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13th September 
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
Sunday and Weekday Service

	  Welcome!

	
	


The Collect
Lord God, defend your Church from all false teaching and give to your people knowledge of your truth, that we may enjoy eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Hymns
334 I heard the voice of Jesus say 
652 Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
413 Just as I am 
66 Be thou my vision 

First Reading, Genesis 50.15-21
Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, ‘What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?’ So they approached Joseph, saying, ‘Your father gave this instruction before he died, “Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.’ Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, ‘We are here as your slaves.’ But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.’ In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.

Second Reading, Romans 14.1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over opinions.  Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also, those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat of God. For it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,  and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ So then, each of us will be accountable to God.

Gospel, Matthew 18.21-35
Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. ‘For this reason, the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’

Post Communion
Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy; and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall, keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful, and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Intercessions

The World: For peace in all areas of conflict in the world.  For those affected by fires, floods and earthquakes.  For emergency workers working in disaster areas.  For refugees, asylum seekers and agencies that help them. For good stewardship of the earth and its resources.

The Church: The unity of all Christians everywhere. Archbishops Stephen and Sarah, Bishop Ruth, Bishop Simon, Archdeacon Pete.  Churches in the South Sefton Deanery, and local ecumenical partners.  

The Diocese: Halewood and Hunts Cross Team: (St Hilda, Hunts Cross, St Nicholas and St Mary, Halewood), Halewood Primary School, St Anne, Aigburth. St Margaret’s Academy, St Barnabas, Penny Lane Schools: Dovedale Primary, St Michael, Garston, Garston Primary School, St Matthew and St James, Mossley Hill, St. Peter, Much Woolton, Bishop Martin Primary School.

For those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit: Hewie, Graham Forrest, Olga Gregor, Jess Farrell, Edith Keeton, Joy Billington, Revd. Gregor Cuff, Michael Mahon.

The recently departed: Ron Kynaston, Peggy Mattison.

For the departed remembered at this time: George Hose, Henry Neal, Edward Thompson, Norman Bett, Ethel Bett, James Charnock, Bertha Charnock, Harold Jones, Florence Toole, Dulcie Lynch.

Notices

· MacMillan Coffee Morning: Postponed for now – further information to follow.

· Christ the River of Life Joint Service: At St Michael’s Church, Blundellsands on Sunday 27th September, 4pm.

· Bingo: Bingo with Jeanette will be returning at 1:00pm on Friday 9th October at St Faith's Parish Hall.  Tickets £5 in aid of St Faith's Church and The Plaza Community Cinema.   Including free tea/coffee and biscuits.  Great fun! Great company and you may even win a prize! As this is a fundraiser, please do try and  give it your support.



· Cultivate: We warmly welcome you to one of the following six-week Cultivate courses:-

· Mondays 7pm -9pm, starting on 5th October at St Nicholas, Blundellsands
· Thursdays 1pm – 3pm, starting on 8th October at St John & St James, Bootle

· Waterloo Park Our Lady of Walsingham Group:  Our first meeting of the Autumn is on Saturday 19th September in the Mackert Room (St Faith’s Hall), 2-4pm. For Creationtide, we will be looking at how our care for Creation matches God’s gift. Weather permitting, we may have a short walk, so wear comfy shoes! A good memory will be useful too! Intrigued? Please come along for prayer, fellowship and refreshments. Everyone is welcome.

	Services at St Mary’s

	

	This Sunday 10:00am, Eucharist
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
	Louis Johnson
Iona Morphet

	Monday-Thursday, 4.30pm
Evening Prayer
	

	Wednesday, 10:30am
Eucharist 
	Louis Johnson

	Next Sunday 10:00am, Eucharist
Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity
	Peter Walker
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