel)

1.30pm Jolly Tots

SUN 10.00am4 Parish Communion & Junior Church

3.00pm Harvest Festival (Forest Chapel)

Thurs 15 Jolly Tots1.30pm

November

SUN 1 Parish Communion & Junior Church10.00am
3.00pm Parish Evensong (Forest Chapel)

Tue 20 Mothers’ Union Meeting in the Parish Hall7.30pm

Parish Communion & Junior Church

Around 100 members from across the Chester Diocese gathered at Chester Cathedral on
Sunday, August 9, 2026, for a special Choral Evensong marking Mary Sumner Day and

150 years of the Mothers' Union.
Rainow’s MU members attended the special Choral Evensong service for an afternoon of

worship, thanksgiving and fellowship as they reflected on the legacy of Mothers’ Union
founder Mary Sumner and the continuing impact of the organisation today.

Following the service, they enjoyed refreshments together in the Cathedral Refectory,
providing an opportunity to catch up with friends from across the diocese and celebrate

this significant anniversary milestone.



PARKING AROUND CHURCH 13

If you have a disabled parking badge (blue badge) you can park without any time limit in
any of the bays and also park in the residents only bays too! You must display the badge. 

Please if at all possible, do not park on the grass areas within the church grounds.

GREEN AREAS ARE PARKING FOR 2 HOURS
AVOID RED (RESIDENT) AREAS



SATURDAY BREAKFAST CAFE

CHURCHYARD BINS

CHRISTMAS FAIR DONATIONS

Thank you to everyone who helps in anyway to provide this important community resource.
Please contact David Furphy who is the Lead Volunteer and Co-ordinator if you are able to
give a few hours on a rota to help. Jobs include making tea and coffee, cook breakfasts or just
chat to the people attending.  Phone or text on 07887 931574.

Our Saturday Café is a
designated ‘Warm Space’ and
was registered with Cheshire East
Council for the Winter of
2024/2025. It has continued to
grow over the years.  Everyone is
welcome to attend this vital and
well established community asset.
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We have removed our bins from the Garden of Remembrance due
to persistent fly-tipping and rubbish contamination.   As a small
parish we do not have commercial waste collections and the
amount of rubbish being left was becoming unmanageable.

We are monitoring it over the next month and appologise for any
inconvenience caused. Please may we ask that you take home
dead flowers, plastic wrapping and packaging.  Thank you.

Every Saturday

9.30am - 12noon
Last hot breakfast order at 11.30am

We know it  i s  not yet t ime to mention Christmas Fair,  but already things are being
left  in the back pew!

Please, please check with the Wardens i f  you have things to br ing and look out for
what we wi l l  be col lect ing for stal ls  in the notices.

We end up with lots of stuff  left  over that we can’t sel l  and we then have to take
them to the charity shop and i f  they won’t take i t  then i t  sadly has to go to the t ip.

Please help us this  year by fol lowing what we are request ing and not just  
off loading on us.

Thank you.  Matt and Nick.  Churchwardens.

SAVE THE DATE
Our Christmas Fair  wi l l  take place on:

Saturday 28th November 2026. 
10:30am – 12:30pm

A l ist  of stal ls  for help wi l l  be avai lable in
due course.  
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Please SHARE the weekly email and links to
the online services with friends and family. 

WE ARE GROWING ONLINE TOO!  
The number of subscribers and people

watching our services online is really
encouraging. 

JUST SEARCH FOR ST PAUL’S CHURCH IN
YOUTUBE AND YOU’LL SEE THE LATEST SERVICES

IN THE ‘VIDEOS’ SECTION
 

DON’T FORGET - please hit the 

LIKE         and                        buttons,

this gives us great feedback.

6 September | 14  Sunday after Trinity:th

Parish Communion
Click here to watch

13 September | 15  Sunday after Trinity:th

All Age Worship
Click here to watch

Looking back with fondness
and forward with hope

Click here to watch

If you are reading a digital version of the
newsletter click on the bold links to go

straight to the video.

WATCH US ONLINE

For more information, you can speak to
Bev who is the Chester Cursillo Lay

Director, Julie or Veronica

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msLu2t_NXEM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TsuG3swou5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msLu2t_NXEM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=msLu2t_NXEM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iA99HX6jZ1c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bP9oIa6DqRI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6awjkWRscY


HOW TO CHECK YOUR HOT WATER BOTTLE IS SAFE
While make do and mend works for many things, with hot water bottles safety comes first... and
they have a shelf life. Use this little-known way to check how old yours is.

