Pew Notes 23 August
Hymns:
186  Great is thy faithfulness
158  Glorious things of thee are spoken
380  O Lord my God
467  Tell out my soul.

The women and girls of Afghanistan - Chris
My heart breaks for the women and girls of Afghanistan. Since the Taliban took over in 2021 it must be the worst place in the world to be female.  Women must completely cover their bodies including their faces, to prevent men “committing vice” !!
Girls are not allowed any education beyond primary level. Nearly 30% of young girls never even start school. Those brave enough to turn up to their universities when the Taliban took over, were turned away by gunmen.  Most women are banned from holding a job. Some are still nurses and midwives but training for women in any area of medicine has now ceased.
The number of early forced and child marriage is rising. Many young girls are giving birth long before their bodies are ready. Afghanistan has one of the highest rates of death from childbirth in the world. Women cannot leave the house unless they are accompanied by a mahram-a male chaperone. Women and girls are banned from playing all sport. They are banned from visiting national or public parks. Hair salons and beauty parlours have been closed. Women are banned from reading, singing or speaking in public. If a woman is heard singing, even in her own home, she is punished.
Hundreds of books have been banned and when many young women tried to continue their education online. fibre optic connections were forbidden. Because of all the restrictions placed on women and girls gender based violence goes unchecked.
In 2020 Afghan women held 25% of the parliamentary seats now they hold none.
Afghan women are being completely erased from public life but many continue to show strength, resilience and courage and against all the odds they still hope for a better life.

A message from Brenda about Hedgehogs.
The UK’s only native spiny mammal the hedgehog is currently an endangered species, and there are a few things causing their decline.  Loss of habitat, less food available, road traffic, gardens becoming harder to access and urban development also climate and environmental changes.  Hedgehogs were once a very common site in British gardens but are now considered vulnerable to extinction.  There are some things that we can do to help them,  Leaving a wild corner of the garden, avoiding pesticides where possible. Creating a 13 cm × 13 cm hole under fences so hedgehogs can pass through, checking long grass, compost heaps, or bonfires before strimming or lighting them. Providing fresh water, especially during dry weather. If you want to help wild hedgehogs, the best food is:  • Meaty cat food or dog food (wet or dry). nothing fishy  • Special hedgehog food sold by wildlife suppliers.  • Fresh water in a shallow bowl, especially during hot weather No milk as they are lactose intolerant and it can make them ill or bread.  They are currently building up fat reserves to see them through hibernation and need all the help we can give them.  If you see a hedgehog out through the day they may need some help. Pop it into a box with a towel, newspaper or straw and a bowl of water and contact a wildlife rescue.

Do remember the Pet Service on 13 September!  Volunteers to do refreshments would be much appreciated.