How long should a hot water bottle last?  The general recommendation is to replace your hot water
bottle every two to three years.  This is the advice from manufacturers (reiterated by accident
prevention charities and medical professionals) and it's likely for safety reasons. 
Most hot water bottles are made out of rubber (some are made from PVC, and rubber does
degrade over time and with usage. A lot depends on how often you use it, how you store it and
more (see below for how best to use and store hot water bottles).
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Another way to is to go by the date it was first used and always check your bottle for visible signs of
wear or damage before using.

How to use your hot water bottle safely
Assuming your hot water bottle is in date, here are a few more tips on how to minimise the risk of
burns...
Filling the bottle
Dos:

Fill with a mixture of cold and hot water - Boil half the water needed and add cold water to the
kettle or jug before filling the bottle.
Fill the bottle over the sink - Pour water into the bottle carefully to avoid spills.
Squeeze as much air as you can out of the bottle before stoppering it. If there's air left in the
bottle, the water can heat the air, meaning it expands, which may burst the bottle.
Screw in the stopper until hand-tight - Ensure the stopper is securely in place.
Check the bottle for leaks - Regularly inspect the bottle to ensure it is in good condition.

Don't:
Don't use if cracked, worn, or leaking - Ensure the hot water bottle is in good condition before use.
NEVER fill with boiling water - Using boiling water can cause damage and lead to the bottle
bursting.
Don't use the microwave or oven - Avoid heating the hot water bottle using these methods.
Don't use hot water from the tap - Copper from pipes can affect the rubber's strength.
Don't fill more than two-thirds full - Unless the bottle is designed to be fully filled, avoid exceeding
this limit.

Using the bottle
Don't place in direct contact with your skin, always have a cover, towel or clothing.
Don't put pressure or weight on the bottle, it's not designed for you to sit or lie on it.
Don't sleep with the bottle in bed overnight, remove it once the bed is warm before you go to sleep.    

Storing the bottle
Empty the bottle and hang it upside-down to drain. Make sure it's totally dry before storing it.
Store the bottle with the stopper removed.
Store it in a cool, dry, dark place.
Either hang it upside down or lie it flat to store it.
Don't place anything on top of the bottle while it's being stored.

How to check how old your hot water bottle is?
Every hot water bottle sold in the UK should have
a 'flower wheel' on the funnel somewhere, which
shows the 
date it was made...
This one shows it was made in 2024, the second
week of January.



 

COMMUNITY

Please return the box to St Paul’s Church
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In col laboration with One Project Ukraine we wil l  be arranging for Christmas boxes to be
sent over to chi ldren in Ukraine.  There are f lyers l ike this one in the porch & hal lway.

I f  you need any fur ther info, please speak with Anne & David Furphy.



COMMUNITY

WE ARE COLLECTING

USED STAMPS
FOR ONE PROJECT

MACCLESFIELD
PLEASE BRING THEM TO CHURCH
(CUT OUT WITH A 1CM BORDER)

THERE IS A PLASTIC COLLECTION
BOX IN THE CHURCH PORCH.

THANK YOU.
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Moneybox Wi l l s  and Trusts
Tytherington Business Park,  SK10 2XA 
01625 573521  Info@mbwil l sandtrusts .co.uk

Estate Planning Solut ions 10-12 Jordangate
SK10 1EE 0800 781 6658
Enquir ies@estplan.co.uk
  
Spal l  Clark Oak House
3 Swan Bank Congleton CW12 1RY 
01260 769639  Info@spal lc lark.co.u
 
Rowlinsons Sol icitors 3 Royal Court,
Tatton Street,  Knutsford WA16 6EN 
01928 736166 karen.dickens@rowlinsons.co.uk

Vault  Pr ivate Cl ient 4 & 10 West Street 
Alder ley Edge SK9 7EG 0161 938 1913
Hel lo@vaultpr ivatecl ient.co.uk

Some sol icitor s may have l imited avai labi l i ty
for onl ine appointments.  Please ask i f  this  i s
an option when you book.

Book your appointment to make or
update your wil l  ✍🏻

8–15 October 2026
Macclesf ield Town Hal l
10:30am–4:00pm daily

Art Fair  2026 is  set to be a standout
celebration of creativity,  community,

and culture -  br inging together
art ists ,  audiences, and local

businesses in a truly inspir ing way.

From 1st to 31st October 2026, East
Cheshire Hospice’s annual Wi l l  Month gives
you the opportunity to write a wi l l  with the
support of local sol icitors,  who generously
donate their  t ime and expert ise.
Part icipating f i rms waive their  usual fees
and instead invite cl ients to make a
donation to the Hospice.

I f  you’re thinking about writ ing a wi l l  or
updating an exist ing one, now is  the ideal
t ime to achieve that peace of mind.
Through Wi l l  Month, you can protect your
loved ones’ future whi le support ing the
vital  care provided by East Cheshire
Hospice.



COMMUNITY

Search for:
St Paul’s Church - Macclesfield
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Supporting Ukrainians
in the community,

Poland and in Ukraine

You can
download
the app to

your phone:

Do you have any old bandages, pads,
wipes, old medical equipment, which
can’t be returned.  Clothes, bedding,

towels, non-perishable food, toiletries etc.

If so, please bring them to church and
pass on to David Furphy who will arrange

for these to go to One Project
Macclesfield, the charity supporting

Ukraine.  Thank you. 

Need advice? Citizens Advice Bureau
now available at East Cheshire Hospice

Working in partnership with Citizens Advice
Cheshire East, the Sunflower Living Well

Centre can help you access FREE,
impartial, independent and confidential advice from Citizens Advice at East Cheshire Hospice.
This service is available to: · Patients living with a palliative diagnosis or life limiting illness
· Carers supporting someone with these conditions (You must be registered with a C.East GP.)
You can get advice by email, telephone, or face to face on a wide range of issues, including:
· Benefits & help with filling in forms          - Employment                             - Consumer issues
· Debt & money worries                              - Relationships & family             - Housing
· Health                                                         - Education                                 - Charitable support
Contact 01625 665685 or cmicb-cheshire.​echospicesfc@nh s.net

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/easyfundraising/id915474725
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ef.easyfundraising&referrer=utm_source%3Dwebsite-footer%26utm_medium%3Dwebsite%26utm_campaign%3Dproduct-adoption


Priest in Charge Revd Simon Gowler vicar@stpaulsmacc.org
01625 572013 (day off Mondays)

Licensed Lay Ministers
(Readers)

Fran Hiles
Robert Marshall

fhiles49@btinternet.com
robert@capuchin.co.uk

Churchwardens Matthew Cooper
Nick Mottershead

churchwarden1@stpaulsmacc.org
07515 167469 / 07514 588012

Deanery Synod Reps
Anne Furphy

David Furphy
Joan Mottershead

annefurphy@hotmail.co.uk
davidfurphy@hotmail.com
pastoral@stpaulsmacc.org

Pastoral Assistant Joan Mottershead pastoral@stpaulsmacc.org

Parish Administrator Emma Dennehy emma@stpaulsmacc.org

PCC Treasurer Malcolm Brown treasurer@stpaulsmacc.org
01625 424957

PCC Secretary Gill Emptage gillemptage@hotmail.co.uk

PCC Members

Matt Cooper, Nick Mottershead
 Joan Mottershead

Rosie Brennan, Julie Brunt
Tony Buckley, Janet Burrow

Emma Dennehy, Anne Furphy
David Furphy, Ann Harris
Lynda Lomas, Robert Marshall

Safeguarding Officer Ann Harris 07759 557834

Health & Safety Matthew Cooper 07515 167469

THANK YOU FOR READING!

St Paul’s Parish Office: Glegg St, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 7AJ
01625 501773 | email: emma@stpaulsmacc.org

Charity Reg. Number: 1210861
Usual opening times: Mon, Tues & Thurs 9.00am-2.30pm, Fri 9am-1pm

 WEBSITES - A Church Near You: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9984/
or www.stpaulsmacc.org 

You Tube Channel: search St Paul’s Macclesfield in YouTube or click
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQMeK5BCanr78m6_FuA0yFQ

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsmacclesfield
 Instagram: /stpaulsmacclesfield Twitter: @StPaulsMacc

Reading this electronically - to link direct to the above pages, 
just click on the red links or press control and click.

KEY CONTACTS AT ST PAULS
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https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsmacclesfield/
https://x.com/StPaulsMacc

